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So, who’s still got a collection
of shiny discs?

According to so many, the
lowly CD is all but dead, yet
many artists still release on
the compact disc, and it’s still
not a bad wnot a bad way to listen to 
music if you’ve got the right
hardware.

And it seems like a few mfr’s
are still committed to the 
format, so who knows? 

Maybe a comeback in a 
decade?decade?

We’re holding tight.

In House
The soundtrack of assembling the issue...
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67 GEAR
Enough vinyl, let’s explore the
world of 1’s and 0’s, eh?

Aqua Audio’s LaScala DAC
is one of our new favorites. 

77
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Cover Story

Old School

The dCS Vivaldi One

What’s it like to spend a year
with this digital masterpiece?
pretty f***ing awesome.

Looking back at the 
Meridian 808

19 (and on...)
Playlists
Our readers, staff, and industry
friends share what they are 
listening to with you.
Sponsored By Qobuz

TONE is published 8 times yearly in the beautiful Pacific Northwest. And except for that one print issue, we’ve been 
online only,   Saving the trees since 2005.

33
Audiophile Apartment
Rob Johnson puts a diminutive
DAC from TEAC that has major
capability, and serves double
duty as a line preamplifier.

Can’t Get it Out of my Head
Singer/Songwriter Emily Duff takes
us on a trip down a country lane this
issue, with some old and new choices.

115
Setlist
Random musical encounters from the 
past and present. 

119
Future Tense
Products in for review and on our
near horizon.

63
Swill
Enough hifi, let’s have a beer!
Sponsored by Cardas Audio
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MINE: It Should be Yours
You can’t live on music and hifi alone, so here
are some things to spice up your existence.

Who remembers the green pen?  :) 

145
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TONE’s list of approved dealers. These are the
folks you can trust your hard earned dollars with.

Dealers That Mean Business

Links to the gear (and our advertisers) in this issue.

Get The Gear
165
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Last Word

41
Journeyman Audiophile

Gold Note impresses the heck 
out of us with their latest CD 
player.
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1095-Slightly Over a G
Michael Laurance is stoked
on the latest amp and CD player
from Cambridge Audio. What’s 
not to love?
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what’s inside:

Sony’s MZ-1 Mini Disc
player was the first to 
use the new MD format,
and was released in 1992.

Of course, we ran out and
bought one. Now, it’s as out of
fashion as the Backstfashion as the Backstreet Boys
disc sticking out.

The cost of blank, CD-Rs no doubt
had something to do with the demise
of this format, but it always had a soft
spot for our publisher.

If only it would have caught on in the
car envicar environment.... 

Mini Disc

nomore

TONE99.014
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mise-en-scene

Cover Shot:
This issue’s cover was more
conceptual, yet easy to 
execute.

A royalty-free  image of 1s and
zeros was procured from 
shutterstock.com, a little bit
of tonal and color maniuplationof tonal and color maniuplation
applied, and then the final
touch.

A scanned image of a compact
disc was faintly folded into
the image.

TONE99.015
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no.99
One more issue to go, and we hit the big one – double – zero. With so much talk 
about vinyl over the last decade, it’s easy to lose sight of digital. Many in the audience 
and even in the press have made it a cross to bear that “digital sucks.” The truth is 
it really doesn’t. If you’re still harrumphing around complaining about digital, you’re 
a dinosaur. Come on, join the party. It’s better over here.

Streaming from Qobuz, Tidal, and now Amazon has made it so easy to get CD-quality 
and higher deliand higher delivered right to your device (especially if you’ve combined it with the 
power of ROON), why would you not partake? Even if you’re a die-hard analog enthusiast, 
streaming is still an excellent way to vet the clunkers and only make the commitment 
to vinyl you truly love. I won’t call you a bad Smurf for that move. 

Improvements have come across the board. Some of the best digital from a decade 
ago came at the top of the heap, probably more due to chassis rigidity/vibration 
control, addressing jitter, and killer analog sections. Some of the older models from 
dCS, LdCS, Levinson, Naim, Wadia, and a few others still stand up today. Considering how 
fast digital hardware loses its value on the secondary market, some of these DACs 
and players are a great value, if you don’t need an onboard streamer, or have primarily 
16/44.1 files. But I’m guessing you’ve at least dipped your foot in the pool of high 
resolution digital.

Much as we all like to argue about all things audio, I’m going to light the first match. 
I still don’t give a shit about DSD, and MQA is a close second. I’ve always been against 
format wars of any kind, and I think this is one of those things that tends to be divisiformat wars of any kind, and I think this is one of those things that tends to be divisive. 
That being said, if your DAC does a great job with either of these, and it’s in your library, 
live it up. But if you want to start an argument about formats, or the virtue of this 
high res format vs. that one, I’ll be hiding under a car changing subframe bushings. 
Zero interest in this discussion.

And here’s the second match: I’d rather hear well-implemented 16/44.1 than poorly 
implemented high res. Considering that most of the music we listen to is still in “CD 
QualitQuality,” that’s always my focus. I’ve got a few more things that are sure to get you 
riled, but I’m sure that’s enough for now. At the end of the day, digital has made fantastic 
progress since those sterile sounding shiny discs hit the scene back in 1983. No 
offense, but some of you may not have even been around to remember it – you’ll 
grow up in a world where unlimited access is the only thing there is – and that’s not
a terrible future either. 

I’d much see you enjoy a good song and a good drink, rather than argue about minutiae 
any dany day. Thanks again for tuning in!

TONE99.018
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Playlist:  What Our Readers Are Into

no.1United Kingdom

Over a dinner conversation with
Geoff and Pam Merrigan from 
Tellurium-Q cables (which we
enjoy very much) we found out
Ms. Merrigan is a major Todd
Rundgren fan.

HereHere’s Pam’s favorite Todd tracks:

Tone Playlists are sponsored by        

Runt - 
We Gotta Get You a Woman

Something/Anything - 
It Wouldn’t Have Made 
Any Difference
Hello It’s Me

A Wizard, a True Star -A Wizard, a True Star -
The whole album...

Todd - 
Don’t You Ever Learn
The Last Ride

Hermit of Mink Hollow - 
Can We Still Be Friends?

Initiation - Initiation - 
Real Man

Faithful - 
Good Vibrations

 

www.mcintoshlabs.com


The Meridian 808

 
 The world of digital audio is a lot like dog years.
 
A lot has happened in 15 years, and much like the
hologholographic doctor in Star Trek’s Voyager, it has
evolved beyond, or perhaps liveed up to it’s early
claims.

Any of you that were there for the first round of 
digital audio in the early 80s, pretty much know
how much it suuuuuucked.  The highs were pretty
brittle, and acoustic instruments didn’t sound like
real instruments either. But true to high-endreal instruments either. But true to high-end’s
nature, the best and brightest got to work building
players that just kept getting more musical.

