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Many would say that the tiny BBC 
monitor, the LS3/5 and LS3/5a were 
the first compact, high performance 

speakers. 

Designed for mobile recording use, 
they quickly caught on as an 

audiophile speaker of choice, and 
to this day, preferred by music 

lovers the world over. 

Here we have the Graham Audio 
version, though there are 

many to choose from! 
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T H E W I Z A A D OF S O U N D 

FIGARO XL in GRAY OLIVE 

1648 WESTWOOD BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES, CA 90024 
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https://highendbyoz.com
http://www.highendbyoz.com


https://www.simaudio.com


https://www.paradigm.com


https://www.mcintoshlabs.com


https://www.audioluxllc.com
https://www.kantoaudio.com




https://www.cardas.com


https://www.brinkmann-usa.com


https://www.passlabs.com


https://www.telluriumq.com


https://www.totemacoustics.com


https://www.octave.de




https://www.martinlogan.com/truth


https://www.raidho.dk


The Raidho Dl.1 is an incredible small 
monitor. At first glance, sitting next to my 
$6,000/pair X-1 reference monitors, you 
might think "what's the big deal?" Yet 
seconds into the first track, their magic 
hits you. 

Not only do these speakers create a massive, 
room filling sound.field, program material not 
requiring room shaking, ultra extended bass 
response, one is easily fooled into thinking they 
listening to much larger speakers. 

And with good reason, the Dl.1 uses the same 
ribbon tweeter featured in their top system, 
along with a Raidho diamond driver for a 
mid/woofer. 

The SOhz low point will be adequate in 
modest rooms, but a larger room will require 
bass augmentation to reproduce the full 
musical range. When used in that context, 
even the small Dl.l provides a majestic 
presentation. 

The Raidho Dl.1 

$24,995/pair 

www.raidho.dk 
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In celebration of 40 years in the pursuit 

of high-performance in audio, 

conrad-johnson is pleased to present 

our new limited production ART150 

(stereo 150 Watts/channeQ and 

ART300 (mono 300 Watts) amplifiers, 

each a virtual window on the 

emotional experience of live music 

right in your home. 

conratt-johnson

'�� . .

( , .• 

conrad-johnson It just sounds right.
2800K Dorr Ave • Fairfax, VA 22031 • phone: 703-698-8581, fax: 703-560-5360 • www.conradjohnson.com 
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THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE: LASTING VALUE 

Before you buy a new audio 
component, consider why some 

people would rather own a 
used McIntosh than a 

new anything else. 

Made in the USA 

"The best source I know 'for all things McIntosh' is Audio Classics in Vestal, New York. 
They do a lot of restoration work on McIntosh products and are an authorized McIntosh dealer and service center:' 

Jim Hannon,VP/Group Publisher & Senior Writer, The Absolute Sound 

Timeless design. Legendary construction. 
Sound investment. 

www.Auo1oCLAss1cs.com 
. \ l I ) I < ) • I I ( ) \ I L I. I I I ·,, \. I I · R • S IT. R L () 

3501 Vestal Road• Vestal, New York 13850 Call 607-766-3501 or 800-321-2834 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 EST- Other Hours by Appointment 

Paradigm has been on a hot streak with their new 
Persona line of speakers. The top of the range 
Persona 9B was our speaker of the year last year, and 
these $35k/pair floor standing speakers with active 
woofers and Anthem Room Correction offer serious 
competition to a lot of $100k/pair speakers we've 
heard. And in a lot of cases, the Persona 9Bs offer 
more performance. 

The Persona B is the smallest model in the lineup, and 
at just $7,500/pair offer all of the same characteristics 
as the big floor models. The only real difference is 
that they are slightly less efficient, and don't go down 
as deeply in the bass region. Perfect for those with 
small rooms, or preferring a sat/sub combination. 

Should you be in the latter category, Paradigm has 
a matching subwoofer, or if you are building a 
complete multichannel system, the Bs make great 
rear channel speakers too. 

No matter, the Persona Bs share the same beryllium 
tweeter with the rest of the range, and feature a 
purpose built 7-inch mid/woofer, rather than just 
taking the midrange driver used in the other systems. 

The sound is big, open, and dynamic. With both 
drivers being beryllium, their is no difference in 
transient attack between woofer and tweeter. The 
Persona Bs are incredibly fast - with the speed of a 
great ribbon driver, yet without the issues that can 
crop up when mating said ribbon with a woofer 
using traditional materials. 

A sensitivity rating of 92db/1 watt means you won't 
need a ton of amplifier power to drive the Persona 
B to realistic volume levels. And you won't need to 
limit your amplifier choices either - these speakers 
work incredibly well with tube or solid state 
electronics. 

