


www.svsound.com


www.aquahifi.com


www.yg-acoustics.com




Awards: 
It's always tough to pick ... 
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47 
Products of the Year 

The top of the top of the top. 

63 
Exceptional Value 

The ones we feel deliver beyond 
their price tags 

71 
Publisher's Choice 

A few components our publisher 
loves, just because. 

75 
#TONEAudio Approved 

Talk is cheap.These are the 
components that we spent 
our hard earned money on. 

84 
Masterpiece Award 

Recognizing components from 
companies that have stood the 
test of time. 
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Old School. .. 

Once again magic is found on the shelf at Echo Audio. 

As we are working on a review of one of the new SOTA 

tables, an early Sapphire is the perfect bookend to chart 

their progress. 

This is still a fantastic turntable 40 years later, and 

like all SOTA tables, can be sent back to the factory 

for a partial or complete update. 

www.wireworld.com


www.dcsaudio.com/APEX


www.upscaleaudio.com


www.enleum.com


Paradigm is backed by Sound Science 

Paradigm partners with Canada's world-renowned NRC, researching the nature of 

sound and human hearing. Our findings influence every aspect of our loudspeaker 

design, from materials to construction. The result is 

a uniaue listening experience, a performance based on sound science. paradigm 

Publisher ' s  Letter 

Ww, it's awards time again, and you m,zy or m,zy not notice that we're back to getting 
this done before the very end of the year. Woo hoo. You also may notice that my life is never 
a dull moment with English Bull Terriers in the house. My girls are (mostly) settling down 
after two years, but they never resist busting a move to slobber me. I'm sure the non-dog 
owners find this disgusting, but the rest of you get it. In the midst of all the wackiness, I 
always enjoy seeing pictures of your dogs out on social media. Sometimes, there's nothing 
better than your dog just hanging out with you on the couch to enjoy some music. And taking 
selfies! 

But back to audio, right? This really was a tremendous year for audio. The gear we've recieved 
has all been top notch, and even more difficult than in years to pick some favorites for awards. 
I suppose we could just give everyone awards, cough cough. 

That being said, I've stuck to my founding principle that nothing appears in our pages unless 
it is potentially an award winner, and something we'd write a check for. We've also tried very 
hard in the last few years to really tailor what we're reviewing, to what you're actually listening 
to and thinking about purchasing 

Not going to see any $500k turntables here. Don't care. That part of the market is already 
more than covered, and I'm guessing if you have 500 very large to spend on a turntable, 
you probably know way more about analog than we do. And if you do, bully for you. One of 
the most disappointing things going is when those that can't play in a certain arena get 
cranky pants about those that can. Hey, invite me over for a beer. 

As 2023 begins to wind down, and the world is a fairly wacky and unpredictable place, I hope 
that you and yours are all ok. I also hope that your music system gives you a bit of a break 
from the chaos as well. 

From all of us to all of you, thank you again for reading, as we head into our 19th year. I 
truly can't believe how fast the time has flown by. 

TONE120.014 

www.paradigm.com
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Immature and "un-audiophile-y" as it may be, some days you 
just want to turn that volume control as far as it will go for a 
little while and just bask in the sheer energy of it all. Here's 
some fave tracks, leaning towards the earlier catalog. 

Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap 

Big Balls 

T.N.T. 

Let There Be Rock 

Whole Lot of Rosie 

Problem Child 

Sin City 

Down Payment Blues 

Gimme a Bullet 

Have a Drink on Me 

C.O.D

For Those About to Rock (We Salute You) 

Introducing The New 

SERIE T/x 
Faster. Higher output. Deeper bass. Updated modern styling led to improvements in 

stiffness of construction that can be heard and felt from movies to music. Still affordable, 

boasting extremely reliable amplifiers, brilliant drivers and our renowned filters. Because in 

our pursuit of perfect sound, we focus only on one thing, the perfect subwoofer. 

REL 
ACOUSTICS LTD Join the Pursuit'" I rel.net 

--------

www.rel.net
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NEWArrivals 

� o one new this issue, but we do have a last minute shopping
gmde for you, so Santa's here, at least in spirit. 

Ho, ho, ho. 

www.ampsandsound.com


TONE120.017-Old School 

Sota Sapphire 
Turntable 

Stil I sparkles after 40 yea rs. 