Now the revolution had truly begun.
 

Hello old friend.

Those of you that have been hanging out with us
since the early days might recognize this player - 
Meridian’s first 808. Meridian Audio made quite
the splash with their earlier 500 series CD players,
but the 808 was incredible.

And of course, it also offered And of course, it also offered DVD-Audio playback,
a format which founder Bob Stuart invented. We
all know how that went, but the sheer beauty of CD
quality playback from the Meridan was not to be
ignored. And the seed of high-resolution audio was
planted.

Digital finally sounded like music, or at least was
headed in the right direction. I was so excited I headed in the right direction. I was so excited I 
bought the review sample and felt like a real hifi
reviewer with a component like this in my rack.

                                                           By Jeff Dorgay

TONE99.021
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available on EBay, and for just under $100.

Unlike a few glorious players from digital’s past 
with unsupported transports, if you have or are
or are considering a vintage 800, grab a few 
of these before they’re gone. You know the
drill. And buy an extra one for a friend.

If CD plIf CD player years are truly dog years, how 
does a 100 year old CD player sound? Damn
good actually, and for the $1500 or so an 808
costs these days, still worth the price.

The limiting factor is the 808s lack of digital 
inputs - this was a player before the day of 
computer audio. Even before Meridian’s own
Sooloos music server.Sooloos music server.

So perhaps this might be a bit much to spend
for CD playback only.

But you never know. And it was a lovely visit
with two good friends.

 

It would be an understatement to say that this was
the player that really opened my eyes to digital
audio. And with our 100th issue just ahead, I’ve
been getting all nostalgic.

I knew where to find
one - Jerold O’Brien
saves saves everything.
“Sure, I’ve got it. Dude, I even have the remote!

A quick trip to Mr. O’Brien’s house is always fun,
especially now that he’s put his hands on a NOS
BMW Z3M Roadster. I can derail conversations
for hours, just talking about spring rates.

We find it in his ”special stash” of treasured but
not used anot used anymore components - much like 
Nigel Tufnel in that famous scene in Spinal Tap
with all the guitars. “Man, I haven’t used this 
thing in years, let’s hope it fires up, and that the
transport still works.” It‘s worth mentioning here
that the transport used in the 800 series is still

Now 
thatthat’s a
remote!

                                                       By Jeff Dorgay, 
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In House 
The soundtrack of assembling the issue ... 

Oh By The Way (Box Set) 

- Pink Floyd

It's just not the same streaming a box set. There's no tactility to it, 

no extra goodies, it just doesn't feel the same. For those of you that 

still collect boxes sets, you know what we mean. 

And don't get us started on which 

version of these sound the best! 

TONE99.025 

You already own the music. 

You might as well hear all of it. 

Contact The Sound Organisation 

today for your closest retailer. 

8ProAc 
perfectly natural 

THE 

Quadraspire CHORD
M 

COMPANY 

□□□000)[J)

Fa.ce the Music 

www.soundorg.com


1095
Great sound for slightly more than a G!                                                        By MIchael Laurance

Incredible value

Stunning sound 
and aesthetic

No MC input

Frugality Pays Off:
The Cambridge
Audio AXA 35 
and AXC 35

The hifi world is full of surprises.

Ed. Note:  Just when we raise the bar (for inflation, of course) 
on our 995 column, we get a two components from Cambridge 
Audio that barely tip the scale at $350 each. Michael Laurance, 
our resident voice in frugality, gives these two a good run-
through, with excellent result.

Frugality PFrugality Pays Off

I’m a delighted, frugal guy. Every morning, I drive by the over-
priced coffee shops while cheerfully slurping my Folgers Classic 
Roast java. I suffer through my morning commute amongst the 
beautiful people of the northern Chicago area in their luxury 
automobiles, all the while, cranking tunes in my Kia Soul. I 
come home at the end of a hard day and enjoy a decent craft 
beer. Nothing over-the-top, but whatever I find that week thatbeer. Nothing over-the-top, but whatever I find that week that 
looks good and is moderately-priced. It’s not that I don’t enjoy 
the finer things in life. I certainly do, but I derive a great deal 
of pleasure out of the things I find affordable.

Unboxing

One of the troubles with being frugal about hi-fi is that you 
can often run into gear that looks well… like you were frugal. 
Unboxing the Cambridge gear reveals two components looking Unboxing the Cambridge gear reveals two components looking 
very high-end and elegant with dark silver front panels, minimal 
buttons, understated features, and clean lines. Even the weight 
of each component immediately speaks of high quality. 

 

This is the kind of gear that 
makes mothers pull their 
children back, schildren back, saying “Don’t 
touch anything in this house.” 

$349.95 ea
cambridgeaudio.com

TONE99.28



1095
Great sound for slightly more than a G!                                                      By MIchael Laurance

AXA35 Integrated Amplifier ($349.99)

My test drive utilizes two of the 
AXA35’s five analog RCA inputs, 
one occupied by the matching 
Cambridge CD player, and the 
other by my Rotel RP-1100Q 
turntable. turntable. Four of the inputs are
line-level inputs, suitable for CD 
players and DACs, and the fifth is 
the phono stage. There is also a record 
output, for those of you sporting a tape deck. 

There are no USB or Bluetooth inputs on this 
amplifier, but there is an additional 3.5mm auxiliary 
input jack on the front for devices such as an iPod. Theinput jack on the front for devices such as an iPod. The
standard IEC socket on the AXA35s rear panel allows 
upgraded power cords, and I'm using the Audio Art Power 1 
1m cable for this review. The on-board heaphone amp isn’t
too shabby, either.

Starting with a few CDs, the amplifiers' 35 watt per channel 
output proves enough to drive my vintage Vandersteen 2C 
loudspealoudspeakers - yielding instant gratification.  The Vandersteens 
can be somewhat difficult to drive, and not every small 
amplifier has enough current reserve to them well. The 
AXA35 manages to light them up, with a broad soundstage 
full of immediacy and lush detail. The low end is rich, tight, 
and controlled. Cranking up the volume while playing 
Steely Dan's Aja leads me to think that this amplifier is 
conservatively conservatively rated.

Switching over to Peter Gabriel’s So, the Cambridge 
pairing demonstrates more of the amazing imaging 
that I heard initially. Here, especially on “Red Rain,” 
Gabriel’s voice comes from the center of the room 
while piano and other instruments swirl and sway 
in the mix. The soundstage widens even more on 
“Sledgehammer,” expanding beyond the breadth of my“Sledgehammer,” expanding beyond the breadth of my
speaker placement. 

More and more new integrated amplifiers and 
preamps are hitting the market with built-in phono 
stages, which is a welcome addition for any vinyl 
lover. Going to the wall of records, the Eagles’ 
classic The Long Run seems a great choice to begin 
evaluating the phono section. The phono stage in evaluating the phono section. The phono stage in 
the AXA35 is perfectly matched to moving magnet 
cartridges, such as my Grado F-3+, as well as 
higher-output moving coil cartridges. 

