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icking this issue
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“MAGICAL EXPERIENCE “

“It's simply magnificent. It is revealing without being trying, lush but not
bloomy, and above all capable of captivating musical sound.”

Review: Andrew Everard
Lab: Paul Miller
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The end result? Loudspeakers which delight the senses and the soul. : Andre Marc
Please visit our website to find your nearest dealer and book a listening session. Jerold O’Brien
Shanon McKellar
Pam Szeto-Griffin
Kevin Wolff

Our Reference 3 speakers set a new standard for accuracy and musicality. Cutting-edge computational % ~ -
models and thousands of hours of listening have driven unprecedented advances in every area: from {
our exceptional Lattice tweeter to the revolutionary performance of the version 3 crossovers. S
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Journeyman
Audiophile:

Fire up the big bottles!
Coincident’s

300B Frankenstein
delivers captivating
SET sound.
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Playlists

Our readers, staff, and industry
friends share what they are
listening to with you.

27

The Audiophile Apartment

NAD’s C3050 pays homage to their
past, and offers some options.
Rob Johnson reports.

The Totem
Tribe LCR

We take the journey to
investigate premium
in-wall sound.

95

MINE: It Should be Yours

You can’t live on music and hifi
alone, so here are some things
to spice up your existence. And
a few things to pick up post
holiday in case you’re not done
shopping!

Swill: What We're Drinking

Presented by CARDAS AUDIO
We keep you up to date on our
favorite beverages. Swill will
return after the new year when
we’ve had time to recover from
the holidays.

110

Dealers That Mean Business

TONE's list of approved dealers.
These are the folks you can trust
your hard earned dollars with.

119

Get The Gear

Links to the gear (and our
advertisers) in this issue.

123

Last Word

Issue’s done
time for the
Eagles....

(I Know, right?)
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Future Tense
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Products in for review and on our

near horizon.
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Awards:

It’s always tough to pick...

a7

Products of the Year
The top of the top of the top.

63

Exceptional Value

The ones we feel deliver beyond TONE Exceptional Value Award
their price tags

)

4

Publisher’s Choice

A few components our publisher
loves, just because.

TONE Publisher’s Choice Award

Technigally this B

Talk is cheap.These are the AUdio
I components that we spent A pprove d
our hard earned money on.
S Mount everest
C Al .
Denmark’s most natural high: SINFONIA. 3-layer 30mm sandwich construction, M
14mm solid walnut, 76 kg each. Handcrafted by our celebrated artisans. ' | TONE
"Absolutely heavenly. Speakers you will fall in love with.” (Jeff Dorgay) Masterpiece Award

Explore your own musical summit and experience reality (our motto) here: Recognizing components from Masterpiece Award - 2023
1 ) companies that have stood the

b ' peak-consuw(/ = test of time.
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WWHARFEDALE
THE ALL-NEW AURA SERIES

Heritage Meets Innovation in Unrivaled Performance
STARTING AT $1,999 PER PAIR
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Glass Fibre Matrix Cones

Precision Crafted Sound: AURA's Glass Fibre Matrix Cones
combine a unique woven structure with high-flux magnetic fields.
This meticulous design ensures transient accuracy and a dynamic
audio experience, delivering every detail with unparalleled clarity.

Wharfedale AMT High-Frequency Transducer

Treble Redefined: Harnessing the innovative folded diaphragm
within a potent magnetic field, the AURA's AMT transducer offers
extraordinary high-frequency clarity. Experience harmonic

Innovative SLPP Reflex Design

Bass Beyond Expectation: Wharfedale's SLPP design
revolutionizes bass performance, using o downward-facing port to
optimize airflow, This advanced approach guarantees powerful,
articulate bass, capturing the true essence of your music.

Learn More, FInd Them In Person, & Shop Online - W

Shanon Says:

Shanon’s going to be back next issue with that
Zu update...

39

Merch Table

Andrey Medina has a killer collection of
Scorpions stuff!

Recent Vinyl
The newest stuff we’re spinning.

The SACD Report - sponsored by Mobile Fidelity Sound Labs

We share our love for the format with you....

Jim on Jazz
Jim’s on Holiday but will be right back after Christmas

Too Many Variables

Chris Harr keeps us posted on his ongoing audiophile exploration
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"...Alan Shaw's
Masterpiece”

Tone Audio
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Accepted set by nancy�

nancy�
Accepted set by nancy�

www.fidelisdistribution.com

Hana takes an all out assault
on the premium cartridge
segment with their Umami
Blue and Red.
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BISON SERIES

STRENGTH SJ'ABILITY CONSISTENCY

Embracing a more compelllng and compléte sound
totemacoushc com ;

-

TOTe M

Discover yours



www.totemacoustic.com
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Once again magic is found on the shelf at Echo Audio.
As we are working on a review of one of the new SOTA
tables, an early Sapphire is the perfect bookend to chart
their progress.

This is still a fantastic turntable 40 years later, and

like all SOTA tables, can be sent back to the factory
for a partial or complete update.
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|\ POWER UP
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Other cables filter your music.
Wireworld cables let the most music through.

Technology that channels musical expression.

H . # = = = 5o R
©2023 Wireworld, Inc. www.wireworldcable.com

B NI AN
NEW

Shielded
Mini Power
Conditioning
Cords

New design
extends the
functions and
benefits of power
conditioning all
the way to the
component’s
power inlet for
surprising audible
/ and visible
Mmprovements.

N STRATUS
v // SHIELDED MINI POWER
N A CONDITIONING CORD

Oxygen-Free Copper

ELECTRA"

SHIELDED MINI POWER
CONDITIONING CORD
0CC®-7N Copper

WIREJQORLD

CABLE TECHNOLOGY

Engineered for Reality™



www.wireworld.com
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: Announcing the new
Ring DAC™ APEX

How do you elevate an already exemplary design and make a state-of-
the-art platform even better? This is the question dCS engineers asked
themselves when, 12 months ago, they embarked on a project to refine
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- i further the hardware portion of the Ring DAC - the renowned digital-
= o W . to-analog conversion system that resides at the heart of all dCS DACs.
LR 5 = :-ﬁ. o Through rigorous analysis and exhaustive development, they developed
| .. e o OO ::; ::: s t= a new circuit-board topology and the analog output stage that is even
% - 1mc~ i N A e quieter and more linear than previous generations.
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N | uHy"" “- §;—' E The Ring DAC APEX is our most ambitious hardware design yet. It
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. O oo (;\J es & = . redefines the performance of our renowned Rossini and Vivaldi digital-
) = D oo gﬁ to-analog convertors, resulting in an even more emotionally involving,
.t: E oo o ﬂg transparent, and detailed musical experience. Existing models are fully
. fe ] a’, O- o g-_g: upgradable via our upgrade-exchange program. Partnered with dCS’s
i -8’ oD mﬂ ® o .::.b range of proprietary technologies, the Apex Ring DAC delivers the most
D = . < B T Meecssssssssnsnscsscnsnsa evocative, involving, revealing musical experience available today.
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mise-en-scene

fgt{ugt,ﬁf-the year was captured
é@wmu and the Zeiss 50mm

CABASSE

Java MC40

Loudspeaker

$2,798 (pair)

A three-way, coaxial mid-tweeter passive
speaker with two 7" woofers, offering
Cabasse’s signature dynamic, highly
realistic sound.

DR. FEICKERT

Volare
w/ Kuzma Stogi 9”

$6,395

An Upscale employee favorite! Neutral and
dynamic with huge bass retrieval capabilities.
Dead quiet, and comes with a legendary
tonearm. We offer free expert setup!

CABASSE

The Pearl Akoya
Active Loudspeaker

s 1,899 (each)

A connected tri-coaxial speaker that looks
good in any room. Add a second to create a
knock-your-socks-off high-fidelity stereo
system without the rack and unsightly cables!

JBL
SA750

Streaming Integrated Amplifier
$3,000

1970 on the outside, 2022 on the inside!
This 120 W class-G high-res music player has
DIRAC room correction and is Roon Ready.
With an MM/MC phonostage.

Clear Mg

Headphones

$1499

Made in France! These open-backs with
magnesium dome drivers deliver a dynamic
sound that’s neutral but airy and detailed.
Built with aluminum, leather, and microfiber.

TO WATCH OUR PROCESS!
https://bit.ly/premount

Phonitor xe
Headphone Amplifier

$2,199

A top-tier solid-state head amp, with a
reference neutral tuning that is liquid smoath
and open sounding. Combine pro-audio
build quality and features with hifi sound!

SOUNDSMITH

Otello ES
Moving Iron Cartridge

$399

An affordable pathway into the world of
high-performance moving iron, offering speed
and dynamic range like no other.

Warm and rich, and completely rebuildable.


www.upscaleaudio.com

ENLEUM

8 FOR EARS AND YEARS

IN THE PRESENCE OF TRUE BEAUTY

MONOTONE
She

This issue we look at and listen to
the mighty VK-80t power amplifier

from Balanced Audio Technoiogy. The AMP-23R is an audiophile’s jewel with award-winning sound quality and a design that

harmoniously matches performance with beauty.

ENLEUM.COM

TONE120.013


www.enleum.com
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Paradigm

Publisher’s Letter

PREMIER SERIES

You Need to
Hear This

ow, it’s awards time again, and you may or may not notice that we’re back to getting
this done before the very end of the year. Woo hoo. You also may notice that my life is never
a dull moment with English Bull Terriers in the house. My girls are (mostly) settling down

The new Premier™ Series from Paradigm delivers a surprise: after two years, but they never resist busting a move to slobber me. I'm sure the non-dog

true high performance audio, delivered by patented technology, e N owners find this disgusting, but the rest of you get it. In the midst of all the wackiness, I

at a reasonable price. ‘ always enjoy seeing pictures of your dogs out on social media. Sometimes, there’s nothing

With six models, in three elegant finishes, Premier encourages : beict‘?.er “chan your dog just hanging out with you on the couch to enjoy some music. And taking
selfies!

you to step up to the realm of realism and depth. These
loudspeakers are beautifully designed, intricately engineered,
and Crafted in Canada to fill your life with sound. Experience
Premier today.

But back to audio, right? This really was a tremendous year for audio. The gear we’ve recieved
has all been top notch, and even more difficult than in years to pick some favorites for awards.
I suppose we could just give everyone awards, cough cough.

That being said, I've stuck to my founding principle that nothing appears in our pages unless
it is potentially an award winner, and something we’d write a check for. We’ve also tried very
hard in the last few years to really tailor what we’re reviewing, to what you’re actually listening
to and thinking about purchasing

Not going to see any $500k turntables here. Don’t care. That part of the market is already
more than covered, and I'm guessing if you have 500 very large to spend on a turntable,
you probably know way more about analog than we do. And if you do, bully for you. One of
the most disappointing things going is when those that can’t play in a certain arena get
cranky pants about those that can. Hey, invite me over for a beer.

As 2023 begins to wind down, and the world is a fairly wacky and unpredictable place, I hope
that you and yours are all ok. I also hope that your music system gives you a bit of a break
from the chaos as well.

From all of us to all of you, thank you again for reading, as we head into our 19th year. I
truly can’t believe how fast the time has flown by.

Paradigm is backed by Sound Science

Paradigm partners with Canada's world-renowned NRC, researching the nature of .
sound and human hearing. Our findings influence every aspect of our loudspeaker

design, from materials to construction. The result is .

a unigue listening experience, a performance based on sound science. pa ra d | g m

TONE .014
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Introducing The New

Immature and “un-audiophile-y” as it may be, some days you
just want to turn that volume control as far as it will go for a
little while and just bask in the sheer energy of it all. Here’s

some fave tracks, leaning towards the earlier catalog.

no. 1

Faster. Higher output. Deeper bass. Updated modern styling led to improvements in
stiffness of construction that can be heard and felt from movies to music. Still affordable,
boasting extremely reliable amplifiers, brilliant drivers and our renowned filters. Because in
our pursuit of perfect sound, we focus only on one thing, the perfect subwoofer.

|

Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap

AC/DC

/|<°>|o

Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap
Big Balls

T.N.T.

Let There Be Rock

Whole Lot of Rosie

Problem Child

Sin City
Down Payment Blues
Gimme a Bullet

Have a Drink on Me

C.0.D
For Those About to Rock (We Salute You)

ACOUSTICS LTD Join the Pursuit” | rel.net

TONE .015
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ampsandsound NEW

Quality Above All Else. Sound Matters.

OOOOO

No one new this issue, but we do have a last minute shopping
guide for you, so Santa’s here, at least in spirit.

Ho, ho, ho.

ampsandsound.com

TONE 016


www.ampsandsound.com
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respecting HiFi’s past...

By Jeff Dorgay

017-0Old School

__ SOIA SAPPHIRE

Made in U.S.A.

Sota Sapphire
Turntable

Still sparkles after 40 years.

Power
$1,000 - $2,000 (depending on shape and configuration)

off

In this wacky world of six-figure turntables and five- 45 — k X ]
figure cartridges, it’s heartwarming to see how much

analog pleasure can be had out of a classic table. With so

many things to choose from, my favorites are the Technics spe ed

SP-10mk.II, an early 80s Linn Sondek, the Rega P9, and 0
the SOTA Sapphire you see here. Sitting on the shelf at

Echo Audio in Portland, Oregon, this beauty had a $1,500

price tag, including a Sumiko tonearm and an early Benz

LP MC cartridge. No way I was passing that up!

This is particularly fun, as we have a new SOTA Nova in +
for review, and the thought of comparing a current

production SOTA to one of the early models seemed

appropriate and enlightening. Plus, it makes it so easy 33
to have the older table on hand to compare directly. Speed (¢ ontrol

Back in the early 80s, when my system was sporting an
Oracle Delphi mk.II, SOTA had hit the market as the first
legitimate audiophile turntable made in the US. Soon after,
VPI would hit the scene, and those craving a US-made
table had another choice.