$1,000 - $2,000 (depending on shape and configuration) 

In this wacky world of six-figure turntables and five­

figure cartridges, it's heartwarming to see how much 

analog pleasure can be had out of a classic table. With so 

many things to choose from, my favorites are the Technics 

SP-10mk.II, an early 80s Linn Sondek, the Rega P9, and 

the SOTA Sapphire you see here. Sitting on the shelf at 

Echo Audio in Portland, Oregon, this beauty had a $1,500 

price tag, including a Sumiko tonearm and an early Benz 

LP MC cartridge. No way I was passing that up! 

This is particularly fun, as we have a new SOTA Nova in 

for review, and the thought of comparing a current 

production SOTA to one of the early models seemed 

appropriate and enlightening. Plus, it makes it so easy 

to have the older table on hand to compare directly. 

Back in the early 80s, when my system was sporting an 

Oracle Delphi mk.II, SOTA had hit the market as the first 

legitimate audiophile turntable made in the US. Soon after, 

VPI would hit the scene, and those craving a US-made 

table had another choice. 



TONE120.018

Today's SOTA tables are made in Wisconsin (go Bucky), so there's some built­
in love from this cheesehead right away. However, in the beginning, they 
were built in Oakland, California. Incidentally, the University ofWisconsin­
Madison, where I went to school for a while, was nicknamed "the Berkely of 
the Midwest." So, in a quirky way, it all makes sense. A note from SOTA 
reveals this table was made in 1984 in Oakland, California. 

A quick spin 

Placing a clean copy of Elton John's 
Honky Chateau brings back great 
memories. With a current Linn 
Sondek nearby and a REGAs P9, 
I instantly remember what made 
SOTAs such great tables and 
such a great value back then. 
Where the LP-12 and the 
Oracle truly need an expert 
to set up correctly, SOTAs 
were always much easier, 
and once set up, they 
stayed set up. 

Moving on to a broader 
range of program material, 
this table does not 
disappoint. Thanks to its 
trademark four-point 
suspension, this vintage 
analog rig is way more 
resistant to vibration 
than my current Technics 
SL-1200G, Rega P9, and 
the new Luxman PD-191. 
If you've got speakers 
that go down low, you 
will really appreciate 
the lack of acoustic 
feedback the SOTA lets 
through. 

Playing bass-heavy prog tracks from Yes, Genesis, and 
ELP along with electronica tracks from Massive Attack, NEU!, 
and Kruder & Dorfmeister all deliver the same result. This table delivers solid 
bass response, allowing fairly high levels of volume to be achieved. Again, this 
is a 40-year-old used turntable! 

www.blinkhighend.com


www.passlabs.com
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Hana 
Umami Red and Umami Blue 

Which one to choose? 

$3,950 and $2,500 
musicalsurroundings.com 

About 12 years ago when I got my hands on a Clearaudio Goldfinger 

(from Musical Surroundings Garth Leerer) I felt I finally made it to the 

top of the mountain. It was the first time I had ever mounted and set up 

a fifteen thousand dollar cartridge. I was sweating like a heart surgeon 

through the whole process, but once it was optimized for my AVID 

Acutus Reference table, the sound was heavenly. I've had a number of 

primo phono cartridges pass through over the years, but the Goldfinger 

is still my favorite cartridge of all time. 

Why am I telling you this in the context of the Hana Blue and Red review? 

Because on one level I couldn't live with the Goldfinger. It was like dating 

a supermodel, and I just didn't have the self esteem to pull it off. It was 

so good, I was always afraid it was going to break up with me, or break, 

in no uncertain terms. I wouldn't let anyone near my turntable out of 

sheer panic. "Get away from my turntable!" came out of my mouth too 

often. So after a few years I passed it on to a friend. 

Another reason for me not keeping a five-figure phono cartridge around 

as a reference is the level of turntables I own and my record collection. 

I don't have a $350,000 turntable, or a gaggle of first pressing British 

this and that. I have pretty good records. A ton of MoFis, a fair amount 

of the Music Matters Jazz pressings, some ORGs and such. However, up 

until recently the gap between the five figure cartridges and the $2,500-

$5,000 carts was a wide one. Is a Goldfinger worth the money? If you 

want that experience, that's what it costs. Is a Ferrari worth that much 

more than a Porsche? Same thing. 

