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Digital that’s just as good
 
Without the matching D-N150 CD player, digital files were served up with 
our 2021 Product of the Year, the HiFi Rose 150 server. This allowed 
rrunning a gamut of tracks, including a fair amount of high-res selections. 
This also made it easier to compare and contrast certain tracks via LP  
and digital to further flesh out the sound quality of the SQ-N150. 

Fun as vinyl is, going back and forth between the digital tracks and the 
Technics/Denon combo, it’s easier to hear a slight softening in the phono 
section at the furthest ends of the frequency spectrum. To most, this will 
come across as analog being slightly more palpable than digital – the 
aage-old argument. 

Unless you’re listening to a steady diet of solo piano and electronica, you 
may not even notice. The deepest, hardest-hitting bass notes from your 
favorite electronic music artists still engage but are possibly best served 
up on the digital side. The good news is the SQ-N150 is quick enough to 
handle complex music. As for the rendition of acoustic instruments? That 
will be a personal choice. Assuredly, the phono section is of a resolving 
enoenough nature; the switch back and forth between formats could easily be 
attributed more to recording, mastering, and pressing than the actual 
format differences.

Again, the amount of sheer bass grunt and control (within reason for a 
10Wpc tube amp) the SQ-N150 achieves is very exciting and engaging. 
You might think you are listening to a much larger amplifier.

Nails the fundamentals and then some

TTo say the Luxman SQ-N150 only has errors of omission would be to do it 
a great disservice. This is an exquisite amplifier in every way. After 100s of 
hours of listening, with appropriately efficient speakers – (the Heretics and 
our Zu Soul DWs give this amplifier more than enough room to swing), the 
SQ-N150 is a great final destination for all but the most performance-obsessed 
audio enthusiast. 

Construction is first rate, and in keeping with the level of build quality Luxman 
is is famous for. While a few bits are sourced from China, final assembly, tube run-in 
(and biasing) along with final QC and packaging is all done in Japan. There are 
enough Japanese parts and labor inside the SQ-N150, along with many other 
audiophile pedigree components, to qualify this amplifier as “Made in Japan.” Even 
those tiny VU meter are custom made in Japan for Luxman. 

Anyone leaning more towards the music lover side of the barometer needs no more than 
this. If I didn’t need more power to review speakers requiring more, I could happily live 
wwith the SQ-N150. That being said, as soon as Luxman’s Jeff Sigmund gets another allocation 
of SQ-N150s, I’m buying one. It’s one of the most musically satisfying components I’ve had 
the pleasure of spending time with.
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Analog Excellence
Sample our Phono Statement.
Your record collection will be
glad you did...
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