BLINK
High Ene

= XPE

Today’s SOTA tables are made in Wisconsin (go Bucky), so there’s some built-
in love from this cheesehead right away. However, in the beginning, they
were built in Oakland, California. Incidentally, the University of Wisconsin —
Madison, where I went to school for a while, was nicknamed “the Berkely of

the Midwest.” So, in a quirky way, it all makes sense. A note from SOTA

reveals this table was made in 1984 in Oakland, California.

A quick spin

Placing a clean copy of Elton John’s
Honky Chateau brings back great
memories. With a current Linn
Sondek nearby and a REGAs P9,
I instantly remember what made
SOTAs such great tables and

such a great value back then.
Where the LP-12 and the : <
Oracle truly need an expert NI : SR iy
to set up correctly, SOTAs e \ S
were always much easier, = = S
and once set up, they BRI :
stayed set up.

L M ACGOUSTICS

Moving on to a broader , ' SR -
range of program material, :
this table does not
disappoint. Thanks to its

trademark four-point = S . - (R | I_I-U SO N | C 5|
suspension, this vintage i S e o |9 o

analog rig is way more ¥ s
resistant to vibration
than my current Technics
SL-1200G, Rega P9, and
the new Luxman PD-191.
Ifyou’ve got speakers - —
that go down low, you s ~ ¥ =
will really appreciate ~

the lack of acoustic == : =/ ;
feedback the SOTA lets o e " r@

through.

RN
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|LLUSONIC

Your final stop
on your quest

for auditory
Head-fi PERFECTION

AUDIO LIMITED

Playing bass-heavy prog tracks from Yes, Genesis, and

ELP along with electronica tracks from Massive Attack, NEU!,

and Kruder & Dorfmeister all deliver the same result. This table delivers solid
bass response, allowing fairly high levels of volume to be achieved. Again, this
is a 40-year-old used turntable!

129 Franklin St, Cambridge, MA 02139 More at: www.blinkhighend.com
info@blinkhighend.com (617)225-0700 We invite you to audition

.018
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Enjoy the Experience

84/

PAYD

Pass Laboratories

13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G.
Auburn, CA 95602

(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com
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«Cartridge

By Jeff Dorgay

Hana
Umami Red and Umami Blue

Which one to choose?

$3,950 and $2,500
musicalsurroundings.com

About 12 years ago when I got my hands on a Clearaudio Goldfinger
(from Musical Surroundings Garth Leerer) I felt I finally made it to the
top of the mountain. It was the first time I had ever mounted and set up
a fifteen thousand dollar cartridge. I was sweating like a heart surgeon
through the whole process, but once it was optimized for my AVID
Acutus Reference table, the sound was heavenly. I've had a number of
primo phono cartridges pass through over the years, but the Goldfinger
is still my favorite cartridge of all time.

Why am I telling you this in the context of the Hana Blue and Red review?
Because on one level I couldn’t live with the Goldfinger. It was like dating
a supermodel, and I just didn’t have the self esteem to pull it off. It was

so good, I was always afraid it was going to break up with me, or break,
in no uncertain terms. I wouldn’t let anyone near my turntable out of
sheer panic. “Get away from my turntable!” came out of my mouth too
often. So after a few years I passed it on to a friend.

Another reason for me not keeping a five-figure phono cartridge around
as a reference is the level of turntables I own and my record collection.

I don’t have a $350,000 turntable, or a gaggle of first pressing British
this and that. I have pretty good records. A ton of MoFis, a fair amount
of the Music Matters Jazz pressings, some ORGs and such. However, up
until recently the gap between the five figure cartridges and the $2,500 -
$5,000 carts was a wide one. Is a Goldfinger worth the money? If you
want that experience, that’s what it costs. Is a Ferrari worth that much
more than a Porsche? Same thing.

TONE

020
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The gap has closed

Whether it’s ongoing R&D, or just more interest in
cartridges in the $2,500 - $5000 range has clos
no object cartridges. Hey, in the late 70s a Por
horsepower, and it was a supercar. Today a b
pumps out 300, and everyone says it’s not enou

rtridges offer. Eac
the presentation, b
d clear.

NEW CLASSIC SERIES | HIGH-END SOUND FOR HOME

For almost 50 years, the Naim Classic Series has been the byword for class-leading audio components that seamlessly combine to create
a unique music system. Now, take your musical experience to the next level with 300 Series. Designed and developed in England, the
range includes the feature packed NSS 333, a high-resolution streaming solution, NAC 332 preamplifier and NAP 350 amplifier, the phono
preamplifier NVC TT and its dedicated power supply NVC TT. Sophisticated, simple to use, these timeless products will bring you years
of listening pleasure.

Welcome to a new era in sound

m | Distribu by Focal Nair ca nore information : 1800.663 al-naim.com o @


www.focalnaimamerica.com

Decisions

From looking at the spec sheets, the two cartridges look fairly similar on paper, and both cartridges sport a microline

stylus mounted to a boron cantilever. The coils in the Red are wound on a square iron former and use a Samarium
Cobalt magnet. The Red has a slightly tighter channel balance spec, and a frequency response extending down to

10Hz, versus 15 Hz for the Blue. The Blue uses a cross-coil former and ALNICO magnet. The Red has a 6-ohm coil
impedance, where the blue has 8, corresponding to about a 60-ohm loading and 80 respectively. Make no mistake,
both cartridges deliver excellent bass response.

Both cartridges use a Duralumin body with Auricle design to more securely mount the generator. However, the Red
incorporates an ebony wood insert into the Duralumin body and the Blue uses POM. The Blue uses a melamine
thermosetting process finish (much like what you see on some speakers that seem too smooth to be paint) to finish
the body, the Red sports red Urushi lacquer. On a transducer, the most minute details make a difference in the
final sound.

Final tweaks and setup

Both of these cartridges prove easy to set up with the Analog Magik tools and Acoustic Sciences SmartTractor.
Suggested tracking force is 2 grams and thaf proved to be right on the money. I noticed a couple of reviews on the
red where another reviewer mentioned that 1.98 grams was perfection, but I must admit I can no longer hear the
difference that .02 grams makes in tracking force anymore, nor am I that pedantic. I think you’ll be safe with 2
grams. It's worth mentioning that I used the Clearaudio Weight Watcher digital tracking force gauge (now the
newest model) for all measurements.

A bigger difference came with loading. Using the Pass XP-27 phonostage (with settings at 50, 100, and 160 ohms)
The Red sounds more alive and open at 50 ohms, where the Blue delivers the best performance at 100 ohms. Difto
for the Backert Labs phono. Interestingly, when using the Nagra Classic phono on its MM input with the Quadratic
MC step up transformer, the difference in the upper registers was not as marked between the Blue and the Red .

The new CH Precision I1 integrated is in for review, with it’s integral phonostage featuring transimpedance/current
loading via an ADC, and all EQ done in the digital domain, and oddly this setup delivered the widest difference in
performance between the two cartridges.

Character

Both cartridges are more resolving and have less tonal warmth than Hana’s previous top of the line, their ML/MH
cartridges — also a top value choice at $1,200. Much like the Koetsu cartridges I've owned and reviewed, the Hana
cartridges manage to maintain the silky midrange characteristics that permeates their overall design. Yet as you
go up the range there is more resolution, a larger soundstage, and more dynamic punch. Refinement in every way.
I'll stick my neck out and say the overall tonal balance is as near perfection as it gets without spending five figures.
Big, broad, open, and natural with the slightest bit of tonal saturation makes these cartridges a sheer joy to play
all of your records — not just the finest ones in your collection.
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tioned earlier, the sheer force and character of the lower registers
pressive. Tracking through favorites from Thomas Dolby, Massive
even Pink Floyd, the Hanas deliver powerful bass, with speed and

ually refined high end compliments the rest. Whether you are a

alists, acoustic music, or the heaviest rock, these cartridges C L o S E R
hat analog is all about. Going back and forth between the Hana

erence dCS Vivaldi ONE (even the APEX model we had in for
ne is out for upgrade) still shows that analog has that last.gcas

1 touch it” that the world’s finest digita.

JAVA HI-FI

Innovative amplifiers that deliver a
deeply immersive listening experience.

Available in Single Shot or Double Shot
strengths, JAVA Hi-Fi amplifiers employ
breakthrough technologies and unique

circuit designs to deliver unparalleled

L

¥ performance of the Red, but Wg have
a 20% of performance is still good. m
Sidual value used cartridges command;
ows exactly how many hours are on thee
are of it) I'd still push you in the direction of the
nding your money. How#¥er, if you do just pick up
nhappy. How’s that for sour@ng like/a politician?
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Peripherals

Preamplifier

Phono Stage

Turntables
Power Amplifiers
Speakers

Cable

Pass Labs XS Pre, Conrad-Johnson ART 88

Pass Labs XP , y, Classic Phono (w/classic

power ) Backert Labs Rhumba 1.1

Linn LP-1¢ 20 W/ iV.Vi tonearm, Lt n PD-191A

Pass XA200.8 monoblocks, PS Audio BHK 600 monos

Peak Consult Sinfonia

Cardas Clear Beyond and Tellurium Q Bl

k Diamond

THE REFERENCE STANDARD IN ANALOG

k£ Sounded fantastic 77
(...) | heard some things | never heard before.

Michael Fremer
Tracking Angle & The Absolute Sound

k& Best of Show 77
Munich High End 2023

Robert Harley

nagraaudio.com


www.nagraaudio.com
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R L ate Night Garage Playlist B ehOId

-Jeff Dorgay

no

One of the most boring things to do in the garage

is clean dirty parts. Somehow, electronica that leans
more towards some downtempo, trip-hop ish tunes
lends itself to focusing on the task at hand.

Accuracy, Sensitivity, Musicality

Here’s a group of tracks that are popular right
now. You can queue up these tracks, go a little
sideways, or play the whole album.

\

tosca

Suzuki

Tosca - “Suzuki”

Thievery Corporation - “The Hong Kong Triad”
The Cinematic Orchestra - “Burn Out”

St. Germain - “Forget Me Not”

Morecheeba - “Blood Like Lemonade”
Royskopp - “In Space”

Hooverphonic - “Tomorrow”

Gotan Project - “Chungas Revenge”

Fila Brazillia - “Tone Poem”

luxmanamerica.com

Scuba - “Disrepute”
TONE120.026
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By Rob Johnson

NAD
C 3050 Integrated

Homage to the beginning

$1,399
nadelectronics.com

I purchased a used NAD 3020 many years ago in excellent working
condition. It cost about $125, very near its original 1970s price tag. I still
own and use it. NAD's specifications suggest a scant 20-watt rating, but in
practice, the 3020 puts out significantly more juice with remarkable sound
quality for its price and age. NAD sold over a million 3020s — including its
improved 3020 iterations over the years — making it one of the best-selling
audio components in history.

Five decades later, NAD released its C 3050 integrated amplifier. While
NAD does sell a modernized 3020, its form factor changed substantially.
In contrast, the 3050 retains the legacy 3030 styling, including a black
faceplate and a dark wood veneer draped around the top and sides. The
C 3050 also has simplified, retro controls with push-button selectors for
inputs and small knobs that control treble, bass, balance, and a choice of
A/B speaker outputs. Owners also get a bonus headphone amp with a Ya-inch
input on the front panel.

TONE
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Legacy Looks

Two VU meters on the left corner of the panel add some fun to the visual appearance. When

warming up and muted, the VU meters LEDs shine red. When circuits are ready for playback,

the meters switch to yellow-green. The bottom-right side of the faceplate sports a horizontal
line of LEDs. The first is orange. Then, as volume increases, the subsequent six green LEDs
light up individually.

NAD offers a single subwoofer output on the back panel and a pair of RCA connectors for the
included moving magnet (MM) phono stage. The C 3050's one-and-only linestage input is a
little disappointing since some audio fans like myself appreciate the option of connecting more
than one line-level source.

Modern capability

Under the hood, NAD modernized the 3050 significantly with a built-in DAC and other digital-
ready capabilities. Physical connections include RCA/Coax and optical inputs. For those with
a TV that supports HDMI Enhanced Audio Return Channel (eARC) functions, the C 3050 has
you covered there, too. The C 3050 also includes Bluetooth capability for wireless music
transmission. Those seeking WiFi or Ethernet connection options must purchase the upgraded
edition) model that includes the BluOS capability plus other cool features like multi-room
playback and room correction using an included microphone with NAD's Dirac Live software.
All versions come with a remote control.

However, C 3050 versions lack a type B USB input accommodating a streamer like the Roon

Nucleus. According to NAD, the BluOS can access a user's music library independently. Our

review sample is the NAD 3050 base version, so we cannot offer hands and ears-on perspectives
regarding the card's added functionality. But for more information, do check out the C 3050

instruction manual for all the details about NAD's latest integrated amp.

NAD claims their new integrated amp dishes out 100 watts-per-channel, with 135-watt peak
power from efficient Class D circuitry. Driving GamuT RS3i stand-mounted speakers (4-ohm,
87dB sensitivity) requires most of the NAD's available power. The sound, however, never
seems to distort.

NAD /) j'é:w q_,gk/;:'bl(J((b .E",/.-’kﬂze—ﬂd(bx
STEREOPHONIC AMPLIFIER C 3050

\|I‘J

STEREOPHONIC AMPLIFIER 3030

PHONO

IN' 7~ 5 NIC H~"\R LOI

For comparison, Luxman rates their L-590AXii integrated amplifier as 60 watts into four-ohm
loads. When listening to the GamuTs through the Luxman, turning the volume beyond the
midpoint is a rarity. I expect that getting more robust volume from the NAD should not be a
problem when paired with smaller or more efficient speakers.

NAD also added an excellent feature for energy savings. When no signal passes through it for
a few minutes, the amp shuts itself off by default.