TONE120.020 

www.musicalsurroundings.com
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L ate Night Garage Playlist
-Jeff Dorgay

One of the most boring things to do in the garage 

is clean dirty parts. Somehow, electronica that leans 

more towards some down tempo, trip-hop ish tunes 

lends itself to focusing on the task at hand. 

Here's a group of tracks that are popular right 

now. You can queue up these tracks, go a little 

sideways, or play the whole album. 

Tosca - "Suzuki" 

Thievery Corporation - "The Hong Kong Triad" 

The Cinematic Orchestra - "Burn Out" 

St. Germain - "Forget Me Not" 

Morecheeba - "Blood Like Lemonade" 

Royskopp - "In Space" 

Hooverphonic - "Tomorrow" 

Gotan Project - "Chungas Revenge" 

Fila Brazillia - "Tone Poem" 

Scuba - "Disrepute" 

� PI.An,i D-tox 
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NAD 
C 3050 Integrated 

Homage to the beginning 

$1,399 

nadelectronics.com 

I purchased a used NAD 3020 many years ago in excellent working 

condition. It cost about $125, very near its original 1970s price tag. I still 

own and use it. NAD's specifications suggest a scant 20-watt rating, but in 

practice, the 3020 puts out significantly more juice with remarkable sound 

quality for its price and age. NAD sold over a million 3020s - including its 

improved 3020 iterations over the years- making it one of the best-selling 

audio components in history. 

Five decades later, NAD released its C 3050 integrated amplifier. While 

NAD does sell a modernized 3020, its form factor changed substantially. 

In contrast, the 3050 retains the legacy 3030 styling, including a black 

faceplate and a dark wood veneer draped around the top and sides. The 

C 3050 also has simplified, retro controls with push-button selectors for 

inputs and small knobs that control treble, bass, balance, and a choice of 

NB speaker outputs. Owners also get a bonus headphone amp with a ¼-inch 

input on the front panel. 

TONE120.027

www.nadelectronics.com




www.cardas.com


www.coincidentspeakers.com


www.telluriumq.com
www.xsa-labs.com
https://belcantodesign.com/home/black-ex/ex-integrated
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Female Vocals Playlist - No Patricia Barber 

If you've ever stepped in a HiFi store or a room at a 

hifi show, there's an abundance of female vocal tracks 

being played. A lot of them you've probably heard 

way too many times. 

So here's some alternatives to the stuff you usually 

hear. Might even get you thrown out of the place. 

The Pretenders - Bad Boys Get Spanked

Cardi B - W.A.P.

Patti Smith - Because the Night

Blondie -Attack of the Giant Ants

Eurythmics- Would I Lie to You?

Grace Jones - Warm Leatherette

Christina Aguilera- Live With Me (With Mick Jagger)

Neneh Cherry - Phoney Ladies

Betty Davis - Game is my Middle Name

Roberta Flack - Where is The Love? (With Donny Hathaway)

MUSICAL SURROUNDINGS CELEBRATES 33 YEARS OF THE BEST ANALOG GEAR 

TURNTABLES OF THE YEAR 

T 
MASTER INNOVATION 

The Absolute Sound 2020 

OVATION - The Absolute Sound 2011 

www.toneimports.com
www.musicalsurroundings.com


BAT 

VK-80t 

Stereo Power Amplifier 

A substantial update 

$11,995 

balancedaudio.net 

Listening to Fleetwood Mac's self-titled record from 1975 with the 
BAT VK-80t powering the YG Acoustics Hailey 3s is incredibly involving.
The YGs are so resolving, I truly love the warmth that tubes bring to 
the mix. It's always a fun part of the audiophile experience to hear small
details and nuances so clearly in a recording you've been listening to 
for decades. The tightly woven harmonies of Stevie Nicks, Lindsey 
Buckingham and Christine McVie all float between the speakers in a 
way that seems to happen much easier with tubes and vinyl than any
other combination. 

After spending a lot of time with BAT's flagship REX power amplifier 
($25,000) and the VK-56SE that I've had for years, the anticipation to 
see what they could come up with at the $12,000 price point is high.
I must admit, I'm a huge fan of BAT since I reviewed and bought the 
first piece of their gear about 15 years ago. BAT does an equally fantastic 
job with circuit design and visual execution-they look as powerful as
they sound. 