  

TONE99.029
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The AXA35 phono section produces the same level 
of detail and immediacy that I was hearing from the 
CD player, maybe even a touch more. Instruments 
and voices have such a beautiful presence that I am 
already doing less evaluating, finding myself more 
immersed in my favorite records. The built-in phono 
stage tastage takes on characteristics of a more lavish, 
outboard unit, with a wide dynamic range and very 
focused soundstage.  
 
AXC35 CD Player ($349.99)

There was a time when CD players became crowded 
with a million buttons and controls, so much that 
they resembled the cockpit of a commercial airplanethey resembled the cockpit of a commercial airplane 
cockpit. With its small display and six buttons, the  
AXC35 makes an elegant statement, both in looks 
and performance. Eugene Ormandy conducting the 
Philadelphia Orchestra for “Sheep May Safely Graze” 
reveals a lot of detail, showcasing the synergy 
between the two Cambridge components. Strings are 
robust while woodwinds flow easilrobust while woodwinds flow easily. 

I’m not missing a thing in this performance.

1095
Great sound for slightly more than a G!                                                    By Michael Laurance

And now for something completely different… I’ve 
gone straight from Bach to Static X’s Wisconsin Death 
Trip - A disc filled with minute detail. Guitars layered 
upon guitars, keys, samples, and very fast-moving 
vocals. The Cambridge stack stays responsive and 
sharp, even in a difficult song like “I’m With Stupid.” 

I've used the I've used the RCA analog outputs of the AXC35, but 
this CD player also features an S/PDIF coaxial output, 
and a great upgrade path later as a result. Cambridge 
uses the Woflson WM8524 chipset on board, for those 
needing to know. These two look as great as they 
sound, providing tremendous value.

The Cambridge AXA35 
and Aand AXC35 reaffirms 
my thrifty nature in 
audio, and proves you 
don't have to look like 
you pinched pennies 
to be prudent. 
 
So I'll pour another cup of So I'll pour another cup of Folgers, and spin a few 
more discs before the UPS tag arrives to return them.  

www.cambridgeaudio.com
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A Tidy Package
The TEAC UD-505 Headphone Amplifier

$1,500
teac-audio.eu

TEAC’s roots may have started in the professional audio market, but over 
the years the company expanded its offerings to cater more to home audio 
enthusiasts. In 1987, TEenthusiasts. In 1987, TEAC launched Esoteric, its high-end consumer brand. 
However, the TEAC name still has an enthusiastic following of its own. 
Products like the TEAC UD-505 Headphone Amplifier offer solid build, 
beautiful sound, and an array of features befitting of TEAC’s legacy for 
creating highly-capable, workhorse products.

Simple Setup

The 505 offers a lot of functionality in a compact form factor. A prospective 
owner has the choice of a black or silver chassis. While a unit as light asowner has the choice of a black or silver chassis. While a unit as light as 
the TEAC doesn’t need forward-facing handles for lifting, the sturdy side 
panels include them. The handles do make placement onto a narrow audio 
shelf easier, and also serve a secondary function of protecting the switches 
and knobs on the front panel from inadvertent damage. The 505 does 
run warm, so be sure to place it where it receives adequate ventilation. 

Even without reading the manual, the TEAC offers an intuitive setup. First, 
connect a music source. TEconnect a music source. TEAC’s USB, Optical, RCA/Coax inputs offer a 
variety of options. For analog fans, the stereo RCA input jacks provide 
additional flexibility. 

Second, connect the supplied power cord, plug in your headphones, and 
toggle the power switch on the front panel. TEAC recommends powering 
down the 505 when connecting or disconnecting headphones. This step 
prevents the possibility of a loud “pop” boxing the listener’s eardrums.   

The Audiophile Apartment
Sound for Smaller Spaces                                                                                                By Rob Johnson                                                                                                      
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The final steps include twisting the input selection knob 
to the desired source, adjusting the volume to a comfortable 
listening level, and getting a comfortable chair. Voila! 
Music’s on the way.

When using the TEAC as a headphone amplifier, you 
have a few different ways to plug in your favorite set of 
‘cans. ‘cans. We applaud the UD-505’s choice of including dual 
1/4” (6.3mm) jacks enabling two different listening 
scenarios. With the appropriate adapters, one set of 
headphones can use both jacks simultaneously to achieve 
a balanced connection. Alternately, two different listeners 
can each plug into one of those 1/4” jacks to hear the 
same music. The TEAC has plenty of juice to drive both 
pairs. During the testing process with the 505, it had nopairs. During the testing process with the 505, it had no 
problem keeping up with the combined load of Audeze 
LCD-X and Sennheiser HD650 headphones.

The 4.4mm jack on the front panel for those with phones 
employing a five-pole JEITA RC-8141C plug is a nice touch 
and further homage to TEAC’s pro audio roots. 

The only thing missing is a four-pin cable termination 
for their balanced circuit topologfor their balanced circuit topology. We would love to see 
that four-pin connection option available on the TEAC, 
however, an adapter purchased from a third-party can 
solve that issue in a jiffy. The TEAC also lacks the 1/8” 
mini-jack used with most In-Ear Monitors (IEMs) or other 
earbuds. You’ll want to invest in a 1/4” adapter. 

Yet, showing their pro and audiophile roots, the UD-505 
does have a word clock input on the rear panel. While does have a word clock input on the rear panel. While 
I did not have the opportunity to try this, our publisher 
used it in concert with an external clock in his reference 
system, confirming even better playback quality. While 
most people aren’t going to buy a $5,000 (or more) external 
clock to use with a $1,500 headphone amplifier/DAC, it 
is worth noting that current users of an Esoteric clock 
could easily run another clock cable to their UD-505 forcould easily run another clock cable to their UD-505 for 
additional fidelity when listening through headphones.

Under the hood

While the setup is quite straightforward, the TEAC’s 
flagship headphone amp hides a broad and stealthy 
feature set within its modestly-sized enclosure. The menu 
option allows the user to select among a few digital filters, 
set fixed or variable-volume output, and more. set fixed or variable-volume output, and more. For more 
information about all the features the TEAC UD-505 offers, 
and its technical specifications, visit their website here. 

The Audiophile Apartment
Sound for Smaller  Spaces                                                                                               By Rob Johnson                                                                                                       
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Testing, one, two

In my case, feeding the UD-505 a stream of digital 
music, emanating from a Roon Nucleus’s USB port, 
the TEAC shows its mettle decoding high-resolution 
files. While it excels at playback with CD-quality 
resolution, through a USB cable it also handles high 
bitbitrate frequencies up to 768k, and DSD 512 with 
equal finesse. As expected, the TEAC’s portrayal of 
the music gained fluidity and detail with higher 
resolution sources. Regardless of the bitrate though, 
the UD-505 does a marvelous job untangling a digital 
stream with excellent result.