Listening

NAD put some serious effort into what matters most — the sound. Cold and out of the box, the

C 3050 sounds mighty good, and sonics improved after warm-up and a few days of playback.
Highs, lows, and mids shine through with solid balance, and the 3050 maintains a good grip

on the speakers. Regardless of genre, the 3050's signature acoustics render favorite recordings
well. It never sounds dull, even with lower-quality recordings, but it's not strident, either. NAD
did a great job balancing detail retrieval with a touch of warmth, just like their legacy products.
The C 3050 provides a stellar example of how far Class D topology has improved and refined over
the last several years.

Bass can sound a tad boomy when streaming through Bluetooth, but that challenge diminishes
when using a higher-resolution digital or analog signal. If you want more or less treble or bass,
no problem. That's an easy fix with the 3050's tone controls.
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Soundtage—wise,the NAD does a
great job rendering musical elements
extending beyond the speaker
boundaries. With albums like Pitch
Black’s Rude Mechanicals, musical
elements bounce all over the room
and generate a very engaging
presentation — even through the
Bluetooth input.

You can get greater bass authority,
plus a more lifelike and detailed
presentation through more powerful
and more expensive components.
However, sitting and listening to the
C 3050 for hours while watching
the VU meter indicators rock back
and forth is gratifying. It’s a great
piece of gear.

Summing up

The NAD C 3050 base model costs
$1,399, the 3050 with MDC2 BluOS-D
upgrade runs $1,899, and the LE
version will set you back $1972. The
upgraded packages are an excellent
choice for those willing to stretch
their budget a little, providing extra
versatility and future-proofing.
While we could not test it, the LE
version's room correction tools can
substantially improve overall musical
portrayal.

Using similar functionality through a Roon
Nucleus certainly does. The base model
C 3050 is still a marvelous option for those
seeking an economical entry point who don't
want or need the BluOS module's capability.

Whichever version they choose, prospective
owners will enjoy enormous value from the
C 3050 package. For the price tag, a buyer
gets an amp, preamp, phono stage, headphone
amp, and multiple options for digital playback.
In the world of hi-fi, any one of those
components can cost a lot more than the
entire C 3050. Plus, it delivers on the most
crucial characteristic — great sound. If you
seek a turnkey integrated amplifier system,
the NAD C 3050 is an excellent choice for
price-performance playback.

Additional listening

Giving the C 3050’s MM phono section a
spin proves rewarding. This is a great place
to start your vinyl journey. Plugging in the
Technics SL-1200GR with Ortofon 2M Black
delivers a dynamic, quiet and musical
vinyl experience. Even with a more budget
rig (used vintage Technics table and vintage
A-T MM cartridge) this adds to an already
well rounded integrated.

Like Rob, I had a C3020 back in the old days
and actually, that’'s how we met. I had asked
Kurt Doslu at Echo Audio here in Portland
if he knew anyone with a 3020 I could borrow
and the rest is history - Jeff Dorgay

SPEND MORE
TIME WITH IT
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Coincident
Frankenstein Stereo

Not a Monster at All.

$2,499 (without 300B output tubes)
coincidentspeakers.com

oni Mitchell’s lovely voice always lends itself to a great match with SET

amplifiers and my Heretic AD612 speakers. Tracking through a copy of
Court and Spark, a record I've been listening to for a long time starts out
great, becoming more sultry with each track as the amplifier warms up
from ice cold. By the time the next record (Santana’s Abraxas) is up, the
big soundfield has become huge and the amplifier gets more control in
the low frequencies. By an hour, the tubes are fully warmed up and stable,
offering even more tubey goodness.

Coincident’s owner, Israel Blume is a clever guy. Instead of selling his
Frankenstein Mk.II 300B stereo SET power amplifier with one 300B or
other and have everyone argue about his choice, he’s put all the quality
into the amplifier, letting you choose your favorite pair. If you've never
had the pleasure of experiencing one, they manage to create a special
kind of audio magic with a pair of efficient speakers that is nearly
impossible not to embrace.



www.coincidentspeakers.com
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While cliches like “game changer,” “giant killer,” and the like abound, the
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Winner of the Queens Award for Enterprise
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WHERE HIGH END AND LUXURY MEET

FOR SALE INQUIRES CALL US AT: 941-259-6000

“This
amplifier
responds

well to
premium
tubes...”

ONE
Western Electric

No. 3@@= B o
VACUUM TUB

MADE IN U.S.A.
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MUSICAL SURROUNDINGS CELEBRATES 33 YEARS OF THE BEST ANALOG GEAR

Simply wonderful

This amplifier delivers such a high level A N A L O G R E V O L U T I O N

B S OV W Optical Phono Cartridge Selection
to listen to a solid state amplifier again.

You may never want to listen to another
amplifier again. The key to success with
an 8 or 9-watt per channel amplifier is
the right speakers. If you find the right
speakers for your Frankenstein, you'll 4 7
be loving it. g i ) v e — ﬂAR?T{‘EIEEX < Rﬁ% ', “ MASTER
The 300B single ended triode amplifier / \ — . AN Sin. | ¥ y

is a model of simplicity. Simple to the point Vo

that almost anyone can make one. Getting

one to sound great is another movie and

ge‘Fting qne to sound great f:or a r'egsonable & 0 ‘ Cartridge ofitho e oo o

price, still another level of attention to - N L ‘ Technological Breakthrough - 2021

detail. Frank is in the last category, and \'d 7 1 o e

considering how involving this o\ o e 2 | - GRAN DEX a

amplifier isgj I can only im;gine how : gV - ‘ ’ MASTER ASTER DS A Am3
good the Frankenstein monoblocks ;

are with even more power supply

and fine tuning. Precious few people

can make a great 300B amplifier, at

any price.

B ‘ S |

S
=
— N
D
=
e
—
(=
-

I'm happy to go on record saying this T s N
is one of the finest 300B amplifiers T ' S y A ‘ DSw3 ™™

I've had the pleasure of listening to. bsp |

The level of high frequency
extension and bass grip offered
by this amplifier, even with budget
300Bs reveals major attention to
power supply design and trans-
former choices. Going this route DS W 3 DS 003 DS E 1
still has you sporting a killer

300B amplifier. At this price I

highly suggest spending time on

the 300B planet, even if you don’t

stay there. And don’t bother :

looking for a used one — I've rarely

ever seen Coincident gear for sale on the u O
secondary market. People tend to keep them.

In closing, I'm happy to present the Frankenstein with our Product of SURHUUNDINES

The Year Award in the low powered amplifier category. And as I like to say... [ EST. 1991 - OAKLAND, CA |
JFBO. (Just F***ing Buy One) You’ll be glad you did. MUSICALSURROUNDINGS.COM | 510.547.5006

Cartridge of the Year - 2022

Creating the Future of Analog Music
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When space is at a premium, think in-wall. Much like the word "lifestyle"
used to be somewhat unspeakable, and so it was for speakers designed to be

installed in your walls.

Fast forward to now

Today, several ofii ompanies have applied the knowledge
g floor-standing speakers to create in-wall products. Now,
see the same level of sophistication in crossover, driver, and baffle designs
brought to the in-wall game. Many of us immersed in the two-channel world
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Tribe L
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architectural customers don't care how their in-wall system sounds any more
than someone proclaiming that a car is merely something to get from A to B,
plenty of us with audiophile sensibilities still need more performance. With

that, we present the Totem Tribe LCRs.

Wi v S STI6

LCR SPEAKER / ENCEINTE MURAL ENCASTRABLE

My current 2.1 AV system already uses Totem Kin Play Tower speakers, and
there's no place to put in-wall speakers, so the Tribe LCRs have been incorporated
into my garage system. I spend a lot of time there, so having a mega garage
system is a major treat. And we're seeing an awful lot of high-end garages - go
no further than the Instagram page @dreamgarages. I hope this review will
influence some garage owners to pony up for a pair of Totems for their space!

ol diH VaVIYD J5E3ND TRk

S

57

;
- .
B

At $4,000 a pair, these are not inexpensive speakers, and considering there is
no big wood cabinet, rest assured these speakers deliver the performance ofa” -
pair of Totem's top-range floorstanding speakers costing even more. The ﬂ
quality of the drivers, crossover networks, a:nd attentmn to fine detall are .

the same
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ABSOLUTE PRECISION AND UNMATCHED PERFORMANCE

What's hiding behind the wall

Each of the Tribe LCRs is in a compact, sealed enclosure, only 25.51 x 7.09 inches.
(648 x 180mm) And to fit inside your favorite walls of 2x4 construction, only 3.75
inches deep. (95.25mm). To get solid bass out of the dual 4-inch woofers, the LCRs
incorporate a pair of 5-inch passive radiators with a 1-inch titanium-infused soft
dome tweeter.

A tiny, paintable "virtually bezel-less" bezel of white metal paintable grill covers the
enclosure with ease. There is a single pair of 5-way gold-plated binding posts around
the back for easy connection to your favorite speaker cable. If using stripped/tinned
leads, firm up those connections. You won't want to take it all apart again.

With a 6-ohm nominal impedance and a rated sensitivity of 91dB/1-watt, these speakers
will produce plenty of music with everything from an inexpensive starter AV receiver
to an audiophile tube amplifier. They are very tube-friendly, so the Tribe LCRs might
be an excellent solution for a den, study, or office where you'd like a high-quality, low-
footprint system.

For the commitment adverse Hand made in Germany by master machinist Julian Lorenzi, the Forte Turbo is AMG's reference-level flagship

turntable. The Forte is machined from a solid aluminum billet and incorporates AMG's celebrated oil-damped
If you're still in the construction phase, Totem has a kit to build space for your LCRs bearing, decoupled spindle, 24v DC brushless motor, upgraded linear power supply, and reflex clamp.
and save time. However, if your walls are up and the thought of cutting holes in the
walls scares the heck out of you, I understand. If you or a friend are handy with a
table saw, cut a temporary enclosure slightly bigger than the speakers and tack the
boxes to your walls with some wide Velcro. A bit of peeled paint from
removing the Velcro will be much easier to repair than an "oops" hole
in the wall.

Consider how you will be listening to your Tribe LCRs
in your room. If you are more couch-bound, if they will
be more part of a theater environment or even a stealth
two-channel system, you may like the tweeters placed
closer to ear level. However, suppose it's more of a party
room, or one for less critical listening. In that case, you
can get away with mounting the speakers higher, as the
Tribe LCRs have great horizontal dispersion. Otherwise,
cut the hole so the tweeters are about 48 inches and be
done with it. But I suggest experimenting a little, even
if you put them up on a bookshelf, to get a feel first.

FORTE POWER SUPPLY NN 12JT TURBO TONEARM

OPTIONAL ENGRAVED FINISH ——
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Sierra Sound represents excellent analog audio products from around the world, such as AMG, Benz SI[”M S””””
Micro, ViV Laboratory, and more. Contact us at sierrasound.net to find a dealer near you.
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Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com



www.passlabs.com

“With an equally good
amplifier and source
driving them, the Totems
rock...”

You might even wonder if you need a pair
of speakers on stands anymore. They are
that good. Running through a wide gamut
of material from solo vocalists to serious
hard rock, the Totems never run out of drive.

The dynamic range that allows them to
excel with the wildest rock or electronica
assures an equally satisfying with your
favorite movies and, of course auto racing.
As mine are in the garage, they make for
extremely satisfying Formula 1 coverage.
I truly enjoyed having them cranked up as
Max Verstappen clinched the 2023 Driver's
Championship in Qatar this fall. There may
be another pair of these and a massive
surround receiver in next year's budget....

Best of all, these are fantastic speakers for
people who crave high-end sound but just
don't, won't, or can't have a big pair of
speakers in their listening environment.

As we have four pairs of Totems in our
family with the addition of the Tribe LCRs,
I'm a fan. #toneaudioapproved.
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Scorpions
Love at First Sting, and...

Andrey Medina is from El Paso, Texas. I've been following him on Facebook
for years now, and in addition to his incredibly good taste in music, animation,
and Mexican cuisine, he has the best rock T-shirt collection I've ever seen. One
day I asked him if he would share some of his collection with us and bam.

Is this a tribute to the legendary Scorpions, or what? Who’s going to be
joining us in vegas to see them this year?

EPOS

You are interested in
becoming our new US-distributor?

Well, that’s understandable.

What Hi-Fi?, LP International & Hi-Fi News among many others already fell in love.
For the latest reviews click here:

e | |1y | (R
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For further information please contact info@epos-loudspeakers.com
Distributor in Canada: www.gramophone.ca

Epos Loudspeakers, MaxstraBe 75, 456127 Essen, Germany, Tel: +49 [0)201/236412 BDOS'IOUdspeakers.com


www.epos-loudspeakers.com

= Female Vocals Playlist - No Patricia Barber MUSICAL SURROUNDINGS CELEBRATES 33 YEARS OF THE BEST ANALOG GEAR
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: If you’ve ever stepped in a HiFi store or a room at a
hifi show, there’s an abundance of female vocal tracks T U R N TA B L E S O I: T H
being played. A lot of them you’ve probably heard
way too many times.
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So here’s some alternatives to the stuff you usually
hear. Might even get you thrown out of the place.

MASTER INNOVATION
The Absolute Sound 2020

The Pretenders - Bad Boys Get Spanked
Cardi B- W.AP.

Patti Smith - Because the Night
Blondie - Attack of the Giant Ants

clearaudio
Eurythmics - Would I Lie to You?

CLEARAUDIO
MADE IN GERMANY

Grace Jones - Warm Leatherette
Christina Aguilera - Live With Me (With Mick Jagger)
Neneh Cherry - Phoney Ladies M U S I E A |_ 33
Betty Davis - Game is my Middle Name SURRUUN["NES
| EST. 1991 - OAKLAND, CA | * REFERENCE JUBILEE

Roberta Flack - Where is The Love? (With Donny Hathaway) MUSICALSURROUNDINGS.COM | 510.547.5006 Stereophile 2022
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by Jeff Dorgay

VONCTONE

BAT
VK-80t

Stereo Power Amplifier
A substantial update

$11,995

balancedaudio.net

Listening to Fleetwood Mac’s self-titled record from 1975 with the
BAT VK-80t powering the YG Acoustics Hailey 3s is incredibly involving.
The YGs are so resolving, I truly love the warmth that tubes bring to
the mix. It’s always a fun part of the audiophile experience to hear small
details and nuances so clearly in a recording you’ve been listening to
for decades. The tightly woven harmonies of Stevie Nicks, Lindsey
Buckingham and Christine McVie all float between the speakers in a
way that seems to happen much easier with tubes and vinyl than any
other combination.