TONE120.041 

www.balancedaudio.net
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PS Audio 

Stellar Gold DAC 

$3,999 
psaudio.com 

PS Audio is always the champion of delivering high 
performance and an incredibly useful feature set at 
realistic prices. 

Their new Stellar Gold series incorporates a lot of what 
they've learned developing past flagship components and 
offers a multitude of inputs, including an 128 input for 
their transport, as well as being RoonReady. 

Hence the name. 

TONE120.088

When Art Embraces Science, 

Founder is no ordinary loudspeaker. We've treated every 

part, large and small, as if it were the most crucial piece of the 
whole. Every component has been thoroughly researched, 
designed, engineered, and tested. Not only are the drivers 
completely new, so is their mounting hardware, the cabinet's 
internal structure and shape, and even the feet. By leaving no 
element unaddressed, we've created something that is much 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

Shown in Paradigm's 
exclusive Midnight 

Cherry Finish. 

Designed, engineered, and fully 

Crafted in Canada, by people 

who love great audio Oust like you). 

paradigm.com/findmydealer 

www.paradigm.com/findmydealer
www.psaudio.com


www.mofielectronics.com
www.matterhornaudio.com
www.finkteam.com/products/borg/
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Fine art indeed 

$28,000 to $30,000 

conradjohnson.com 
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Now that C-J's ART power amplifier and ART88 preamplifier 

have been out for a while, they offer the last part of the 

puzzle to analog lovers - the Art Phono. 

This all tube phono stage offers a single MM and a single MC 

input (with step-up transformer), or it can be configured with 

two MC inputs. 

We still have the Art88 here, so this should be a heavenly 

combination. 

TONE120.090 

www.thehereticspeaker.com
www.conradjohnson.com


martinlogan.com 
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Skyanalog REF 

MC Phono Cartridge 

$3,250 
skyanalog.com 
gramophone.ca 

(Factory) 
(NA distributor) 

We were really excited about the level of performance 

that Skyanalog's G-1 delivered, so we are anxious to 

see what their reference cartridge can extract from 

the grooves! 

TONE120.091 

www.martinlogan.com
www.skyanalog.com
www.gramophone.ca
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Reviews in our immediate future ... 

CH Precision 

11 Universal 

Integrated amplifier 

$42,000 -$52,000 (depending on config.) 

ch-precision.com 

While CH Precision is often known more for their 

top of range, mega-dollar components, the 11 Universal 

Integrated is a technologicalmasterpiece in the way 

it delivers much of the sheer capability of their massive 

seperatecomponents in a more compact package, for 

those wanting high sound quality, but not neccessarily 

needing a four-box phono stage or two to four mono­

block power amplifiers. 

If you choose to add their on-board phono stage, the 

price tops $50k, but considering what you'd save on 

cables alone, the 11 is an incredible bargain for top­

tier hifi. 

You might even say it's an exceptional value. Hmmm. 

TONE120.092 

www.parasound.com
www.chprecision.com
www.parasound.com


conrad-johnson
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TONE120.093 

Totem Acoustics 

Bison 

Monitors 

$2,200/pair 
totemacoustics.com 

After the exciting results we 
achieved with the Cairn mini 
monitors from YG, and a sub, 
pairing them up with YG's 
own sub, is a perfect match. 

Built to the same exacting 
standards as the rest of the 
linup, a Descent/Cairn system 
is indeed formidable. 

Stay tuned for a full review. 

www.conradjohnson.com
www.totemacoustic.com


� TENSE Reviews in our immediate future ...
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Monitor Speakers 

$1,000/pair 
jbl.com 

The success of JBL's Classic 100s have prompted two 

smaller models, the smallest L52 pictured here. As you 

can see, they have a direct lineage to the most famous 

speaker in the history of audio, with the trademark 

orange waffle grilles. 

We'll keep you posted as soon as they arrive! 

TONE120.094

HANA'S UMAMI BLUE 

CARTRIDGE 
OF THE 

YEAR 

HANA 

I I 

www.jbl.com
www.musicalsurroundings.com


Welcome to MINE: 

We're not just crazy about music and hi-fi here at TONE. While we 

can put many labels on our ethos, claiming to be music lovers, audiophiles, 

or perhaps even qualityphiles, that doesn't even cover it. Having met so 

many of our readers from all over the globe, our readers are playful 

and inquisitive to say the least. 