Listening with Ultimate Ears UE18 and JH Audio JH16 
IEMs, in addition to the aforementioned IEMs, in addition to the aforementioned Audeze and 
Sennheiser headphones, reveal the nuances of the 
505’s sonic signature. The amp brings substantial 
punch and solid depth to tunes like Rage Against the 
Machine’s “Bombtrack,” it also decodes the subtle 
delicacy of recordings like Storm Large’s cover of 
the classic Pixies song, “Where is My Mind?”

The TEThe TEAC is voiced to capture high frequencies 
realistically and does so without delving into the 
realm of stridency and sibilance. While the UD-505’s 
perceived soundstage is not as extensive as some 
more expensive headphone amplifiers I have 
encountered, both male and female vocals remain 
upfront and forward in the soundstage flowing 
between the ears. between the ears. 

 

The TEAC also preserves the separation and depth 
of accompanying instrumentation, creating an 
immersive overall listening experience. 

It’s not just for headphones, though!

While the TEAC does a beautiful job piping music 
into headphones, it offers other great features too.into headphones, it offers other great features too. 
Most importantly, an owner can use it as a linestage 
preamplifier. With both RCA and XLR connectors 
on the rear panel, the 505 offers a lot of versatility 
for partnership with external amplifiers. Its variable 
output, built-in DAC, and an included remote control 
make the UD-505 equally at home in a component 
system. Either wsystem. Either way, its owner wins! 

Conclusions

At a price of about $1,500, the TEAC faces some serious 
competition. Those who seek only a headphone 
amplifier have many portable options, including 
those that TEAC sells, which offer compelling sound 
at a lower price point. However, when you account 
for all the UD-505for all the UD-505’s supplemental capability as a 
linestage, that price tag for its combined feature set 
represents a bargain. If you seek a highly-competent 
and great sounding partner for your headphones, 
be sure to audition the TEAC UD-505. 

The Audiophile Apartment
Sound for Smaller Spaces                                                                                               By Rob Johnson                                                                                                     
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Playlist:  What Our Readers Are Into

no.2    Bandon
Cardas Audio’s Angela Cardas is a 
huge Decemberists fan, so I asked
her for her favorite ten tracks. Of
course she gave me 12! Gotta love
that kind of enthusiasm..

TONE Playlists are sponsored by:         

 

The King is Dear - 
Don’t Carry it All
January Hymn 
This Is Why We Fight 

The Crane Wife -
Sons & Daughters 

Picaresque -Picaresque -
16 Military Wives 
Of Angels & Angles

What a Terrible World,
What a Beautiful World -
Calvary Captain - 
Mistral 
A Beginning Song A Beginning Song 
Make You Better 

I’ll Be Your Girl -
Everything Is Awful 

Hamildrops-
Ben Franklin Song 
(explicit version) 

 

www.martinlogan.com/truth


The Journeyman Audiophile
Sound for a bit more than a G...                                         

Gold Note CD-1000 MKII
$5,000

www.goldnote.it

What’s old always seems to come
around again...

The digital world always makes time
go a little bit faster. Considering no onego a little bit faster. Considering no one
was surprised at vinyl or even cassettes
making a comeback, a bit of a reprisal for
the Compact Disc seems logical. 

Maybe it was perfect sound forever?

The industry is following this trend, with 
more than one company staying invested
in continuing development on newer, betterin continuing development on newer, better
sounding CD players.

TONE98.042
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With the option of balanced and unbalanced  outputs,
the CD-1000 is an easy match for your system. And, there’s
an optional vacuum tube output stage available for a further
upgrade path, should you so desire.

The CD-1000 also features RCA, AES, and USB inputs so that
you can make it a central digital hub.

TONE99.043

The Journeyman Audiophile
Sound for a bit more than a G...                                         

www.abyss-headphones.com
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Sound.
Style.
Function.
Take all three.
The Gold Note CD-1000 Mk. II is a fantastic 
digital solution. Read our full review shortly.

wwwww.goldnote.it

Spin those discs

Whether you still like the physicality of spinning a real
disc, or just feel better knowing that even when your
favorite streaming service isn’t up to par, the compact
disc format is still enjoyable.

The CD-1000 Mk. II is available in the gold you see here,
silver and black. (we miss the red that some of their silver and black. (we miss the red that some of their 
earlier products were bathed in.) With a substantial
remote, it is incredibly user freindly. And in our crazy 
world of firmware updates, and app-driven devices, the
sheer comfort of putting a disk in the tray and pressing
“play” is tough to beat at times. 

But then, our Italian friends are always better at relaxing
than we are.than we are.

  

 

The Journeyman Audiophile
Sound for a bit more than a G...                                        

www.goldnote.it
www.toneimports.com
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Welcome to MINE:

We’re not just crazy about music and hi-fi here at TONE. While we can put many labels
on our ethos, claiming to be music lovers, audiophiles, or perhaps even qualityphiles,
that doesn’t even cover it. Having me so many of our readers from all over the globe, as
we are well into our 13th year, I’d say our readers are playful and inquisitive to say the least.

You’ve told us you like automobiles, motorcycles, fine art, bicycles, toys, cameras...
WWell, you get the picture. Lumping this all under a banner labeled “Style” seems too
limiting. Let’s face it, we’re all a little selfish when it comes to our stuff.

So, let’s call it what it is - MINE! And we’ll be sharing more of our favorite stuff as we go.

 
Nike LeBron 17 - “In the Arena”
$200/pair
nike.com

TThe new LeBron Sneaks are all the rage, and these
babies are comfy...

Even if you have no athletic interest or inclination,
if you spend a lot of time on your feet (like at hifi 
shows walking around all day) you need a pair.

 

www.nike.com
www.floridaaudioexpo.com


The US Albums - The Beatles

With all the excitement (or anger, depending on your take) over the 
recent Beatles remixes, I still like the US versions. Yeah, yeah yeah, I
know these aren’t the ones for the purists, nor are they recorded that
well, but I saw them on Ed Sullivan when they landed and that was
pretty cool.                      

TONE99.049

In House
The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

www.vanaltd.com


TONE99.051

Capture C-60 Cassettes

$41.95/box of 10                                                                   It’s great to see another player in the blank
splicit.com                                                                                cassette game. We can’t let the open reel
                                                                                                     enthusiasts have all the fun.

www.splicit.com
www.elusivedisc.com
www.elusivedisc.com


Better known for their alternative to OEM manufactured lenses - which have established 
an excellent reputation in photographers circles, SIgma has made a few digital cameras
oave the past 15 years.

Unfortuntately, the new fp does not use the Foveon chip technology that made them 
famous years ago, depending on traditional sensor technology instead. At 24.6 megapixels,
they are somewhat behind the offerings from Nikon and Sony, but they are promising an
exexcellent selection of lenses and a very compact form factor.