Because of their neutral, highly revealing character, 
you can fine tune the ultimate sound with your 
choice of amplifier. Those waning every last drop 
of resolution may prefer going solid state, while 
combining theresolution the Persona Bs offer with 
a tube amplifier, especially one on the warmer 
side of things is positively intoxicating. 

The best thing about the Persona B, is that you can 
mix it up how ever you'd like to. 

https://www.audioclassics.com
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Rdidho 
Acoustics 

The remarkable 
performance of our 
Diamond drivers delivered in the 

•• 

remarkable elegant shape of the D-1. 1 

How can a BMW enthusiast not 
love a pair of speakers available 
in the factory "M" color scheme? 

But seriously, if you'd rather have 
something more traditional, the 
staff at hORNS offers black, 
white, red, and any other color 
that moves your imagination. 

They also offer a leather covered 
model that looks incredibly sleek. 

The key to satisfying sound with 
the small hORNS is to get the 
right room and don't be afraid 
to audition a number of amplifiers 
to get the perfect setup. 

These speakers only have a low 
sensitivity rating, 84db/1-watt, so 
a little bit of extra muscle won't 
hurt. And as you try and integrate 
them in your room, pay careful 
attention to the rear-firing woofer 
that can be turned down, (or even 
off completely) to help get just 
the right amount of LF balance 
in your listening room. 

Should you be placing the hORNS 
in a large room, consider a sub
woofer for reinforcement and 
placing your speakers fairly far 
into the room. You'll swear you 
are listening to massive floor 
standers! 

Full review very soon....

http://www.raidho.dk
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Uniti 

ATOM - COMPACT HIGH-END ALL-IN-ONE 

40-watt integrated amplifier and high-resolution music streaming

capabilities with stunning high-fidelity sound. 

. •.•.•. 291�•�<?.19. 

ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEM 

..a!::!aim Audio Unifi Ato�---f1 
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© 
Google cast 

naimaudio.com - USA• Distribution by Audio Plus Services - CANADA• Distribution by Plurison 

A Wonderful Surprise 

We usually expect high quality from Denmark 

and Finland when it comes to speakers. 

Maybe it's just the calming quiet over there 

that allows Finnish designers to hear more. 

Arnphion's room was making great sound at 

this year's Rocky Mountain Audio Fest, so it 

was very kind of Amphion USA's Trevor 

Fedele to send us a pair for review straight 

away. 

This tiny two way works well as a stand 

mounted speaker, yet Arnphion offers a set 

of wall mount brackets for those that use 

these as rear channels, or would like to 

elevate an entire set for theater use. A 

matching center is available as well as the 

Helium 520 floor standers to complete the 

package . 

The European audience tends to prefer the 

all white look. While we share their design 

sensiblities, the Arnphion speakers are also 

available with colored grilles as well as a 

wood finish option. 0Ne still love the all white 

look ... ) 

A clean sound accompanies the clean look of 

the Helium 510s. Their rated sensitivity is 

only 86db/1 watt, but they have proven easy 

to drive with modest solid state and tube 

amplification. 

We have a full review on the TONE 2.0 

website, and the initial response is 

excellent. Please click here.

We look forward to hearing more from 

Arnphion. 
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Future Tense 
Reviews in our immediate future ... 

REF 160M Power Amplifiers 
$25,000/pair 

a udioresearch. com 

Incorporating everything they've learned over the past four decades, 

the latest monoblocks from ARC, feature an even higher level of resolution 

than past models, with increased musicality. And, the transparent front 

panel that doubles as an output meter is beyond cool. 

Luxman M-900u 
$14,995 

luxman.com 

Just like the Luxman turntable we recently reviewed, (and purchased) 

the M-900u amplifier is a visual and aural tour-de-force, producing 

150wpc into 8 ohms, doubling into 4 ohms and can even deliver 1200 

wpc into 1 ohm loads for short periods. The first 12 watts are produced 

in full class-A mode, so you can take advantage of even more sweetness 

at normal listening levels. 

We have a full review of this and its companion preamplifier very soon. 

POWEA AMPLIPUA M-800,u utrJMATf 

OPERATION 

0 

1..INl. BAL UNt. INPUT 
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0 SPLAY 

0 

COHTAOU£R 

. ·H 1 

Nagra Classic Preamp 
$17,600 (VFS base $2,300 addl.) 

nagraaudio.com 

While much attention has been paid to the NAGRA's new HD components 

and it is well deserved, their single box Classic components are very enticing. 

Taking full advantage of the design and engineering expertise at Nagra, 

combined with the same highly skilled workforce assembling the HD line, the 

Classic components are within the reach of a wider range of music lovers. 

We have a full system review in the works. 
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