After spending a lot of time with BAT’s flagship REX power amplifier
($25,000) and the VK-56SE that I’'ve had for years, the anticipation to
see what they could come up with at the $12,000 price point is high.
I must admit, ’'m a huge fan of BAT since I reviewed and bought the
first piece of their gear about 15 years ago. BAT does an equally fantastic
job with circuit design and visual execution - they look as powerful as
they sound.

TONE

041



www.balancedaudio.net

Unlike a few tube amplifier manufacturers
striving to build tube amplifiers without “a sound,”
(a just pursuit, just not my cup of) the sonic
signature of a BAT amplifier is unmistakable. Their
sheer dynamic power, weight, and expansiveness
are like no other. Eyes closed I doubt you would
mistake a BAT amplifier for something else.

No doubt part of this comes from their full triode
output stage (not just running a pentode tube in
triode mode), based on the Russian 6C33 tube. I
know I'm being biased here, but I absolutely love
the sound of BAT tube power amps. If you're going
to deal with tubes, let’s have some tube sound, eh?
But don’t let me sway you with expectation bias —
however I suspect you will strongly respond one
way or another.

The VK-80t begins the BAT tube power amplifier
lineup at $12,000, delivering 60 watts per channel
into 4 or 8 ohms in stereo mode, but can be updated
at the factory to be a monoblock amplifier, or
ordered that way to start. It is a fully balanced
amplifier, with a push pull, triode output stage.
There is only a single pair of XLR input jacks on
the rear panel, with no provision for RCA inputs.

In addition to four 6C33 output tubes (two per
channel) a pair of 6H30s and 6SN7s make up the
input/driver stages, along with a pair of 6922s that
are under the chassis. I've never seen NOS 6C33s,
so that aspect of tube rolling is off the table,
however if you can still find some original NOS
6H30s floating around, they will bring one more
click of refinement to your VK-80t. Think of the
6SN'7 as more of a tone control. There are many
variations on this tube, and will all sound different,
not necessarily better. The one advantage to some
of the vintage 6SN7s is that they will last almost
forever. However, the VK-80t is just fine right out
of the box.
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More about tech and construction
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Peripherals

Digital Source dC ivaldi ONE, Aqua LaScala

Analog Source SME 20 turntable w/IV.Vi arm
and Hana Umami Red cart

Preamplifier Pass XS PRE and BAT VK-80
Phonostage Pass X and Nagra Classi

Speakers Team Fink Kim, MartinLogan ESL9,
YG Hailey 3, Peak Consult Sinfonia

Cable




Our Product of the Year Awards

celebrate what we feel is the ultimate

expression of a particular component,

whether it be at a specific price point,
or technological achievment.

While we take a more “concierge”
approach at TONE, trying to find
what we feel are the most exciting
products to put onyour short list, the
TPOY products deliver even more.

Much as we hate to use the B-word
the selections that follow represent
the “best of the best” of what’s
come through the door this year.

We've completed full reviews on
nearly all of these, but a couple
are still in process, with final
copy to follow in early 2024.

We do not expect you to spend
your hard earned income on
anything, simply because we think
it’s fantastic, but is our hope
that should you be looking for
something in one of these
categories, you would at least
give our choices a listen.

Our hope is always that if any
of these products warrant
your investigation, you would
enjoy them as much as we have.

It’s all about finding that special
piece of gear that will take you
somewhere you've never been.

All of these items pass that test.
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ENLEUM AMP-23R



www.enleum.com

TP,

Speakers:
Peak Consult T
Sinfonia

$60,000/pair

peak-consult.dk (subject to cu variations)

eak Consult Sinfonias are an incredibly natural
of speakers!

In addition
compliment
you can list

verything written in the review, the biggest
can pay is that the Sinfonias are a set of speakers
o for days and never tire of them.

Fantastic in évery way.


www.peak-consult.dk

Product of the Year

Power Amplifi
Balanced Audio

$11,995

balancedaudio.net

It kinda looks like we’re heading back to the glc@ﬁwg-bottle
side of the fence, doesn’t it? BAT has been hitting it out of the
park with every one of their new relases. ' -

Fantastic mechanical design, powerful musical circuitry, and
those big triodes! How cool is that?

Listen to a BAT before you spend anywhere near this kind of
money on something else with tubes. Trust us on this.



www.balancedaudio.net

PI'()(ILI(‘[ of 1]10 Year

Preamplifier:
conrad-johnson
ART 88

$28,000
conradjohnson.com

/ A

i

Whenever conrad-johnson releases a piece in the Art collection,
1t 1S something truly special. The ART88 goes the extra mile to keep
that tradition intact.

C-J's preamplifiers have always been at the top of reviewer’s best of
the best list, and for good reason. Every C-J box says “It Just Sounds
Right” on the side, and it’s so true.

The ART88 has everything in abundance: dynamics, subtlety, and a
tonal quality that will spoil you for anything else. Just don’t ask them
to make it in silver, black, or offer balanced connections.

One of the best money can buy.

Al
£/ ¢



www.conradjohnson.com

Product of the Year

-

’ f;‘Jlmplifier/ Low power:

Coincident Frankenstein 300B Stereo

‘2,49 ) (without 300B output tubes)
d

v ®

&

e coincidentspeaker.com

p - &
. -
g’ P
-
\ ¥
\ fthere’s ever been a reason to explore the special qualities of

A a Single Ended Triode amplifier, the Coincident Frankenstein is
it.For Twenty-five hundred bucks, you get a solid, basic, building

block. Coincident puts all their energy in the construction and

S great transformers.

The input tubes will get you going, and you can start with
reasonably priced 300Bs. Out of the box with basic tubes will
amagze you, substituting premium tubes will floor you.

You need one!

-



www.coincidentspeaker.com



www.ampsandsound.com

TP,

Staffer Chris Harr liked his Mola-Mola Tambaqui DAC so much,
he jumped off the cliff for the Lupe phono. After us putting our heads
together on the tandem review of the Lupe and the Tambaqui, it’s
clear that these are both class leading products, that offer so much
of the sonic performance (with even more functionality) than many
of the crazy money competitors, it would be a crime not to give them
Product of the Year status.

From the interesting shape of the casework, to the ability to configure
all four inputs from the comfort of your chair makes this one of the
most flexible phono stages going. It’s also one of the quietest ones
we’'ve heard as well.

(&3

Mains Voltage (auto switching):
100-120 / 200-240V~, 50-60Hz
Mola Mola Lupe Phono Stage. Handcrafted in the Netherlands. Power consumption: 20W


www.mola-mola.nl

The last Luxman table we had in, the PD-171 was a winner, but
they’'ve taken it even further with this table.

The new Luxman tonearm is a model of elegance and performance,
and combined with their new MC cartridge (a POY last year) is a
formidable analog front end at a very reasonable price.

None of our pictures truly do justice to the fine level of machining
and assembly that goes into this turntable. It is beautiful to behold,
and even better to play records on!



www.luxmanamerica.com

yduct of the Year



www.mola-mola.nl

Here’s what makes the Focal Bathys so
cool - they offer a lot of the tech and expertise
from the $4,400 Utopias in a $699 pair of
phones.

But even better than that, they take advantage
of Mimi Hearing technology, that adjusts what
you hear to your own ears. No one else is
doing this and it makes for one of the best
headphone experiences going.

Oh yes, the Bathys also feature a 24/192 built
in DAC, 30 hour battery life (verified) and
noise cancellation that really works and
doesn’t cancel the music.

Best of all, they feel like a $4,000 pair of
headphones on your head.


www.focal.com



www.wireworld.com

Accessory:

Finite Elemente
Pagode Master Ref Mk. 2

Configuration determines final price

finiteelemente.com

Product of the Year

Nothing combines beauty and
functionality like the Finite Elemente
audio racks.

They are built with a fanatical
attention to detail, make a difference
for the better in how your system
sounds, and improve the

visual appeal of your
components by leaps

and bounds.
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What could be better?

Nothing as far as
we are concerned.
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www.finiteelemente.com
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www.2xhd.com

Jim Macnie always has the best choices when it
comes to jazz. We always find treasure in his column,

so it’s always great when he can send us a list of albums
he’s digging.

JOSHUA REDMAN

where are we

FEATURING

Gabrielle Cavassa

Joshua Redman - Where are we

Brandon Seabrook - Brutallovechamp

Linda May Han Oh - The Glass Hours

Ambrose Akinmusire - Beauty is Enough

John Coltrane w/Eric Dolphy - Evenings at the Village Gate
Chief Adjuah - Bark Out Thunder Roar Out Lightning
Terrence McManus - Karacell

Dorothy Ashby - With Strings Attached

Jonathan Blake - Passage

Nina Simone - You've Got to Learn

Kris Davis - Live at the Village Vanguard

Miguel Zenon/Dan Tepfer - Internal Melodies

egglestonworks.com



www.egglestonworks.com
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e seek high value in everything
we review, yet some things go above and
beyond what is expected at any given price.
Such is the nature of the Exceptional Value
Awards.

Continuing last year’s trend, we had a few
more than our usual ten EV awards. We
really got a lot of high-value stuff to
evaluate this year! This is a trend that
is continuing, with so much great gear
for those just getting into audio. Thats
pretty exciting.

We hope that at least one or two of these
manage to make it on your radar, and
we thank all of the manufacturers that

have sent things our way for review.

Here’s to 2024! : _ TONE Exceptional Value Award




This year PrimalLuna loyalists were rewarded
with a phono stage to match the rest of their
PL gear. And it’s a beauty.

However, in the traditional half-chassis PL
form factor, it’s a great phono section for
the rest of you wanting a bit more tubey
goodness to go along with your analog
playback.

Being a PrimalL.una, you know it’s gonna
run forever.

TONE Exceptional Value Award

PrimaLuna
EVO 100 Phono

$3,695

primaluna-usa.com

TONE Exceptional Value Award

YG
Cairn

$8,500/pair

yg-acoustics.com

The smallest of the YG speaker lineup
is every bit a YG, sharing engineering
excellence and attention to the finest
details, just as in their flagship models.

If you need a small, but high performance
speaker, these are fab.


www.primaluna-usa.com
www.yg-acoustics.com

EMERALD PHYSICS

Output Power

&

On/Standby

&

Mid-Century Modern on the outside (and you
can customize finishes!) but all 21st Centu
on the inside.

Priced right, plenty of power, and with the

lat in GaN FET dev , this is one of the
most inviting class D amplifiers going.

Really a joy to listen to, and always a conversation

600.2SE

Beginning audiophiles on a
budget, that don’t want to
sacrifice sound quality,
but need major jui
this is the amp you 1

TONE Exceptional Value Award



www.underwoodhifi.com
www.javahifi.com
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TONE Exceptional Value Award

The Classic 98 sub from REL is designed

for speakers with a more vintage sound,
when the speed of a modern REL is a little
too fast for the speaker.

We have used these to excellent result with
a number of vintage speakers from JBL
to our 40 year old Acoustats! B
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$5,499/pair

atc.audio N

TONE Exceptional Value Award

These compact (but heavy!) monitors deliver big studio sound when
space is at a premium. If youre really pressed for space, consider the
active version, but we were really impressed with the natural ease
these delivered.



www.rel.net
www.atc.audio

Focal
lestia no.1

$1,198/pr.

Cool as Focal’s gigantic
Utopia series is, we are
constantly amazed at
how much value and
performance they are
always able to pack into
their entry level speakers.

The Vestias continue to
deliver maximum
value.

SVS
3000 micro

$899

svsound.com

Ez(x

TONE Exceptional Value Award
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www.focal.com
www.svsound.com
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parasound.com

The Zphono serves up MM and MC operation,
along with some features reserved for much
more expensive phono stages: balanced output,
variable loading and a handy rumble filter

right on the front panel.

Robust build quality and stellar sound all
add up to an entry level phono pre that

is anything but. Which only furthers
Parasound’s long reputation of top
performance at affordable prices.



www.parasound.com

sz

TONE Exceptional Value Award

EZX

TONE Exceptional Value Award

The tiny Vera-Link class-d amps
velcro right to the back of your
speakers, and connect via
Bluetooth.

totemass

They sound great, and are the
perfect way to bring sound
wherever you are, and a great
way to put a spare set of passive
speakers to use too.

Definitely the most fun thing
we’ve reviewed all year.

And shouldn’t hifi be a little
more about fun?

The Totem Element
Fire v.2is one of the
most powerful compact

speakers we’ve used.

This two way can fill a
large room with ease.
Natural sound and the
solid LF response you

expect from Totem.



www.verafiaudiollc.com
www.totemacoustic.com

2023

TONE Exceptional Value Award

While the model you see here is more of a “sample,” built
to show what they could do in the paint shop at Perreaux, you
can order your 200ix in any of these fun colors.

With a built-in streaming DAC and phono stage, you won’t
have to worry about it matching your other gear. Or you
can get the standard black or silver.

But why?


www.perreaux.com

TONE Publisher’s Choice Award

It's back. There’s just a few pieces that we loved
that really don’t fit into a specific category. So here
we go.

SCULPTURE A

LE PHONO SE

Working strictly as a class A single

ended device with no feedback,
our phonostage uses only solid
state components (no op-amps)
with the shortest signal path
circuit possible.

Tailor built for your cartridge
with carefully selected and
matched high end components,
it works with any MC cartridge
from 0.1mV (74dB of gain)

up to 2.5mV.