We are looking forward to getting our hands on one of these ASAP...

 

The Sigma fp MIrrorless
$1,899
sigmaphoto.com

TONE99.053

www.sigmaphoto.com
www.toruspower.com


The Bugatti Baby II
$33,000 (approx)
bugattibaby.com

As it says on the Bugatti Baby website, “no collection is complete without 
a baby.” In the tradition of the original Baby, only 500 will be produced, 
but this time the Baby II is an EV.

IIt’s also a bit bigger. Where the original was a 50%-size replica, the new
Baby II is 75% the size of the original, so “everyone can drive it.”

Collectors take note, three years ago an original Baby sold at auction for
just under $100,000. So perhaps the new Baby II will age as gracefully?

TONE99.055

www.bugattibaby.com
www.soundorg.com


The Beatles
The Singles Collection
$229
thebeatles.com   (and most of your favorite online music vendors)

Proving that Beatlemania has no indication of dying down, maybe
ever, all of their singles have been re-issued right down to the sleeves.

Do any of you have a pristine set of originals?  Send us an e-mail, we
need to compare notes!

TONE99.058

www.boulderamp.com
www.thebeatles.com


TONE99.059

The Rolling Stones -
Let it Bleed: 50th Anniversary Edition
$124.99 (preorder)
elusivedisc.com   (please click here to pre order)

We can’t let the Beatles get all the love, can we?

Where’s the satisfaction in that? This version offers 2 180g LPs, 2 SACDs
and a 7-inch vinyl box set. And some other goodies too.

 

www.elusivedisc.com
www.hificentre.com


Corbeau A4 seats
$738/pair

corbeau.com

Whether you make these into
gaming chairs, office chairs, or

use them in your car as intended,
these athese are some pretty comfy chairs

to have around.

They make for great spare 
listening chairs too!

TONE99.061

www.corbeau.com
www.upscaleaudio.com


TONE99.064

When you grow up in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and come of age in the late 1970s,
you sign a secret death pact to never drink
PBR again after you graduate from college.

I’m not kidding.
 
LiLike nearly everything, what’s old becomes
fashionable once again. Just look at the hair.
While Portland, Oregon may not be the beer
brewing capital of the country - (Milwaukee 
lost that title some time ago to Los Angeles) it
certainly has to be the beer snob capital of the
USA.

YYet, the hipsters love PBR.

Reluctantly, I pop a top, close my eyes and 
take a gulp. You might even call it a big gulp,
but that might be trademark infringement.

Still sucks, but not as bad as I remember it to
be, and with a chili dog and some potato chips,
definitely not bad. Ironically, Pabst would be
one of my first photogone of my first photography clients in my early 
days, so I can’t be too tough on them.

A couple more of these later, (I’m not driving)
and they seem to get smoother. Like breaking
in some Teflon capacitors. But there’s no island
of flavor here.

Compared to the IPA’s that dominate the 
Portland scene (and taste liPortland scene (and taste like a loaf of bread
in a class) one of the beers that “Made Milwaukee
Famous” tastes like beer Kool-Aid.

And so it goes. 

pabstblueribbon.com

Legal Stuff: While we all enjoy consuming adult
beverages, (if you’re of legal age, of course) TONE 
and Cardas and Cardas Audio ask you to be responsible...

Swill
Sponsored by Cardas Audio                                                                                                       By Jeff Dorgay

www.pabstblueribbon.com


Playlist:  What Our Readers Are Into

no.3     Texas

A recent Facebook conversation 
with TONE reader Andrey Medina
got to the subject of Santana, so he
was kind enough to share his ten
favorite Santana tracks...

This is our favorite way to talk to 
our readers, over music!our readers, over music!

TONE Playlists sponsored by... 

 

ABRAXAS - 
Incident at Neshabur
 
AFRICA SPEAKS -  
Breaking Down the Door

BEYOND APPEARANCES -  
Right NowRight Now
 
CARAVANSERAI -   
Every Step of The Way

MARATHON - 
Aqua Marine 

SANTANA - 
Soul SacrificeSoul Sacrifice

SUPERNATURAL - 
(Da Le) Yaleo

WELCOME - 
When I Look Into Your Eyes

III - Toussaint L’Overture

IV - Blues Magic
  

 

www.vanaltd.com


If you’ve experienced Focals’ Grande Utopia Ems in a large room, set up to perfection, it’s easy to see 
why many consider them one of the (if not the) world’s finest loudspeakers. But like a hyper sports 
car, they need a lot of space to give their all. And if you’ve ever heard the Grande’s and not been 
wowed, they were either set up poorly or in too small of a room. Their well over $200k/pair price and 
size requirements limit them to a small audience.

The $100,000 less a pair of Stellas cost should be enough to buy a system to go with. Still not for the 
less than well funded, but the difference between a $500k or closer to $1M system is often a very less than well funded, but the difference between a $500k or closer to $1M system is often a very 
different customer, with other requirements. As someone once told me, “the difference between me, 
and my friends with big, big money is the jet. I fly first class, they have their own plane. We stay in 
the same five-star hotels and golf at Pebble, but they have the plane. Me, I walk to work, but I get it.

The dCS Vivaldi One
$80,000
dcsltd.co.uk

Cover Story:
Legendary in 
Its Own Right...

www.dcsltd.co.uk


dCS has started a new campaign acknowledging 
some of the world's greatest recording engineers, 
appropriately titled their "dCS Legends” series. No 
disrespect to the world's most excellent engineers, 
but I submit the digital players from Data Conversion 
Systems, have become legends in their own right.

In the beginning, dCS produced high-quality analogIn the beginning, dCS produced high-quality analog 
to digital and digital to analog converters for 
military and telecommunications applications, then 
turning their focus to recording studios and pro 
audio. 1993 marks the launch of their model 950, 
the world's first 24-bit DAC. However, dCS didn't 
become a household name (at least in audiophile 
households) until 1996, with the Elgar households) until 1996, with the Elgar DAC. A recent 
visit with an Elgar in our Old School column shows 
the original Elgar still has world-class performance, 
and a definite lineage intact to current dCS products.  

I've also had the privilege to visit the dCS factory 
a few times, seeing first-hand how much goes into 
the construction of every single thing they make.

My own journey with dCS now spans a little moreMy own journey with dCS now spans a little more 
than a decade, beginning with the four box Paganini 
system. Though I had heard some great dCS demos 
at various HiFi shows, there's nothing better than 
hitting the play button in your room, your system, 
and being blown away. I sold a Naim CD-555 and 
one of my cars, with the Paganini stack staying as 
my digital reference for quite some time. my digital reference for quite some time. 