You've told us you like automobiles, motorcycles, fine art, bicycles, toys, 

cameras ... Well, you get the picture. Lumping this all under a banner 

labeled "Style" seems too limiting. Let's face it, we're all a little selfish 

when it comes to our stuff. 

Let's call it what it is - MINE! 

We'll be sharing more of our favorites as we go. 

This issue, it's time to revisit something we haven't 

done in a long time, a holiday shopping/gift guide. 

One of the best parts of this section is turning our 

readers on to new fun things-toys and such. 

In the effort to be more festive, we 

present an expanded MINE section 

this month, to give you a few more 

hints (or to give your favorite 

someone wielding a credit 

card some hints) when 

they ask that fateful, "But 

I never know what to get 

you" question. 

Point them here. As we 

do not participate in 

any "affiliate" programs, 

the items that do have 

direct purchase links 

are strictly for your 

convenience. 

Happy, happy! 

TONE120.095 

CH llllK HD 

Cl 2 M 

The New C1.2/C1.2 Mono Upgradable/Expandable DAC/Controller 

For over 10-years. the Award-winning CH Precision C1 DAC set the digital standard, its upgradable architecture 

and sophisticated software keeping pace with digital developments. keeping it at the cutting edge of digital 

music reproduction. 

The new Cl2 eclipses that remarkable performance. offering four times the processing power of the C1, a more 

accurate MEMS-based, shunt regulated and thermally compensated clock, local regulation for both DSP and 

FGPA hardware. sophisticated power management to further reduce residual noise and full MQA compatibility 

It all adds up to more of the music, all of the time. 

Of course. the Cl2 still offers the same future proof, upgradable, expandable architecture, allowing owners to 

move from a single box OAC all the way to a seven box digital solution with the same zero redundancy, zero 

cost penalty and zero risk of obsolescence 

But best of all - and in true CH Precision tradition - any C1 or C1 Mono can be upgraded to full Cl2 status for 

the difference in price between the units. That's roughly 15% of retail, depending on the age and spec of the Cl 

Not bad for a decade old DAC! 

Digital decoding without the losses - musical or monetary! 

D§D 
Direct Stt&am Digital 

0MOA DXD
DigitaleXtremeOetinition 

UPnP· 
...__, 

roon 
ready 
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For a dealer or distributor near you: www.ch-precision.com/where-to-experience 

-Ctl• www.ch-precision.us • inquiry@ch-precision.us
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www.fidelisav.com
www.ortofon.com


Portable sound everywhere 

$299/pair ( 450 w/VeraLink) 

verafiaudiollc.com 

Vanguard has a new pair of small speakers 

that will knock your holiday socks off. These 

tiny two-ways are the perfect gift for your 

favorite music lover. And, if you'd like to use 

them anywhere, take advantage of the VeraLink 

bundle to connect directly to your bluetooth 

source. 

Send your kids back to college with good 

soundin January, or just splurge on yourself. 

I 

aspen FR2 
TONE120.097 

www.psaudio.com
www.verafiaudiollc.com


A Classic 911 you can actually drive ...

$400k (starting) 

thersrproject.com 

If you've always wanted a "longhood" Porsche 911, and an RS or RSR in 

particular, this is a car pretty much reserved for race cars, rock stars and 

the like. Even an average example will set you back a million bucks if you 

can find one, with the cars needing nothing pushing over four million. 

While $400-500k might seem a bit crazy, consider this car starts life as a 

3.2Carrera, and everything is gone over top to bottom, so if you can live 

with aclone (I know I can) you've got essentially a new RSR-ish 911 with 

no miles on the clock. And you can customize colors, interior options and 

even some suspension tuning as well. 

With new 911 GT3RSRs costing about this much ifyou can get one, do 

you want analog or digital? 

TONE120.098 

THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE: LASTING VALUE 

Before you buy a new audio 
component, consider why some 

people would rather own a 
used McIntosh than a 

new anything else. 

Made in the USA 

"11,e best source I know 'for all things McIntosh' is Audio Classics in Vestal, New York. 
They do a lot of restoration work on McIntosh products and are an authorized McIntosh dealer and service center." 