Le Phono SE, a solid-state
design without the usual issues
of tube electronics.

info@

anamightysound.com

®

A.4 Silver

A.4 Copper

made by Ana Mighty Sound

A5 & A4 SCULPTURE A
PHONO CARTRIDGES

Already awarded by French press
with a « Remarquable » award,
the A.3 and A.4 phono cartridges
display a minimum tracking of
90 micron @ 300Hz lateral that
will allow you to get the full
definition of your records. For
this we have developed a
specific damper and use only
boron cantilevers with dedicated
geometry diamond tips.

With outputs from 0.1mV to
0.3mV with either silver or
copper coils and impedances
between 3 to 40 ohms.

retip

Our insights on cartridge “repairs”
What if each cartridge was
restored as unique artefact ?

We do not believe that glueing

a cantilever and diamond tip

is enough. Aging has an effect on

your cartridge as well as usage
wear, dust, hygrometry and UV.

Cartridge service : your cartridge
does not sound as good as you
remember ? The damper might
have been tampered with, the

It is the perfect companion
of our Le Phono Single Ended
phonostage and others.

With a compliance of 12 @100hz
and three bodies, mixing
impregnated wood with pure
brass, copper, silver or gold, we
are able to fine tune the

weight and fine tune the sound
of your cartridge to match
perfectly the mechanics of your
tonearm.

The A.3 is a fixed characteristic
design,the A.4 is a tailor made
cartridge up to your requests.

We can check it out and get back
the original parameters

without altering the parts of
your cartridge.

Fine-repair : we are able to
completely rebuild Neumann DST
(or Lumiere), Clément cartridges
and most MC cartridges available.
Open coils ? Stiff damper ? Broken
cantilever ? We know how to deal
with these issues and will do our
best to get your cartridge as close

azimuth of your diamond tip is to its original status, even though
starting to be off or maybe the we can certainly alter your
‘: l ﬁ piano wire is getting loose ? cartridge up to your requests.
SOUND f

TONE .070



www.luxmanamerica.com
www.anamightysound.com

TONE Publisher’s Choice Award

These are some serious floor-
standing speakers.

Everything in the YG Haileys is
done to perfection, with nothing
implemented less than 1007%.

As lovely as they sound, they
are also a work of acoustic and
aesthetic fine art.

If you're looking at the usual
suspects in this price range,
check out the Hailey’s before

you write the check.

We think you’ll be pleasantly
surprised.

Last year the Lina stack was our
product of the year in the personal
listening category, and rightfully so.

But it’s gotten even better. With the
current software and firmware
updates, you can now use your Lina
as a control preamplifier to power a
two-channel system.

This easily doubles the value of this
component. With a single analog
input (that’s perfect for a phono pre)
the LINA now becomes a low profile,
high performance front end for your
entire system.

dCS has always done a fantastic job
in their full sized DACs with this and
the Lina carries on that tradition.

Add your favorite power amp, pair
of speakers and roll.

I'm seriously thinking of cozying
this stack up to a compact Nagra
power amplifier when my reviewing
days are over and calling it good.

)

TONE Publisher’s Choice Award

dcs

LINA

ONLY THE MUSIC


www.yg-acoustics.com
www.dcsaudio.com

L

Underwood t1iT1

VALUE INNOVATION IN HIGH END AUDIO

AN AMPLIFIER FOR A LIFETIME
THE EMERALD PHYSICS 600.2SE

TONE Publishers Choice Award | NTR TU RY

Talking serious value for the dollar here. 5 s 1 999
The new BAT VK-8C is ur

from - a a
past BAT desig 1 every) Y - IMC otably, g ge
it now comes standard with their top super- ©)
pak capacitors. o
Also, the VK-80 offers balanced and RCA ins DEL'VERED NYWHERE |N THE WORLD
and outs, making it more versatile as well. 600 W ATTSQC HANNEL POWERHOUSE
and dvr SELECTABLE TUBE OR SOLID STATE FRONT END
. ( o’ O.‘m"“ :
T"he
sﬂu‘d -
Yoty AMp
iy,
ot
YOUR MUSIC
YOUR WAY _
EMERALD PHYSICS = e
DELIVERS IT ALL F ONG Y. P! '

Rp—— - — p “ :,-,-----v-w---o
underwoodhifi.com | underwoodwally@aol.com | 770.667.5633

CALL OR EMAIL TO ORDER



www.balancedaudio.net
www.underwoodhifi.com

‘

S cheesy.
her into the

e get, the more -
ilty pleasures

e turntable mat! -

 AVIDHIF]

MADE IN THE UK

VOLVERE TURNTABLE

Designed and handcrafted to the same precision engineering standards as the Acutus turntable, bespoke versions of the unique clamping,
stainless steel bearing and suspension systems have been developed and applied to this novel design.

External vibrations are dissipated by our variable frequency suspension system, effectively isolating the cartridge from extraneous influence
making for a dynamic, powerful sound and full of emotion.

Volvere bundle including Altus tonearm and lonic cartridge: $12,999.00

avidhifi.com | focalnaimamerica.com | Distribution by Focal Naim America | For more information : 1 800.663.9352 / info@focal-naim.com o


www.avidhifi.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com

t’s easy to get excited about new gear.
A lack of enthusiasm would be scary,
don’t you think?

Yet, when the initial buzz wears off,
the ultimate question is would you
pay the money and live with the
component you just finished gushing
over? Talk is cheap.

Some complain that audio reviewers
are granted an industry discount,
which usually amounts to dealer cost.
However, the physical act of writing a
check is more often than not the
great equalizer. Rarely does the
discount act as a way to save money.
Access to a better price usually
means buying the next model up.

If you know you walked into a record
store, and were informed that everything
was on sale, would you buy fewer
records? I know I wouldn't.

To this end, we’ve created the
#toneaudioapproved award and
hashtag out on social media.
Maybe you've seen it.

That means we’ve put our credit card
on the table. It’s one thing to
exhaust your adjective gland in
the hope of being quoted somewhere.

It’s quite another to have some
skin in the game. These are the
ones we bought this year.

PS: The additional benefit of
purchasing a component means
we can keep it longer than the
usual review cycle and produce
a long-term follow up in a year
or two, providing additional
insight.

TONE

Audio
Approved
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European Superstars

turning heads, delighting hearts, igniting passion

Distributor in North America:
matternornaudio.com

+1 B817/7-494-1400

_ _ MATTERHORN
info@matterhornaudio.com Audio Aroup

Last year we purchased the
Red (and still love it) and now
the Blue becomes part of our
reference fleet.

This is a seriously great
cartridge, and for many, can
be your final destination.

TONE
Audio
Approved



www.matterhornaudio.com
www.musicalsurroundings.com

ONE-STEP Audio

Approved |

MOFL.COM

’,
Nof only do I give the MoFi One-Step records;the‘ o
#TONEAudio Approved award, I give them niy personal

- K --: ,.'...

¢

Some of us never quit....

Now available on “eels!

Reel to reel isn’t the only revolution.

If you’ve always enjoyed making a mix
tape, but are tired of the crazy prices for
NOS cassettes, now there’s an answer.

Try the new Capture C-60 cassettes, from Splicit.

It’s a Type 1 tape, with plenty of range, to capture

the nuance on your favorite LPs or CDs.

Hence the name.

www.splicit.com



www.mofi.com
www.splicit.com

PS AUD
BHK 60

$29,999/PAIR
PSAUDIO.COM

TONE
Audio
Approved

 big, we had to give the
1 we could still only fit o

e a hybrid design, and
magnificent mind of the

d with over 600 watts
antastic reference tool,
nd magnificent as well.



www.psaudio.com

KUZMA
4-POINT ARM Audis

Approved

)

usiclfeergingereo

$5,869 - $14,230 (ARM LENGTH)
ELITEAVDIST.COM

Chris liked the Kuzma 4-point so much, he bought
it before we even got started on the review!

And as the Kuzma is one of the finest tonearms
going, he made an excellent choice. Depending on
your table, and preferences, the 4-Point is available
as a 9-inch, 11-inch, and 14-inch tonearm.

The interchangeable head shells make it easy to
run multiple cartridges with a single tonearm, but
you might end up wanting two anyway!
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concierge@ta-hifi.com

Engineering Emotion



www.eliteavdist.com
www.ta-hifi.com

THE A IREIENEEARL AAKOYA

$3499 EACH Since 1950 (PicTUReD) $1899 EACH
MAXIMUM SOUND LEVEL MAXIMUM SOUND LEVEL
118 DB MONO, 124 DB STEREQO 115 DB MONO, 121 DB STEREQ
BANDWIDTH BANDWIDTH
14 — 27,000 HZ 30 -27,000 HZ
DESIGN DESIGN
3 DRIVERS, 3 AMPS 3 DRIVERS, 3 AMPS
POWER POWER
1600 W RMS / 3200 W PEAK 1050 W BMS / 2100 W PEAK
DIMENSIONS / WEIGHT DIMENSIONS 7/ WEIGHT
12.6" DIAMETER / 40 LBS EACH 8.7" DIAMETER / 18 LBS EACH

AUTOMATIC ROOM CORRECTION. ETHERNET/WIFI — BLUETOOTH — SPDIF — OPTICAL — RCA ANALOG — USB FOR MUSIC ON EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES
CONNECT YOUR FAVORITE STREAMING SERVICE VIA THE CABASSE STREAMCONTROL APP

I' PROUDLY ENGINEERED IN FRANCE | CABASSE.COM

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTION IN NORTH AMERICA BY UPSCALE DISTRIBUTION. DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME. UPSCALEDISTRIBUTION.COM

TONE
Audio
Approved
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www.upscaledistribution.com
www.totemacoustic.com
www.cabasse.com

Audio
Approved

What does Marshall Wood, ¥ SL-120006 TONE
bassist for Tony Bennett, & ' 120
think of his Backert Labs? | 1

"With the Rhumba Extreme

preamp, my ||Sten|ng expe rrence M ‘ve regretted sellling my 1200 GAE a couple of years ago, so
. d I b h [ had to get back on the bus with the closest thing I could find,
Immediate y pecame much more (i the new 1200G. Now $4,200 and not made in Japan anymore, this

satlsfylng " N Ay table still seems to be every bit as high quality as the original.
.

Photo courtesy of Provincetown
Jazz Festival

"This was a very big step forward in listening enjoyment, feeling
more like what | experience when I’'m playing bass in a group.
It’s like I’'m right there in the room, hearing every detail of the
instruments. The rhythm and pace are delivered with greater
palpability than | have ever heard, and the result for me is

pure nirvana." — Marshall Wood

BACKERT LABS

www.BackertLabs.com Preamp specialists.

Bass player for Tony Bennett beginning in 2009, Mr. Wood has also played with Monty
Alexander, Randy Brecker, Dizzy Gillespie, Scott Hamilton, Anita O'Day, Marian McPartland,
Joe Pass, Nelson Riddle, Clark Terry, Phil Woods and many other jazz greats. He is featured
on Bennett's double-platinum Grammy award-winning album Duets Il, Tony Bennett at 90,
and in concert appearances around the world. There was no expectation of an endorsement
in this purchase and Mr. Wood paid for his Rhumba Extreme in full.


www.backertlabs.com
www.technics.com
www.backertlabs.com

A new gold standard N AIM

from PS Audi
itk i CD5-S| TONE
StellarGol/d Preamp and DAC Apprgvég

NAIMAUDIO.COM

Even though streaming is the rage, putting a disc in and
pressing play is still an incredibly satisfying thing.

This deck sounds fantastic, and is built to last, with an
incredibly robust CD mechanism.

\

Once in a great while, an exciting new product
design direction comes along that sets a new
standard for performance within a price range.

The all new StellarGold DAC and Preamplifier,
two essential components that will transform your
system.

Our generous trade in program can help you make {l oda



www.psaudio.com
www.naimaudio.com

I'm always tempted to play
this record.

I know, that’s really corny.
Sorry. But this is a classic
that never gets old.

And aren’t those the records
that get you through the
best and worst of times?

The swissdigital Fuse Box replaces the obsolete, slim piece of

wire separating you from your music. The microprocessor circuit
that is faster and more sensitive to current anomalies taking its
place brings a new level of transparency to your favorite component.

Each swissdigital FuseBox is hand built and calibrated to the current
requirements of your specific component.

So, just say no to fuses, and enjoy a new level of fidelity.

“When playing our
reference tube integrated
using Vera-Fi Audio’s
Swiss Digital FUSE BOX,
the combination delivers
a sense of greater depth
and an improved render
of acoustic instruments
in space.”

- Greg Voth/StereoTimes

Just scan the QR code or go to WWW. Ve


www.verafiaudio.llc.com
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Masterpiece Award - 2023

es, it’s that time again.

Continuing our now three year tradition of

a special award for great products built by

companies that have stood the test of time,
these manufacturers get the trophy this year:

AVID, conrad-johnson, and Naim.

Rather than waste your time calling something
out as“the best,” and then somehow finding a new
best before you even get the credit card bill,
we feel these products will stand the test of
time, and no matter what is introduced
after them, you will still be proud to own
them.

To us, that is the real benefit. And besides,
we think you're way too smart to keep
falling for this nonstop barrage of
superlatives.

Here are the three that I put my personal
stamp of approval on.

Let me know what you think.

-Jeff Dorgay, publisher

jeff@tonepublications.com



AVID has come full circle, now their
full line of ACUTUS tables also includes
their own Nexus arm and Ruby MC
cartridge.

Should you be interested, they do produce
a full line of loudspeakers and electronics
if you want an all-AVID system.

AVID tables have been reference components
at TONE for nearly as long as we've been
publishing, and they have always been

class leaders.

That deserves proper recognition, and we
are happy to give the AVID Acutus Classic
table this award for 2023.

avidhifi.com

Masterpiece Award - 2023



www.avidhifi.com
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Masterpiece Award - 2023

I ‘ve owned a conrad-johnson preamp of one model
or another since 1980 (the PV-1), and have reviewed
nearly all of the rest.