In nearly ten years since the Paganini review, TONE 
has had the pleasure of reviewing the Debussy, 
which ended up living with staff member Rob 
Johnson for a few years, the four-box Vivaldi 
reference system, the two-box Rossini Player (CD 
only, no SACD capability) and Rossini Clock, as well 
as the newest model in dCS’ product line, the Bartok;as the newest model in dCS’ product line, the Bartok; 
the long-awaited replacement for the Debussy. 
All have been replaced by the Vivaldi One in my 

reference system, though the Bartok remains in my 
second system. Just as I have standardized on one 
set of tools in my photo studio, having dCS gear in 
both of my listening areas makes it that much easier 
to have a similar reference framework by which to 
evaluate components.

Still cStill crazy (good) after all these months

The Vivaldi One arrived just before Christmas last 
year, sounding fantastic right out of the box. Really 
fantastic, even after many months of listening to the 
Rossini with the Rossini Clock, which is no slouch. 
Within a few days of being powered up around the 
clock, it completely stabilizes, electrically and 
thermallthermally,offering a smoother, bigger, more engaging 
sound in every way.

A great demo at a show or dealer event is a wonderful 
thing, and the giddiness that nearly always 
accompanies the review time spent with components 
at this level, is a fantastic experience. Yet, sitting in 
the chair every day for a year, and still thinking 
"damn!" every time you push pl"damn!" every time you push play, is living in a 
different universe. This is what the Vivaldi One 
brings every day. 

But you can't have it

There's no real point going on and on about the sound 
of the Vivaldi One because they are now almost sold 
out, so unless you’re fortunate enough to snag one 
of the last available units the only wof the last available units the only way you can get 
one is to find a trade-in. The full Vivaldi reference 
system provides even more performance thanks to 
dedicating each critical function to a separate chassis. 
Past experience with every other dCS product tells 
me that adding a Vivaldi Clock for $15,000 is going 
to take the Vivaldi One a step closer to the four-box 
unit.unit.

Based on my extensive experience, the Vivaldi One 
comes incredibly close to the sound of the four-box 
array, and again I’ll bet even more with the addition 
of the Vivaldi Clock. With space at a premium around 
here, a single-box solution with this level of sound 
quality is incredibly easy decision. The Rossini is a 
fantastic plfantastic player, but I still wanted to play SACDs.

Limited availability aside, many in the market to 
buy one of these players, the individual components 
of the Vivaldi stack probably make a lot more sense. 
Those not wanting disc playback can opt for the 
Vivaldi DAC and buy in at less than half the Vivaldi 
One’s cost at $36,000. Adding the Vivaldi Upsampler 
is $22,000, and of course the Vivaldi Clock is $15k- is $22,000, and of course the Vivaldi Clock is $15k- 
but the modular approach allows you to add a box 
at a time. 



After using the dCS Vivaldi One in my primary 
reference system for a year, and having it powered 
up continuously- listening to close to 30,000 tracks in 
that period- it's still as exciting to push "play" as it was 
the evening I unboxed it. Honestly, more exciting, 
now that I've had the time to listen to a vast cross - 
section of music. The number of revelatory momentssection of music. The number of revelatory moments 
I’ve had with it are genuinely off the chart.

The second biggest revelation

Bundled up for a line of executioners bearing flame 
throwers, I'll go one step further and claim that disc 
play still sounds better (i.e., more natural) than files 
ripped to a NAS. 

  And ripped files still   And ripped files still 
    sound better than 
    streamed files, via 
   ROON, with Qobuz,
  Tidal, and Spotifiy - 
    even at the same
         resolution... 
UnfortunatelUnfortunately, I do not possess the technical expertise 
to tell you why this is so. I suspect noise, jitter, and a 
plethora of other factors that subtly damage the 
digital bitstream, degrade the sound ever so slightly 
between these formats. Yet, there is one, albeit thin, 
veil that is lifted when going to disc playback from 
NAS (or streaming services with) ROON.

The final revelationThe final revelation

This may not be the case for everyone, but after living 
with the Vivaldi One for so long, I'm listening to vinyl 
a lot less. I love analog, love turntables, and everything 
that goes along with the analog format. Ok, I still don't
enjoy setting turntables up. But when the planets line 
up, and if you have a fabulous turntable and a perfect 
pressing, there's still a few molecules of extpressing, there's still a few molecules of extra magic 
in the analog world. But that's only for those that have
original Blue Notes, first stamper British, Japanese, 
or German this pressing, etc. etc. And if you can afford
records like that, you can afford a dCS Vivaldi. Those 
with a pretty good table/arm/cartridge/phonostage 
but mediocre pressings aren't getting close to the level 
of realism that the Vivaldi One offers.of realism that the Vivaldi One offers.

    

It's not that I’m saying vinyl sucks or anything like that, 
but the Vivaldi One sounds so natural, so engaging, and 
is so incredibly easy to use that if my record collection 
was raptured off to vinyl heaven tomorrow, I don't 
think I'd replace it. How often do you get convenience 
and quality in the same sentence? That's the real magic 
of the Vivaldi One. of the Vivaldi One. 

www.anthemav.com


Should you want the Vivaldi transport later, they 
are $42,000, but dCS just introduced a Rossini SACD 
Transport for almost half that cost, not to mention 
used Paganini and Scarlatti transports (also offering 
SACD playback) show up for $7-15k once in a blue 
moon.

In addition to the ability to plIn addition to the ability to play CD and SACD discs, 
the Vivaldi One's DAC can decode anything in every 
possible format, including MQA. dCS is the only 
company that's written their own MQA decode and 
rendering code, with a custom implementation of the 
MQA standard. The stunning results validate their 
approach. With all the sniping about MQA playback 
if you happen to be both a Tidal and Qobuz customer,if you happen to be both a Tidal and Qobuz customer, 
you know that some of your favorite albums are only 
offered in high resolution via MQA on Tidal. When 
unfolded and processed with a dCS DAC, audio 
perfection is achieved. 

    No other DAC I've 
    sampled does this 
    great of a job with     great of a job with 
           MQA files. 
I don't know nearly enough to have this argument, 
but I'd still prefer straight ahead 24/192 than an MQA 
file- but if that's where my music lives, I want to hear 
it decoded to the best level it can be. For me dCS offers
this. Fortunately, their players require no compromise 
plplaying both MQA and standard hi-res material. In case 
I’ve glossed over the high level of quality that standard 
resolution 16/44.1 files offer up via the Vivaldi One. More 
than one audiophile that has visited, has mistaken 16 bit/
44kHz streamed files were high res. A few even thought 
I was playing vinyl!

Core competencies

The Vivaldi One, liThe Vivaldi One, like all other dCS DACs, is built around 
their patented RingDACTM architecture. You can read 
more about this here at the dCS website and in nearly 
every other dCS review. Dramatically oversimplifying, 
this fundamental feature of dCS DACs does not tie them 
to whatever DAC chip that happens to be in vogue and 
the compromises made when that chip was designed.