Jim Hannon,VP/Group Publisher & Senior Writer, 'Jhe Absolute Sound

Timeless design. Legendary construction. 
Sound investment. 

www.Au I)IC)CLAss1c�s.c()l11 
\ l I ) I ( ) • I I ( ) \ I I . I I I I .. \ I I . R • S I I . I� I . ( ) 

3501 Vestal Road• Vestal, New York 13850 Call 607-766-3501 or 800-321-2834 

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 EST - Other Hours by Appointment 

www.thersrproject.com
www.audioclassics.com


The key to Funktropolis is right here! (awww.) 

By Super 7 

The best $20 you'll ever spend 
super7.com 

The crew at Super 7, always coming up with innovative 
desk toys has outdone themselves with this tribute to the 
king of funk. Their latest, the Bootsy Collins Black & Gold 
Re-action figure is as funky as it gets. 

Buy your favorite bass players one of these and stay 
forever in their good graces. While you're at it, peruse the 
Super 7 site, and buy a few things for yourself! 

, .... , 

Navigation 

TONE120.099 

www.super7.com
www.fidelisdistribution.com


www.verafiaudiollc.com
www.tokyo-studios.com


www.gizmolly.com
www.clarysisaudio.com


Forget the cool colors ... 

$800.00 

yeti.com 

Yeti has made quite a name for themselves with their 

bright colored, extremely colorful, nearly indestructable 

coolers and associated gear. 

But now they have stainless steel. Mmmmm. 

TONE120.102 
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The new V2 woofers are a dramatic advancement of our famous 7" Torrent 

driver. Evolved and meticulously developed over the past 10 years, exclusively 

by Totem, they are at the very top of the world's dynamic speaker pyramid. 

The New Element Metal V2 ... A state-of-the-art musical experience! 

www.yeti.com
www.totemacoustic.com


Cool Stuff From Mo-Fi Distribution 
(Part one) 

I asked the folks at MoFi Distribution for a few 

of their favorite gift ideas, and this is what they 

came back, with links. 

We are euqlly impressed with all of these choices 

and either have reviewed them, or heard them in 

person, so we give them our stamp of approval 

as well. 

Even if you miss the holiday deadline, sometimes 

the best presents are the ones you buy yourself? 

So maybe exchange some of those lame presents 

and? 

HiFi Rose RS520 All-in-One Network Streamer 

$3,695 

Click here to visit site 
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www.nottinghamturntables.com
www.aquahifi.com
https://www.hifiroseusa.com/products/rs520-wireless-network-streamer-integrated-amplifier
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Cool Stuff From Mo-Fi Distribution 
(Part Two) 

We've heard these a few times now, and the slightly 

smaller version of the SourcePoint 1 0 is the perfect 

combination for a smaller room. Great with your 

favorite tube amp too! 

MoFi Electronics SourcePoint 8 Loudspeaker 

$2, 750/pair, $2,999 with stands 

Click here to visit site 

The Leak 130 was a hit with everyone here, 

and our friends that gave it a try. The new 

230 has more power and more features! 

LEAK STEREO 230 Integrated 

$1,495 

Click here to visit site 
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This has to be the best deal going for a 

pair of 2.5 way floorstanding speakers 

featuring a 6.5" woofer, 6.5" midrange 

and a dome tweeter. 

Wharfedale 12.4 Floorstanders 

$749/pair 

Click here to visit site 

Now you can get your hands on the 

legendary EMT sound for a very 

reasonable price! 

EMT HSD 006 Cartridge 

$1,795 

Click here to visit site 

Ever drift off when listening to 

your favorite records? You need 

a Little Fwend. 

Little Fwend Auto Tonearm Lift 

$199-$249 

Click here to visit site 

https://www.mofielectronics.com/products/mofi-electronics-sourcepoint-8-loudspeakers-pair
https://www.emt-tontechnik.ch/cartridge/emt-hifi/hsd-006
https://www.leakaudio.com/products/stereo-230-integrated-amplifier-in-walnut?variant=40851941359709
https://www.littlefwend.com/


www.splicit.com


Watch you weight the right way ... 

$299 

musicalsurroundings.com 

You can spend less on a digital scale, but we've been 

using the Clearaudio Weight Watcher for nearly 10 

years now with incredible success. It's one of our 

favorite analog accessories. We finally had to replace 

ours because a friend dropped it. The good news is 

there's a new, improved model. 

Never lend your tools to anyone. Make em get their 

own. Or perhaps suprise a friend with one this holiday 

season so they won't ask to borrow yours! 