At the beginning, their tagline was always “it just
sounds right,” and they still do. The current ART 88

is just the ultimate expression of that philosophy.

If you pick up any other hifi magazine, c-j preamplifiers
have always been at the top of most reviewers lists.

With good reason.

conradjohnson.com



www.conradjohnson.com
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Masterpiece Award - 2023

Though Naim has chosen to concentrat

and streaming, their e entry in the CD p

is the $1,995 CD58Si player.

At the end of the review, I had to purchase the CD5Si, not
and builLA tol

al dig

e digital inputs. It just
ying CD.s. In this ADD world, it

naimaudio.com

| ®eee



www.naim.com

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...

PS Audio 5
Stellar Gold DAC When Art Embraces Science,

$3,999
psaudio.com

Founder is no ordinary loudspeaker. \We've treated every

PS Audio is always the champion of delivering high part, large and small, as if it were the most crucial piece of the
performance and an incredibly useful feature set at whole. Every component has been thoroughly researched,
realistic prices. designed, engineered, and tested. Not only are the drivers
completely new, so is their mounting hardware, the cabinet’s
Their new Stellar Gold series incorporates a lot of what internal structure and shape, and even the feet. By leaving no

they’ve learned developing past flagship components and
offers a multitude of inputs, including an I2S input for
their transport, as well as being RoonReady.

element unaddressed, we've created something that is much
greater than the sum of its parts.

Hence the name.

Shown in Paradigm’s
exclusive Midnight
Cherry Finish.

StellarGold DAC

——I " StellarGold Dlgltal to Ana!og Converter n

Boulder, mmmmm

Designed, engineered, and fully
Crafted in Canada, by people
who love great audio (just like you).
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paradigm.com/findmydealer
TONE .088


www.paradigm.com/findmydealer
www.psaudio.com

SourcePoint Loudspeakers
Designed by Andrew Jones

EISA |Best
AwarD: | Product ANDING
0 2023-2024

NDMOUN

Mok SourcePoint 8

SourcePoint 10 SourcePoint 8

Two Speakers, Countless Accolades

y’m % "The SourcePoint 10 makes a major statement in the under-$10k speaker
ﬂ) category and breathes new life into the concentric loudspeaker genre. At
v its asking price, it represents a major bargain and a mandatory audition
o> for audiophiles and music lovers alike."”

- Dick Olsher, The Absolute Sound

“Clean, superbly well-defined low frequencies, the natural-sounding
midrange, the high sensitivity, the easy-to-drive impedance, the ability to
play loudly without strain, and the affordable price, the SourcePoint 10
gets a thumbs-up from this reviewer.

- John Atkinson, Stereophile

“The sound of the MoFi Sourcepoint 8 went far beyond its “bang for
@ta the buck” descriptors and provided a refined and balanced sound
that should appeal to the tastes of even the fussiest of audiophiles.”
- Marc Phillips, Part Time Audiophile

‘I“.“ "Andrew Jones has done it again!” - Steve Guttenberg, The Audiophiliac

Experience them in person at your local dealer
or learn more online at mofielelectronics.com

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...

Fink Team
Borg Episode 2

$36,490/pair

matterhornaudio.com (INA Distributor)
finkteam.com/products/borg/ (manufacturer)

The Fink Team Kims have been an
integral part of our publishers
reference component lineup, and
considering how much performance
they deliver at $12k/pair, we anticipate
great things from the new, improved
Borg Episode 2.

No Star Trek jokes.


www.mofielectronics.com
www.matterhornaudio.com
www.finkteam.com/products/borg/

The new Mini, A612, and A614
speakers from Heretic will take
yowback to a friendlier day.

Modern re-imagining of a
classic design takes these
compact monitors to a
place that will make you
smile.

Read the full story here.

www.thehereticspeaker.com

gllererics

Distributed by
THE HERETIC LOUDSPEAKERS COMPANY
9320 Saint-Laurent Street, Montreal CANADA

Reviews in our immediate future...

Fine art indeed

$28,000 to $30,000
conradjohnson.com

Now that C-J’s ART power amplifier and ART88 preamplifier
have been out for a while, they offer the last part of the
puzzle to analog lovers - the Art Phono.

This all tube phono stage offers a single MM and a single MC
input (with step-up transformer), or it can be configured with

two MC inputs.

We still have the Art88 here, so this should be a heavenly
combination.

TONE .090


www.thehereticspeaker.com
www.conradjohnson.com

MARTIN LOGAN®
Truth in Sound

DISTINCTIVE DESIGN,
ELEGANT EXECUTION,

BEAUTIFUL SOUND.
MOTION: REIMAGINED.

Introducing the all new Motion XT and Motion Series from

MartinLogan - A collection of high-performance speakers for
home theater and stereo listening that will elevate your audio
experience to new heights. These aren‘t simple upgrades from
their predecessors, but a new level of quality and excellence
that makes for an unforgettable experience every time you play
them. Reimagined with a bold new look, and a host of audio
advancements, we left nothing on the table to bring you our

best Motion Series yet.

Available at your local authorized MartinLogan

retailer or online partner.

—

f

3 FINISHES AVAILABLE

¢ ;l()‘\'w lel(k

Satin White Walnut

martinlogan.com

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...

Skyanalog REF
MC Phono Cartridge

$3,250
skyanalog.com (Factory)
gramophone.ca  (NA distributor)

We were really excited about the level of performance
that Skyanalog’s G-1 delivered, so we are anxious to
see what their reference cartridge can extract from
the grooves!

TONE

.091


www.martinlogan.com
www.skyanalog.com
www.gramophone.ca

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...

PARAS O'UN D

JC 1+ Mono Poewer Amplifier

CH Precision
I1 Universal

Integrated amplifier

$42,000 - $52,000 (depending on config.)
4

. ; 8 S ;- ch-precision.com
Five years in development, the new JC 1+ monoblock amplifier is the

ultimate achievement of Parasound and legendary designer John Curl.

While CH Precision is often known more for their
——————— o top of range, mega-dollar components, the I1 Universal
: *' Integrated is a technologicalmasterpiece in the way
it delivers much of the sheer capability of their massive
seperatecomponents in a more compact package, for
those wanting high sound quality, but not neccessarily
needing a four-box phono stage or two to four mono-
block power amplifiers.

Mono Amplifier PARASOUND

JC1+

If you choose to add their on-board phono stage, the
price tops $50k, but considering what you’d save on
cables alone, the 11 is an incredible bargain for top-
tier hifi.

Glea Cail.

oo HTemp

You might even say it’s an exceptional value. Hmmm.

-
—— “...If someone whispered in my ear and said,
‘you're listening to a six-figure pair of amplifiers,’
| would believe them. The JC 1+ monos are that good, that refined, that musical.”
Jeff Dorgay, Tone Audio

441> 3528 kHz -4048

“This is a superb-sounding amplifier that will get the best from every loudspeaker (D TRANSPORT

Q AOOIN oG08 2%

with which it is partnered. Well done, Mr. Curl."
John Atkinson, Stereophile

Since 1981 Integrity endures. www.parasound.com



www.parasound.com
www.chprecision.com
www.parasound.com

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future...
T..H E F

In celebration of 40 years in the pursuit
of high-performance in audio,
conrad-johnson is pleased to present
our new limited production ART150
(stereo 150 Watts/channel) and
ART300 (mono 300 Watts) amplifiers,

each a virtual window on the
Totem Acoustics

Bison
right in your home. Monitors

emotional experience of live music

$2,200/pair
totemacoustics.com

After the exciting results we
achieved with the Cairn mini
monitors from YG, and a sub,
pairing them up with YG’s
own sub, is a perfect match.

Built to the same exacting
standards as the rest of the
linup, a Descent/Cairn system
is indeed formidable.

Stay tuned for a full review.

COnrad"j ohnson 1 just sounds right.

2800K Dorr Ave - Fairfax, VA 22031 « phone: 703-698-8581, fax: 703-560-5360 - www.conradjohnson.com

TONE .093



www.conradjohnson.com
www.totemacoustic.com

TENSE Reviews in our immediate future... MUSICAL SURROUNDINGS CELEBRATES 33 YEARS OF THE BEST ANALOG GEAR

JBL L52 Classic
Monitor Speakers

$1,000/pair
jbl.com

The success of JBL'’s Classic 100s have prompted two HANA'’ S UMAMI| BLUE

smaller models, the smallest L52 pictured here. As you
can see, they have a direct lineage to the most famous
speaker in the history of audio, with the trademark

orange waffle grilles.

We’ll keep you posted as soon as they arrive! O F T H E Y E A

-

HE LEVEL

L52 CLASSIC

JBL. Noreidy#, CAUSA

: HANA AWARDS
s

Umami Red - Tone Audio 2023

Umami Blue - Tone Audio 2023

Umami Red - Audiophilia Canada 2022
Hana SL - The Absolute Sound 2022
Umami Red - The Absolute Sound 2021
Umami Red - StereoNET Australia 2021

Umami Red - Hi Fi Review Hong Kong 2020

Umami Red - Hifi+ UK 2020

Hana ML - Hifi+ UK 2019

Hana SL - International HiFi Press Awards 2019
Hana SL - Tone Audio 2018

Hana SL - Mono & Stereo Best of 2018

it 23

EST 1991 - OAKLAND, CA
MUSICALSURROUNDINGS.COM | 510.547.5006


www.jbl.com
www.musicalsurroundings.com

MINE
YOURS

HOLIDAY SHOPPING EDITION

Welcome to MINE:

We’re not just crazy about music and hi-fi here at TONE. While we
can put many labels on our ethos, claiming to be music lovers, audiophiles,
or perhaps even qualityphiles, that doesn’t even cover it. Having met so
many of our readers from all over the globe, our readers are playful
and inquisitive to say the least.

You've told us you like automobiles, motorcycles, fine art, bicycles, toys,
cameras...Well, you get the picture. Lumping this all under a banner
labeled “Style” seems too limiting. Let’s face it, we’re all a little selfish
when it comes to our stuff.

Let’s call it what it is - MINE!
We’ll be sharing more of our favorites as we go.

This issue, it’s time to revisit something we haven’t
done in a long time, a holiday shopping/gift guide.
One of the best parts of this section is turning our

readers on to new fun things-toys and such.

In the effort to be more festive, we
present an expanded MINE section
this month, to give you a few more
hints (or to give your favorite
someone wielding a credit
card some hints) when

they ask that fateful, “But

I never know what to get
you” question.

Point them here. As we
do not participate in
any “affiliate” programs,
the items that do have
direct purchase links
are strictly for your
convenience.

Happy, happy!

TONE

.095

(H-LINK HD

The New C1.2/C1.2 Mono Upgradable/Expandable DAC/Controller

For over 10-years, the Award-winning CH Precision C1 DAC set the digital standard, its upgradable architecture
and sophisticated software keeping pace with digital developments, keeping it at the cutting edge of digital
music reproduction.

The new (1.2 eclipses that remarkable performance, offering four times the processing power of the C1, a more
accurate MEMS-based, shunt regulated and thermally compensated clock, local regulation for both DSP and
FGPA hardware, sophisticated power management to further reduce residual noise and full MQA compatibility.

It all adds up to more of the music, all of the time.

Of course, the C1.2 still offers the same future proof, upgradable, expandable architecture, allowing owners to
move from a single box DAC all the way to a seven box digital solution with the same zero redundancy, zero
cost penalty and zero risk of obsolescence.

But best of all - and in true CH Precision tradition - any C1 or C1 Mono can be upgraded to full C1.2 status for
the difference in price between the units. That's roughly 15% of retail, depending on the age and spec of the C1.
Not bad for a decade old DAC!

Digital decoding without the losses — musical or monetary!

DSD. @maa DXD_ uPnP MOON @cobwz 1 pa,

Direct Stream Digita) Digital eXtreme Definition —— ready

For a dealer or distributor near you: www.ch-precision.com/where-to-experience

C|I- www.ch-precision.us - inquiry@ch-precision.us


www.ch-precision.us

ACCURACY IS
ESSENTIAL TO BEAUTY

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

HOLIDAY SHOPPING EDITION

HIGH QUALITY
SIDE

" STEREQ-SOUND

OO,

BB-90

L s

Liven up the party with a Bumpboxx...

Verismo

( Diamond Cantilever
synct of them together for wireless stereo. Multi-Wall Carbon Nanotube Suspension

. I , Titanium SLM Housing
Wireless and USB inputs, plus an SD card slot means

e can join in.

accuracy in sound

ORTOFON INC +« 500 Executive Blvd, Suite 102, Ossining, NY 10562 +« 914.762.8646 « info@ortofon.us * ortofon.com



www.fidelisav.com
www.ortofon.com

Ll 2

2
Eg
="

Z
Q
=
)
=
&)
&
[a W
o
@)
aw
N
P>
2
=
@)
aw

Portable sound everywhere

$299/pair (450 w/Veraliink)
verafiaudiollc.com

Vanguard has a new pair of small speakers

that will knock your holiday socks off. These
tiny two-ways are the perfect gift for your
favorite music lover. And, if you’d like to use
them anywhere, take advantage of the VeraLink
bundle to connect directly to your bluetooth
source.

Send your kids back to college with good
soundin January, or just splurge on yourself.

.aspen F

* perfect size loudspeaker

=

R2

Ao


www.psaudio.com
www.verafiaudiollc.com
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A Classic 911 you can actually drive...

$400k (starting)
thersrproject.com

If you've always wanted a “longhood” Porsche 911, and an RS or RSR in
particular, this is a car pretty much reserved for race cars, rock stars and
the like. Even an average example will set you back a million bucks if you
can find one, with the cars needing nothing pushing over four million.