Everything is done in software, and this allows dCSEverything is done in software, and this allows dCS 
to make upgrades to the performance at regular 
intervals. This also makes their products more future 
proof than those relying on a chipset, resulting in a 
much higher level of consumer confidence when 
spending this kind of money. This also makes future 
updates as easy as updating the OS on your phone, 
and and keeps dCS products relevant for a much longer 
period. Again, justifying the investment.

 

dCS has their own App, called Mosaic, for adjusting 
the unit settings and playing music, but for most of 
you, the Vivaldi One's ability to be a ROON endpoint 
is the bee's knees. dCS generally feels a better, cleaner 
signal can be derived directly from the network for 
file playback, so they offer an Ethernet input in 
addition to the taddition to the traditional inputs seen on other products.
It certainly makes for simpler system architecture and 
eliminates the need for a separate streaming device. 
Those with legacy devices can exhale, as inputs for 
USB, S/PDIF via BNC, RCA or Toslink input, and balanced 
AES-EBU on XLRs can also be handled.  

The Vivaldi One’s digital volume control is of such high 
qualitquality, those eschewing vinyl for an all-digital playback 
system, can easily center the Vivaldi One around their 
favorite power amplifier and call it a day.  

The biggest revelation

Stepping up to the Vivaldi range brings digital playback 
to such a natural level of clarity, ease, and freedom 
from coloration, that it's no longer of the tired "It sounds 
good for digital.” It just sounds good. good for digital.” It just sounds good. 

It sounds really fucking great, actually.

www.audioclassics.com


No clichés apply
While I've tried not to exhaust my adjective gland on 
nearly 1000 audio reviews in the last 17 years, it's tough 
not to gush over a product this good. Suffice to say that 
the dCS Vivaldi reference system and Vivaldi One do 
such an incredible job of decoding digital music files, 
you doyou don't think about them at all. That is the ultimate 
triumph. And that's what legends are made of.

www.dcsltd.co.uk

Thanks to dCS Ltd. for the additional photos...

www.dcs.co.uk


www.esoteric-usa.com


www.passlabs.com
https://www.tonepublications.com/review/esoteric-n-01-network-player/
http://www.esoteric-usa.com/Products/audio-players/N-01.php


Esoteric 
N-01 Network Player

The Good:

Casework and build on par with
Esoteric’s Grandioso series

Digital reprodction at its finest

Can be paired with an external
clock for even higher performance

Not so much:Not so much:

Lack of variable output is the only
thing keeping this one from a 
perfect score.

The Verdict:

A destination grade digital hub
for anyone not needing to spin
pphysical media.

(you can add an Esoteric transport
later, if you desire)

TONE99.082

www.audioresearch.com


With Mytek’s top digital products getting so much
attention in the audio press, it’s refereshing to see that
their $995 LibertyDAC is just as exciting. It’s easy to hear
the sould of their flagship Manhattan.

Unlike the two larger DAC’s in the lineup, the Liberty
does not have an on board phonostage, but it does
offer an oustanding headphone amplifier, and can be usedoffer an oustanding headphone amplifier, and can be used
as a line preamplifier.

So, if your journey with the Liberty begins in the domain
of personal listening, it’s the perfect building block for
a great two-channel system.

TONE99.084

Mytek
LibertyDAC

$995

mytek.com

www.mytek.com


Look no further than the Liberty
for high quality digital hub, that will
play everything you can throw at it.

We really like the level of performance
the Liberty offers and above all, the 
flexiblity. with five digital inputs, you
should be able to plug everything in!should be able to plug everything in!

We also like the option to use an external
power supply or the onboard power, 
without requring a wall wart power
supply.

Good as the audio performance is, it’s
really nice to see something this well
thought out from a user perspective.thought out from a user perspective.

The Liberty is equally fantastic when
used as a line-level preamplifier. Just
add a power amp, some speakers, and
you’ve got a great two channel setup.

We used the Liberty with numerous
power ampfliers with excellent result.

“Nothing does a better job at
supplying clean power to my
reference gear than the P20.”
            --Jeff Dorgay, TONEAudio

The PS Audio DirectStream Power Plant 20
It will take less time to hear the improvement it makes, than it will to read this headline. 

TONE99.086

www.psaudio.com


Mytek
Liberty
DAC

The Good:

Ultra compact

Integrates into any environment

Fantastic headphone performance,
and a great preamp too!

Plays all formats

Not so much:Not so much:

Zero downside

The Verdict:

Mytek’s Liberty DAC is the perfect
way to expand your system, with top
digital and headphone performance.

We invite you to click here and
read Michal Lauread Michal Laurances’, 
in-depth review.

TONE99.088

www.naimaudio.com
https://www.tonepublications.com/review/the-mytek-liberty-dac/


FLASHBACK:

Rega Apollo
$1,095

soundorg.com

TONE99.090

Rega likes to make fun at
their being somewhat late to
the world of CD players, but 
like their turntables, their other
disc players are top performers
at their respective price points.

The Apollo fits this descriptionThe Apollo fits this description
perfectly, and is one of our
reference components, used
right along side a dCS Bartok
and Vivaldi ONE, so it’s in good
company.

If you still like the idea of a
ststraight up disc spinner that’s
high on performance, yet easy
on your wallet, look no further.

If you’d like to revisit our full 
review, look here...

www.analogmajik.com
www.soundorg.com
https://www.tonepublications.com/review/the-rega-apollo-cd-player/


Aqua Audio’s La Scala is their second from the top of
their DAC range. Admittedly, they even refer to it as the
sweet spot in the lineup on the Aqua website. If you have
been digital adverse in the past, or just not up for spending
a five figure sum to get world class digital performance, 
this is the miracle you’ve been waiting for.

The LaScala is simple and understated, but stout. UnderneathThe LaScala is simple and understated, but stout. Underneath
it’s uniquely shaped front panel, you need only remove 
the cover to see where all the magic lies.

It only takes about 60 seconds
to figure out that the LaScala
is incredibly special. A rare
treat, indeed.

Aqua Audio
LaScala Mk.II

DAC
$8,000

aquahifi.com

www.aquahifi.com


Einstein once said, “Make things as
simple as possible, but no more.” The
LaScala DAC is a perfect example of 
this philosophy.

Uncluttered by a plethora of controls,
there is no variable level output stage,
no headphone amplifier - nothing butno headphone amplifier - nothing but
a simple on/off switch, an input selector,
and a 0/180 degree phase switch.

Aqua has saved the complexity for the
circuitry. Not depending on the limits
of a chipset, their “Optologic Conversion
System” which premiered in their top
FFormula DAC, is now available here.

Past Aqua owners can send their units
back to the factory for a Mk.II update,
making Aqua an investment, rather
than a fad.

You can read the full specifications
here, on the Aqua site.