) 
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A new gold standard 

from PS Audio 

StellarGo/d Preamp and DAC 

'1 

www.splicit.com
www.psaudio.com


Keep those cartridges and 
headshells safe! 

$29 

audiotechnica.com 

Whether you are a DJ, an audiophile, or 

both - if you have more than one cartridge 

already pre mounted to a head shell, this 

is a great way to keep them safe, sound, 

and dust free. 

As the plastic base is a bit light, we'd 

suggest attaching this base to something 

heavier, to keep your cartridges 

from falling over. 

A nice wood block perhaps. 

Or maybe a gold bar! (If you've 

really got game) 
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www.toneimports.com
www.audiotechnica.com


www.aquahifi.com
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Club Mix compilation expert, Scott Tetzlaff's 
theme for this playlist is "Global Cabaret." A potpourri 
of new and old that would feel at home in an eclectic 
Cabaret setting. 

Wilson Simonal - Nern Vern Que Nao Tern 

C'mon Tigre, Seun Kuti - The Botanist 

Dope Lemon - Home Soon 

El Michels Affair - Detroit Twice 

Khruangbin - Time (You and I) 

Ms. Lauryn Hill - Can't Take My Eyes Off Of You 

Amanaska - Sleep 

The Pool - Jamaica Running 

Lunar Disco, Luciano - Devil's Hands (Luciano Remix) 

Doja Cat - Paint The Town Red 

Jade 4 U - Rainbows (Midnight Mix) 

Groove Armada -At The River 

863-825-5380 barta@floridaaudioexpo.com

www.floridaaudioexpo.com

Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa 

555 North Westshore Boulevard 

Tampa, Florida 33609 

www.floridaaudioexpo.com


DTMB 
Dealers That Mean Business 

We've had this section at the back of TONE for some time now, and actually before 
we got hit with COVID, and it was easier to just pop in your favorite hifi store for a 
cursory visit, I was planning on an extended road trip to seek out great audio salons. 
I'm sorry to say that quest has been on hold for a while. 

A few years later, times have changed, the landscape has changed somewhat, but 
the best dealers have adapted and are still thriving. Innovate or perish, as the saying 
goes. Most have gone to an appointments only model, which hasn't been all that 
much of a stretch, because many hifi shops had adopted this model, or at least a semi­
appointment model before the current situation. Of course, stricter anti-cooties 
protocols have been engaged, and for the most part, customers have stayed in the 
retail game. 

We've swapped a few people out here, but most of the dealers we were featuring are 
still doing well - we are truly glad for this . As it becomes easier and easier to travel 
again, I'll be back on the road seeking out more great dealers and attending events. 

In the issues to come, we're also going to be featuring commentary from these dealers, 
telling their stories on how they've adjusted, and what, if anything they've learned 
and changed. 

As we move into the year 2022 (which still feels weird saying) I still firmly believe 
the support from a great hifi dealer is essential to help you wade through the ever 
increasing complexity of audio, whether it be two channel, theater, or something 
in-between. 

To recap what I've said here before: Nearly every audio system that has failed to 
achieve the greatness expected of it can be traced back to poor component choice 
and setup. I've heard a lot of systems all over the world, and it always falls back to 
these two factors. 

The top retailers need our support now more than ever. 
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www.nagraaudio.com


www.passlabs.com


www.naimaudio.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com


Dealers That Mean Business - Listings 

Marietta, Georgia - The Audio Company 
www.theaudioco.com 
146 South Park Square NE 

Marietta, Georgia 30060 770.429.0434 

San Diego, Califonia - Deja VU Audio West 
www.dejavuaudiowest.com 
4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E 
San Diego, California 92111 
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858.412.4023 

Optimized or Compromised? 

With the modular OCTAVE 
HP 700 preamplifier, 
there is no trade-off! 
With the OCTAVE HP 700 tube preamplifier there is no sacrifice of personal 

customization to enjoy perfect sound quality. Distinguished by its powerful and 

airy sound, the HP 700 also boasts the incredible flexibility of eight optional 

high-end input modules, allowing perfect customization to any system without 

a hint of audible compromise. 

l□CTA\/EI
MODERN CLASSIC 

Crafted from the highest 
grade components 

Audiophile tone 
control option 

Perfectly optimized 
optional input modules 

Meticulously crafted in Germany • Available exclusively from select authorized OCTAVE retailers • www.octave.de 

www.octave.de


Dealers That Mean Business - Listings 

La Verne, California - Upscale Audio 
upscaleaudio.com 
2058 Wright Avenue 
La Verne, California 91750 909.931.9686 

Vestal, New York-Audio Classics 
audioclassics.com 
3501 Vestal Road, 
Vestal, New York 13850 

TONE120.114

800.321.2834 

"No reason to mince words: this is the best 

headphone amplifier I have ever used ... " 

Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News 

"It's rare that you come 

across something that 

is so totally different. 