While $400-500k might seem a bit crazy, consider this car starts life as a
3.2Carrera, and everything is gone over top to bottom, so if you can live
with aclone (I know I can) you've got essentially a new RSR-ish 911 with
no miles on the clock. And you can customize colors, interior options and
even some suspension tuning as well.

With new 911 GT3RSRs costing about this much ifyou can get one, do
you want analog or digital?

TONE

.098

THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE: LASTING VALUE

Before you buy a new audio
component, consider why some
people would rather own a
used McIntosh than a
new anything else.

Made in the USA

“The best source I know ‘for all things McIntosh’ is Audio Classics in Vestal, New York.
They do a lot of restoration work on Mclntosh products and are an authorized McIntosh dealer and service center.”

Jim Hannon,VP/Group Publisher & Senior Writer, The Absolute Sound

Timeless design. Legendary construction.
Sound investment.

3501 Vestal Road « Vestal, New York 13850  Call 607-766-3501 or 800-321-2834
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 st — Other Hours by Appointment



www.thersrproject.com
www.audioclassics.com

* lnn I2 Now available in the USA!

Fidelis

distribution, llc

The key to Funktropolis is right here! (awww.)
By Super 7

fidelisdistribution.com

The best $20 you’ll ever spend
super'7.com

HOLIDAY SHOPPING EDITION

The crew at Super 7, always coming up with innovative
desk toys has outdone themselves with this tribute to the
king of funk. Their latest, the Bootsy Collins Black & Gold
Re-action figure is as funky as it gets.

Buy your favorite bass players one of these and stay ‘
forever in their good graces. While you're at it, peruse the . : y
Super 7 site, and buy a few things for yourself! - Q N e C

LA BB A K 201 Bl *
* *
L PN vy
* *
* kX

AR i

;J‘Ir-:ﬁwix

- e sty B AP GG ;n'}l:&*
Jﬁa a5, Ly S

e o e

The country that brought us Democracy and
The Olympics now brings us award-winning
e — electronics from Lab12.

melto2 Remote Controlled
The experts agree.
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OUTSTANDING PRODUCT

TONE120.099


www.super7.com
www.fidelisdistribution.com
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You know we love our G-Shocks....

$415
tokyo-studios.com

If you can’t afford one of those coolio Rolex’es
with the Tiffany blue dials, these modded G-Shock
watches (with stainless or white rubber straps)
are pretty spiffy.

And spend a little time on their site, they have
a lot of other fun variations on the theme.

Don’t Let The Size Fool You...

The new Scout from
Vera-Fi has only been
out for a few weeks and
is gettting rave reviews
around the

globe.

This $299 pair of mini
monitors is amazing
audio enthusiasts new
and old with its classic
two-way design that
fits anywhere.

And, cabinet quality
you’d expect on far
more expensive models.

www.verafiaudiollc.com

“They posess a lot of soul” - Jeff Dorgay, The Audiophile Apartment


www.verafiaudiollc.com
www.tokyo-studios.com
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Give your Christmas and New Year some
Hip-Hop holiday flavor...

$25.99 (on sale!!)
gizmollly.com
Out with the elf on the shelf. Get Snoop on a Stoop instead.

Word.

WELCOME TO THE NEW SOUND OF MUSIC

WWW.CLARISYSAUDIOUSA.COM
941-259-6000



www.gizmolly.com
www.clarysisaudio.com
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Forget the cool colors...

$800.00
yeti.com

Yeti has made quite a name for themselves with their
bright colored, extremely colorful, nearly indestructable
coolers and associated gear.

But now they have stainless steel. Mmmmum.

E——y

TONE

.102

The new V2 woofers are a dramatic advancement of our famous 7" Torrent
driver. Evolved and meticulously developed over the past 10 years, exclusively
by Totem, they are at the very top of the world'’s dynamic speaker pyramid.

The New Element Metal V2 ... A state-of-the-art musical experience!



www.yeti.com
www.totemacoustic.com

Cool Stuff From Mo-Fi Distribution N OTTI N G HAM u
(Part one) N Dw R
|

I asked the folks at MoFi Distribution for a few
of their favorite gift ideas, and this is what they
came back, with links.

We are euqlly impressed with all of these choices
and either have reviewed them, or heard them in
person, so we givethem our stamp of approval
as well.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING EDITION

Even if you miss the holiday deadline, sometimes
the best presents are the ones you buy yourself?

So maybe exchange some of those lame presents
and?

HiFi Rose RS520 All-in-One Network Streamer —
$3,695

Click here to visit site

\\ = e — . 4
= c™ = T
& bits 48kHz 2ch, @nas« 384KHz I : :
o ork Streamer RS520 ‘ f you’d like to experience one of the UK’s
Advanced AII—In-Onev€|\>|§tW % finest turntables, call 959-589-6364 to order,
—— _— o or visit our website:
n e _—— ——
G N\ g~ = /‘/ nottinghamturntables.com

Sl We look forward to sending one your way.

/ audioencounter@aol.com

Photos courtesy Peter Garvey


www.nottinghamturntables.com
www.aquahifi.com
https://www.hifiroseusa.com/products/rs520-wireless-network-streamer-integrated-amplifier
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Cool Stuff From Mo-Fi Distribution
(Part Two)

We've heard these a few times now, and the slightly
smaller version of the SourcePoint 10 is the perfect
combination for a smaller room. Great with your
favorite tube amp too!

MoFi Electronics SourcePoint 8 Loudspeaker
$2,750/pair, $2,999 with stands

Click here to visit site

The Leak 130 was a hit with everyone here,
and our friends that gave it a try. The new
230 has more power and more features!

LEAK STEREO 230 Integrated
$1,495

Click here to visit site

This has to be the best deal going for a
pair of 2.5 way floorstanding speakers
featuring a 6.5” woofer, 68.5” midrange
and a dome tweeter.

Wharfedale 12.4 Floorstanders
$749/pair

Click here to visit site

Now you can get your hands on the
legendary EMT sound for a very
reasonable price!

EMT HSD 006 Cartridge
$1,795

Click here to visit site

Ever drift off when listening to
your favorite records? You need
a Little Fwend.

Little Fwend Auto Tonearm Lift
$199 - $249

Click here to visit site


https://www.mofielectronics.com/products/mofi-electronics-sourcepoint-8-loudspeakers-pair
https://www.emt-tontechnik.ch/cartridge/emt-hifi/hsd-006
https://www.leakaudio.com/products/stereo-230-integrated-amplifier-in-walnut?variant=40851941359709
https://www.littlefwend.com/

/

/
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When you need to make a rfnixtape...

$38.95 and up
splicit.com

Splicit’s capture 914 and 930 open reel (and cassette) tape
delivers fantastic sound quality at a price that won’t break
the bank.

They carry a wide range of other tape, and tape recorder
accessories as well. So instead of Netflix and chill, how
about mixtape and chill?

TONE120.105


www.splicit.com
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A new gold standard
from PS Audio

StellarGold Preamp and DAC

Watch you weight the right way...

$299
musicalsurroundings.com

You can spend less on a digital scale, but we’ve been
using the Clearaudio Weight Watcher for nearly 10 -zz
years now with incredible success. It’s one of our
favorite analog accessories. We finally had to replace
ours because a friend dropped it. The good news is
there’s a new, improved model.

StetarGold Proampiter

Never lend your tools to anyone. Make em get their
own. Or perhaps suprise a friend with one this holiday
season so they won’t ask to borrow yours!

Once in a great while, an exciting new product
design direction comes along that sets a new
standard for performance within a price range.

The all new StellarGold DAC and Preamplifier,
two essential components that will transform your
system.

Our generous trade in program can help you make musical magic today: % \\

TONE120.106 800-PSAUDIO www.psaudio.com


www.splicit.com
www.psaudio.com

Keep those cartridges and
headshells safe!

ACOUSTICPLAN
$29 AUDITORIUM 23
audiotechnica.com EMT

YICAVERDIER
) ) LEBEN HI-FI
Whether you are a DJ, an audiophile, or

both - if you have more than one cartridge LINE MAGNETIC
already pre mounted to a head shell, this

HOLIDAY SHOPPING EDITION

: MURASAKINO
is a great way to keep them safe, sound,

and dust free. RIVIERA LABS
As the plastic base is a bit light, we’d SENTEC
suggest attaching this base to something SHINDO LABORATORY
heavier, to keep your cartridges

from falling over. SPEC CORPORATION

_ SUGDEN AUDIO
A nice wood block perhaps.

TELLURIUM Q
Or maybe a gold bar! (If you've

: TONAPPARATE
really got game)

_technic@

@ =


www.toneimports.com
www.audiotechnica.com
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acoustic quality
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Optologic DAC

I got so close.

If you’ve been reading our pages for a while, you know how much I love
vintage Nakamich gear. If you by chance collect the 600 series, you know
how hard that vertical rack is to get.

If only it had been a little closer to home.... T | M E L E S S

If.

Dominio Digitale

www.aquahifi.com
info@aquahifi.com

TeMmort ledoce



www.aquahifi.com

TONE120.109

Club Mix compilation expert, Scott Tetzlaff’s
theme for this playlist is “Global Cabaret.” A potpourri
of new and old that would feel at home in an eclectic
Cabaret setting.

| IS

Wilson Simonal - Nem Vem Que Nao Tem
C’mon Tigre, Seun Kuti- The Botanist

Dope Lemon - Home Soon

El Michels Affair - Detroit Twice

Khruangbin - Time (You and I)

Ms. Lauryn Hill - Can’t Take My Eyes Off Of You
Amanaska - Sleep

The Pool - Jamaica Running

Lunar Disco, Luciano - Devil’s Hands (Luciano Remix)
Doja Cat - Paint The Town Red

Jade 4 U - Rainbows (Midnight Mix)

Groove Armada - At The River
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863-825-5380 | barta@floridaaudioexpo.com
www.floridaaudioexpo.com

Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa
555 North Westshore Boulevard

Tampa, Florida 33609

“Great vibe, nice venue and enthusiastic attendees!
And hey- Florida in February isn’t bad either!”

— Angela Cardas Meredith, Cardas Audio

“The clientele are enthusiastic about the “The show was well organized, attendees were
plentiful and interesting, with many new faces
i we don’t see at other shows.”

music. You see people of all ages...

it’s a lovely show

ettt G - Jeremy Bryan, MBL North America


www.floridaaudioexpo.com
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Dealers That Mean Business

THE NEW HD PHONO

THE REFERENCE STANDARD IN ANALOG

We’ve had this section at the back of TONE for some time now, and actually before
we got hit with COVID, and it was easier to just pop in your favorite hifi store for a
cursory visit, I was planning on an extended road trip to seek out great audio salons.
I’'m sorry to say that quest has been on hold for a while.

A few years later, times have changed, the landscape has changed somewhat, but
the best dealers have adapted and are still thriving. Innovate or perish, as the saying
goes. Most have gone to an appointments only model, which hasn’t been all that
much of a stretch, because many hifi shops had adopted this model, or at least a semi-
appointment model before the current situation. Of course, stricter anti-cooties
protocols have been engaged, and for the most part, customers have stayed in the
retail game.

LOAD 185 ’

We’ve swapped a few people out here, but most of the dealers we were featuring are
still doing well — we are truly glad for this. As it becomes easier and easier to travel
again, I’ll be back on the road seeking out more great dealers and attending events.

In the issues to come, we’re also going to be featuring commentary from these dealers,
telling their stories on how they’ve adjusted, and what, if anything they’ve learned
and changed.

As we move into the year 2022 (which still feels weird saying) I still firmly believe . I '"ml
the support from a great hifi dealer is essential to help you wade through the ever ¥
increasing complexity of audio, whether it be two channel, theater, or something

in-between. !

To recap what I've said here before: Nearly every audio system that has failed to
achieve the greatness expected of it can be traced back to poor component choice
and setup. I've heard a lot of systems all over the world, and it always falls back to
these two factors.

The top retailers need our support now more than ever.

nagraaudio.com
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Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin - Ultra Fidelis
1 1 www.ultrafidelis.com
Enjoy The Experle nce 7125 West North Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53213

.
Power

= e Portland, Oregon - Echo Audio
www.echohifi.com
5904 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy
Portland, Oregon 97221

Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com


www.passlabs.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Vancouver ,Canada - HiFi Centre
www.hificentre.com

433 Carrall Street

Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3 888.232.9995

Gig Harbor, Washington - Gig Harbor Audio
WWW. glgharhoraudlo com

3019 Judson St. Suite D

Gig Harbor Washington 98335 253.228.6021

EXCELLENCE REMASTERED

Mu-so 2" Generation | Premium Wireless Speaker

$1299.00
Chromecast AirPlay 2 TIDAL Spotify® Bluetooth Internet Digital Input Multiroom Qobuz
built-in Connect (aptX HD) Radio™ (S/PDIF)

naimaudio.com | focalnaimamerica.com | Distributed by Focal Naim America | For more information : 1 800.663.9352 / info@focal-naim.com o


www.naimaudio.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

TONE

Marietta, Georgia - The Audio Company
www.theaudioco.com

146 South Park Square NE

Marietta, Georgia 30060

:'_i i = \ﬂ'f'.r--‘_lr'

San Diego, Califonia - Deja VU Audio West
www.dejavuaudiowest.com

4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E

San Diego, California 92111
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Optimized or Compromised?

With the modular OCTAVE ==
HP 700 preamplifier,
there is no trade-off!

With the OCTAVE HP 700 tube preamplifier there is no sacrifice of personal
customization to enjoy perfect sound quality. Distinguished by its powerful and Audiaphilé tang
airy sound, the HIP 700 also boasts the incredible flexibility of eight optional comSloReSy
high-end input modules, allowing perfect customization to any system without
a hint of audible compromise.