It's a beautiful design, 
flush with fun options 

that make it an 

absolute joy to play 
with, and it sounds 

absolutely fantastic to 

boot!" 

Dave Hanson, 

EnjoyTheMusic.com 

MANlEY 
LABORATORIES.INC. 

" ... the Absolute is probably the 

most flexible headphone amplifier 

I've ever encountered ... " 

Grover Neville, lnnerFidelity 

"Fit and finish is impeccable, 
as I have come to expect 

from Manley ... " 

Al Chieng, Positive Feedback 

':An absolute joy to use." 

Steven Stone, HiFi+ 

"It does what an audiophile amplifier is 

supposed to do ... to say it is musical is to 

barely scratch the surface." 
Gary Alan Barker, Headphone.guru 

www.manley.com


www.coincidentspeaker.com


www.cardas.com


www.dcsaudio.com


www.hificentre.com


www.audiovisionsf.com
www.sierrasound.com
www.ampsandsound.com
www.anamightysound.com
www.anthemav.com
www.aquahifi.com
www.audience-av.com
www.audioartcable.com
www.audioclassics.com
www.audiovisionsf.com
www.backertlabs.com
www.splicit.com
www.cardas.com
www.ch-precision.com
www.clarysisaudiousa.com
www.coincidentspeaker.com
www.conradjohnson.com
www.dcsaudio.com
www.dynaudio.com
www.egglestonworks.com
www.enleum.com
www.epos-loudspeakers.com
www.floridaaudioexpo.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.fidelisav.com
www.thehereticspeaker.com
www.hificentre.com
www.javahifi.com
www.luxmanamerica.com


Get The Gear:  Where to find what you’ve seen in this issue. 
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Manley                                                             manley.com
MartinLogan                                        martinlogan.com
MoFi Distribution                   mofidistribution.com
Musical Surroundings     musicalsurroundings.com
Nagra                                                       nagraaudio.com
Naim                                             focalnaimamerica.com
OOctave                                                                     octave.de
Ortofon                                                               ortofon.com
Paradigm                                                      paradigm.com
Parasound                                              parasound.com
Pass Labs                                                        passlabs.com
Peak Consult                                            peak-consult.dk
PrimaLuna                                         primaluna-usa.com
RREL                                                                               rel.net 
Sierra Sound                                      sierrasound.com
Splicit Tape                                                       splicit.com                                    
Suncoast Audio                             suncoastaudio.com
SVS                                                                    svsound.com
T+A                                                                         ta-hifi.de
Tannoy                                  upscaledistribution.com
TTellurium Q                                               telluriumq.com
TONE Imports                                   toneimports.com
Totem                                                  totemacoustic.com
Underwood HiFi                            underwoodhifi.com
Upscale Audio                                    upscaleaudio.com
Vanguard Speakers                                    xsa-labs.com
Vera-fi                                                     verafiaudiollc.com
WWireworld                                        wireworldcable.com
YG Acoustics                                         yg-acoustics.com

www.dynaudio.com/confidence
www.manley.com
www.martinlogan.com
www.mofidistribution.com
www.musicalsurroundings.com
www.nagraaudio.com
www.focalnaimamerica.com
www.octave.de
www.octave.de
www.paradigm.com
www.parasound.com
www.passlabs.com
www.peak-consult.dk
www.primaluna-usa.com
www.rel.net
www.sierrasound.com
www.splicit.com
www.suncoastaudio.com
www.svsound.com
www.ta-hifi.de
www.telluriumq.com
www.toneimports.com
www.totemacoustic.com
www.upscaleaudio.com
www.xsa-labs.com
www.verafiaudiollc.com
www.wireworldcable.com
www.yg-acoustics.com
www.upscaledistribution.com
www.underwoodhifi.com


www.cabasse.com
www.upscaledistribution.com


www.luxmanamerica.com


www.rel.net


www.underwoodhifi.com