CTAVE

MODERN CLASSIC Pertectly optimized

optional input modules

ﬁ Meticulously crafted in Germany - Available exclusively from select authorized OCTAVE retailers - www.octave.de


www.octave.de

Dealers That Meun Business - Listings
9 “No reason to mince words: this is the best “...the Absolute is probably the

headphone amplifier | have ever used...” most flexible headphone amplifier
La Verne, California - Upscale Audio HEDIKEsler T ELINews I've ever encountered...”
upscaleaudio.com Grover Neville, InnerFidelity

2058 Wright Avenue
La Verne, California 91750

“It's rare that you come
across something that
is so totally different.
It's a beautiful design,
flush with fun options
that make it an
absolute joy to play
with, and it sounds
absolutely fantastic to
boot!”

Dave Hanson,
EnjoyTheMusic.com

\ “It does what an audiophile amplifier is
— supposed to do...to say it is musical is to

y barely scratch the surface.”

I :

LABORATORIES.INC. Gary Alan Barker, Headphone.guru

“Fit and finish is impeccable,
as | have come to expect
from Manley...”

Al Chieng, Positive Feedback

)

“An absolute joy to use.’
Steven Stone, HiFi+

Vestal, New York - Audio Classics
audioclassics.com

3501 Vestal Road,

Vestal, New York 13850

absolute

HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER

| - E— .
1 Nicintosh tinfogh

TRADITION OF EXCELLEN ”

LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE™

www.manley.com | +1 909-627-4256 Handcrafted in Chino, California

TONE 14


www.manley.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings
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Morton Grove, Illinois - Quintessence Audio
quintessanceaudio.com

5701 W. Dempster Street

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053

Scottsdale, Arizona - LMC Home Entertainment

Imche.com
15507 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 135
Scottsdale, Arizona

115

Designed By Science... Driven By Passion

) @qm\n;izs,q a

Analog Excellence

Sample our Phono Statement.
Your record collection will be
glad you did...

W \\.l‘l)ilI('ilI(‘Ill‘i|)(‘(‘ll\('l’.('|}lll


www.coincidentspeaker.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Sarasota, Florida - Suncoast Audio
www.suncoastaudio.com

7353 International Place, Unit 309

Sarasota, Florida 34240

Santa Fe, New Mexico - Gestalt Audio
www.gestalthifi.com

24 Sunlit Dr. West

Santa Fe, NM 87508 (by appointment)

] '\.;*._'”’-‘wL‘!\"‘-ﬂ"r'ﬂ”ﬁ-".”
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WEAL'O TTE RUOIN...
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ITAY TONE amp

LISTED TO TUHSIC

“There are so many reasons to stay home and listen to music, especially with
Cardas in the system. To learn more about Cardas cables, connectors, chassis wire,
solder, and flux, visit the Cardas factory in Bandon, Oregon. Or contact us by
phone or email.” - Angela Cardas

Cardas Audio, Ltd. » 480 11th St SE » Bandon, Oregon 97411 * 541-347-2484 » info@cardas.com


www.cardas.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

San Francisco, California - AudioVision San Francisco d GS

www.audiovisionsf.com ONLY THE MUSIC
1628 California Street

San Francisco, California 94109

LINA 3

dCS is thrilled and honored that the

Expert Imaging and Sound Association—
EISA—selected the Lina series as the
e

best high-end headphone solution.

The dCS Lina series was conceived as ONLY THE MUSIC
a highly capable and hugely versatile
selection of audio separates that can
be used independently or as part of a
complete playback system and excel
within a wide range of environments.

Ring DAC™

.
111, -
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Lina’s exceptional musicality and trans-
parency also make it ideal for use in a
two-channel audio system where space
is limited. A Lina system can be built
component by component. The system
can begin with the Lina Streaming DAC.

Austi.n, Texas - Whetstone Audio Later, the Lina Mc.n‘fter Clock or the Lina
. Headphone Amplifier can be added.
www.whetstoneaudio.com

2401 E. 6th. Street #1001 Lina shares the same technology,
Austin, Texas 78702 obsessive attention to detail, and build
quality as the multi-award-winning dCS
Vivaldi, Rossini, and Bartdk.

Available now for audition at
authorized dCS dealers.

-
EISA . |Best

AWARD:| Product

..ot | 2023-2024
HIGH-END HEADPHONE SOLUTION
dCS Lina System

@O foyw
Pictured: Lina DAC (top), optional Master Clock (botto dCSonlythemusic



www.dcsaudio.com
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mhificentre

S ome of our favorite new picks. Thanks to 50 B R A N D S
your favorite streaming services, you can vet
these selections, should you care to commit

to physical 111edia. 8 DEMO ROOMS
Enjoy: 1LOCATION

BEFORE ANE AFTER - NEIL YOIING

DEMIGODS
FUTURE OF HELL
HATEFUL

¥, orues f-' ml
UNLOVED -} - : .Em!‘ia

B
En "I.

CHILDREN OF
SORROW

sicKo

ASHAMED

! (OF BEING BORN)

- DSMV

DONT TRY

original soundtrack
- 3 music by nick urata
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Super Cute It Still Rules Kinda Twin Peaks-y, but Fun

433 Carrall Street | Vancouver | Canada | 604 688 5502 hificentre.com


www.hificentre.com

acora
_audeze
audio physic

| | ]
audiovector
udioVision
dan clark audio
' dynaudio
san francisco elac
focal
v ¢ niti gallo
gamut
hifiman
jl audio
marten

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE meze

monitor audio

CALL OR VISIT US FOR 25 YEARS OF EXPERT ADVICE psb

acoustics
raidho/scansonic
rel acoustics
sennheiser
triangle

warwick acoustics
wharfedale

yg acoustics

IDEON AUDIO
ALL M O D E LS acoustic signature

This is the Best & Most Analog Sounding Digital  astell&kem
we have ever Heard!

audioquest

bel canto
bluesound
brinkmann
cardas

chord electronics

: ch-precision
; " clearaudio
: crystal cable

devialet

dr. feickert

funk firm

gold note

grandinote

gryﬂhon

ana

h.r.s.

ideon audio

innuos

integra

kiseki

lyngdorf audio

lyra

marantz

margules

moon by simaudio

nad

naim audio

nordost

octave

| Y ortofon
1 puritan
quad
quadraspire
rega

roksan

sme

sonos
soundsmith
stillpoints
technics
vinnie rossi
weiss enginerring
woo audio

1628 california st. (on the cable car line)
san francisco, california 94109
415-614-1118

www.audiovisionsf.com

Where to find what you've seen in this issue.

AMG/Benz Micro sierrasound.com
AmpsandSound ampsandsound.com
Ana Mighty Sound anamightysound.com
Anthem anthemav.com
Aqua Audio aquahifi.com
Audience audience-av.com

Audio Art Cable audioartcable.com

Audio Classics audioclassics.com
AudioVision SF

Backert Labs

audiovisionsf.com
backertlabs.com
Capture Cassettes

Cardas Audio

splicit.com
cardas.com
CH Precision

Clarisys Audio USA

ch-precision.com
clarysisaudiousa.com

Coincident coincidentspeaker.com

conrad-johnson

conradjohnson.com

dCS desaudio.com
Dynaudio dynaudio.com
Egglestonworks egglestonworks.com
Enleum enleum.com
EPOS epos-loudspeakers.com
Florida Audio Expo floridaaudioexpo.com
Focal focalnaimamerica.com
Harbeth fidelisav.com

Heretic Loudspeakers theheretiecspeaker.com

HiFi Centre

Java Hifi

Luxman

hificentre.com
javahifi.com

luxmanamerica.com

b
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www.audiovisionsf.com
www.sierrasound.com
www.ampsandsound.com
www.anamightysound.com
www.anthemav.com
www.aquahifi.com
www.audience-av.com
www.audioartcable.com
www.audioclassics.com
www.audiovisionsf.com
www.backertlabs.com
www.splicit.com
www.cardas.com
www.ch-precision.com
www.clarysisaudiousa.com
www.coincidentspeaker.com
www.conradjohnson.com
www.dcsaudio.com
www.dynaudio.com
www.egglestonworks.com
www.enleum.com
www.epos-loudspeakers.com
www.floridaaudioexpo.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.fidelisav.com
www.thehereticspeaker.com
www.hificentre.com
www.javahifi.com
www.luxmanamerica.com
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Confidence

IS NOENE.AINGTto Shout ahout it

Get The Gear: Where to find what you've seen in this issue.

DYNAUDIO Confidence 60

Discover the full range at www.dynaudio.com/confidence

Manley
MartinLogan
Mo¥Fi Distribution

manley.com

martinlogan.com

mofidistribution.com

Musical Surroundings musicalsurroundings.com

Nagra

Naim

Octave

Ortofon
Paradigm
Parasound
Pass Labs
Peak Consult
PrimaLuna
REL

Sierra Sound
Splicit Tape
Suncoast Audio
Svs

T+A

Tannoy
Tellurium Q
TONE Imports
Totem
Underwood HiFi
Upscale Audio
Vanguard Speakers
Vera-fi
Wireworld

YG Acoustics

nagraaudio.com

focalnaimamerieca.com

octave.de
ortofon.com
paradigm.com
parasound.com
passlabs.com
peak-consult.dk
primaluna-usa.com
rel.net
sierrasound.com
splicit.com
suncoastaudio.com
svsound.com
ta-hifi.de

upscaledistribution.com

telluriumgqg.com
toneimports.com
totemacoustic.com
underwoodhifi.com
upscaleaudio.com
xsa-labs.com
verafiaudiolle.com
wireworldeable.com

yg-acoustics.com



www.dynaudio.com/confidence
www.manley.com
www.martinlogan.com
www.mofidistribution.com
www.musicalsurroundings.com
www.nagraaudio.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.octave.de
www.octave.de
www.paradigm.com
www.parasound.com
www.passlabs.com
www.peak-consult.dk
www.primaluna-usa.com
www.rel.net
www.sierrasound.com
www.splicit.com
www.suncoastaudio.com
www.svsound.com
www.ta-hifi.de
www.telluriumq.com
www.toneimports.com
www.totemacoustic.com
www.upscaleaudio.com
www.xsa-labs.com
www.verafiaudiollc.com
www.wireworldcable.com
www.yg-acoustics.com
www.upscaledistribution.com
www.underwoodhifi.com

find us on Facebook

SOCIALLYSpeaking

TONE120.121

» L e’ve tried to make it pretty easy for you to find

us out on Facebook, and have divided up our pages

to be a bit more subject specific.

Here they are with links. Just click on the page that
interests you most. We look forward to hearing from

you when you have a spare moment.

e TONEAudio
(4]

4

Publish Photo/Video Event

49,243

likes

é% Invite Friends to Like Your Page

Q Vintage HiFi Life

%]

Publish Photo/Video Event

4,503
likes
é& Invite Friends to Like Your Page

Photo/Video Event Promote

5,212

likes

é& Invite Friends to Like Your Page >

Analogaholic

Send Message

&

eo Event Promote

7,018

likes

&8 Invite Friends to Like Your Page >

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A COMPANY WITH 70 YEARS OF ACOUSTIC EXPERTISE
MERGES WITH A LEADER IN CONNECTED DEVICES AND TECHNOLOGY?

A REVOLUTION

A COMPLETE SYSTEM WITH ALL ELECTRONICS INSIDE THE SPEAKERS,
THE PEARL PELEGRINA IS REDEFINING THE LOOK OF HIGH-END AUDIO
WHILE ELEVATING ITS PERFORMANCE TO NEW HEIGHTS

THE FEARL FPELEGRR]N/A

WIRELESS, 4-WAY ACTIVE LOUDSPEAKER PAIR. 10-27K HZ, 3700W RMS, 7240W PEAK PER SPEAKER
STREAM WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPONENTS, OR CONNECT YOUR FAVORITE SOURCES
$29,990/PR

Calb.asse

I PROUDLY ENGINEERED IN FRANCE | CABASSE.COM

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTION IN NORTH AMERICA BY UPSCALE DISTRIBUTION. DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME. UPSCALEDISTRIBUTION.COM



www.cabasse.com
www.upscaledistribution.com

Our engineers breathed new L.ILEE.S. into our latest amplifiers

The soundtrack
of the issue.
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Caln,t Get Enough. AR oF | Z : - oo voLuleacBDNrnoL

Neil Young on clear
vinyl. If you've got an old
copy, now is the time

to grab this one.

BASS TREBLE

L-5077Z

Integrated Amplifier

LuxmanAmerica.com

TONE120.122
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Yot something

sﬁr_)uld unbox?

INTRODUCING

212/5X

Upgraded alloy drivers, a new passive radiator and our
PerfectFilter " delivers crushing low bass with greater speed
& air, taking 212/SX well beyond illustrious predecessor

E
>

1000 WATT NEXTGENS
CLASS D AMPLIFIER
o & /

_
DUAL ACTIVE 12" DRIVERS .
T DOWN FIRING & 1 REAR
FIRING PASSIVE RADIATOR
N
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www.rel.net

Underwood Hift Nextissue, 121 =

VALUE INNOVATION IN HIGH END AUDIO

Warp 1 Continues To Set The Bar
Affordable Excellence - but MORE

Next issue... Clean up!

[ ] Living Sounds Audio ®
Warp 1Amplifier Last issue of the year will be a handful of components we've been trying

e to wind reviews up on for a while, so a little bit of this, a little bit of that.

o Ll e G = It's been a super busy year here at TONE, with a lot more to come next

— ym
/ @
Aswe head into the holiday season, no matter where you are in the world
= and what holidays you celebrate, we wish you a drama free holiday

season!

As always, drop on by our Facebook and Instagram
pages and let us know how you are...

"There are two ways to think about the LSA Warp-1. You could think of it as a
category killer, a great sounding amp at a bargain price, Class D finally
bought to fruition for almost all budgets. Or you could think of it as a low
risk, high reward way for an open-minded skeptic to give Class D a try"

"Your ears old ideas about Class D amps may be proven wrong, and your
mind may be changed." /

Stereophile July, 2023 authored by Tom Fine

EA— R IXXII TONE

underwoodwally@aol.com
770.667.5633
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www.underwoodhifi.com