It boils down to basing their decodingIt boils down to basing their decoding
on their own FGPA, so that advances
in technology require no more than a
firmware update.

The pair of ECC81 tubes in the output
stage add an extra bit of magic to the
LaScala. Having spent a lot of time with
mamany of the world’s finest DAC’s, the 
Aqua has become an instant favorite.

Our full review will be going online
shortly.

www.pro-jectusa.com


Aqua Audio
LaScala II DAC

The Good:

Top tech, not dependant on 
traditional chip - based 
architecture.

Five inputs

$25,000 DAC sound for a
lot less/lot less/

Not so much:

(Provisionally) No streamer, 
but update is on the way

The Verdict:

Aqua’s LaScala II is one of 
digital’s finest.

TONE99.096

www.luxman.com


Switzerland is an amazing place for many reasons. But one
thing that intstantly comes to mind when thinking of Switzerland
is quality. Home to the world’s finest watchmakers, the attitude
of fine craftsmanship carries through everything manufactured
there.

Located in the Lake Geneva region, Nagra has been producing
compact, yet incredibly high performance home and pro audiocompact, yet incredibly high performance home and pro audio
gear for decades now.

Their aesthetic is derived from their early pro tape recorders.
These decks have been taken all over the globe to some of the
most incredible locations and performance combined with 
durability is a must.

Don’t let the size fool you, this is one of the world’s finest DACs. 

Nagra Tube DAC
and Classic PSU

$39,500 with Classic PSU, $29,000 with standard PS

nagraaudio.com

www.nagraaudio.com


Considering that Nagra has deep pro audio roots,
it makes perfect sense that their Tube DAC does
not embrace MQA. They have taken a purist route,
offering the best PCM and DSD playback they can,
this side of their HD lineup. It’s worth mentioning
that the Classic Series does offer quite a bit of the
HD Series’ performance at a lower price and moreHD Series’ performance at a lower price and more
compact form factor.

The Tube DAC can be powered by a pair of Nagra’s
smaller MPS power supplies (one for the analog
section and one for the digital section) at a reduced
price. Not a terrible way to start, but once you hear
the effect the Classic PSU has, you’ll be on a quest.

If you have no need for analog, the Tube DACs
variable output stage can drive a power amplifer
with ease. We had excellent luck combining it 
with Nagra’s own Classic power amp, as well as
a few other things in our listening area. Of course,
Nagra’s Classic Preamp is the perfect choice, and
if you’ve invested in the Classic PSU, thereif you’ve invested in the Classic PSU, there’s an
additional power output left that works with the
Nagra Classic Preamp, or their VPS phonstage.

Of course, this makes purchasing the power supply
and even better value. We have full reviews of
each individual component in the Classic range,
as well as a full system review shortly.

www.focal-naim.com


The Good:

Swiss craftsmanship at it’s best

Compact casework

Some of the top sound at every
hifi show in the world can be yours

Can be used without PSU, so you 
can update as your budget permitscan update as your budget permits

The Verdict:

Nagra proves that a more traditional
approach, meticulously refined is 
another way to achieve perfection.

P.S.: There is no bad, and 
those meters!

Nagra
TubeDAC/Classic PSU

www.highendbyoz.com


Playlist:  What Our Readers Are Into

no.4 The Boonies
Contributor Jerold O’Brien shares
our love for the tunes of the late
80s and early 90s, so here’s a few 
of his favorite XTC tracks from the
vault...

TONE Playlists are sponsored by...

 

Drums and Wires - 

Making Plans for Nigel
Life Begins at the Hop
Ten Feet Tall

English Settlement - 
 
Senses Senses Working Overtime

Skylarking - 

That’s Really Super, Supergirl
Earn Enough For Us
Dear God
 
Nonesuch - 

The Smartest MonThe Smartest Monkeys
Then She Appeared
Books are Burning

Apple Venus Vol. 1 - 

Your Dictionary

 

 

Artisan Fidelity
When off the shelf won’t do...
artisanfidelity.com

A nalog E xcellence

www.artisanfidelity.com


CD Storage Supreme:

Naim Uniti Core
$2,795

naimaudio.com

The compact disc is anything
but dead, and if you still have
a pile of shiny discs around, 
Naim’s Uniti Core is a great way
to store your favorites in a 
compact location.

Naim gives you a choice of Naim gives you a choice of 
adding an internal drive, or
accessing network storage.

Taking advantage of Naim’s 
legendary ripping algorithms,
discs ripped with the Uniti Core
are fantastic.

TONE99.110
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Leave it to Naim to make a compact digital player 
with a disc drive that isn’t a disc player, and charge
a premium price, but then Naim always does it their
own way.

With the same form factor as the other Uniti boxes,
the Uniti Core is a perfect fit, and leaves the ROON
endpoint and digital decoding duties to the main boxendpoint and digital decoding duties to the main box.
box. Fortunately, the recent firmware upgrade now
makes it a lot easier to see the Core on your network,
so if you have a ROON based music architecture, you
can still integrate the Core into your workflow.

$2,799 gets you a Core sans hard drive, but honestly
we prefer that. Anyone with a big NAS can eliminate
the internal drive (and associated cost), while thethe internal drive (and associated cost), while the
rest of you can choose your own drive. For many, a

1 or 2TB solid-state drive should do nicely, and make
for a great place to store your favorite discs for near-
line storage. Then streaming the rest is a breeze.

Those not being ROON devotees, can use the Naim
app, easily downloaded on iOS or Android platforms.
This app also lets you configure any other Naim
devices on your network, in addition to pulling dutydevices on your network, in addition to pulling duty
as a music server. Ripping your CDs is a snap.
Inserting a disc into your Core instantly starts the 
ripping process, and you can monitor via the app.

The Uniti Core connects to your system via a BNC
SPDIF output, if you are not using it on a network.
It makes taking care of your digital files incredibly
easeasy, and the sound quality is fantastic.

www.naimaudio.com  

Distributed in North America by:
VanaLTD   www.vanaltd.com

www.naimaudio.com
www.vanaltd.com


Emily Duff is a singer you won’t be able to get out of your head. 
Find out more at:  https://emilyduff.bandcamp.com

A Ken Burns documentary is always a mixed blessing. By his own 
admission, Ken chooses topics that he knows nothing about, therefore 
sending himself into a wide-eyed, child-like, awe-inspired, first-time, 
honeymoon deep-dive. I run eagerly alongside Ken, breathing heavily to 
keep up with his pace and defy the sleep-inducing hypnotics of Peter 
Coyote’s narcotizing narration. While sucking up the minutia, I take all 
the twists and turns that accompathe twists and turns that accompany the documentary to live inside Ken’s 
vision. his time, the trip was an easy fit, being that country music was 
the topic.

In my home there are two types of Music. Country & Western. HA! I love 
that line, so I had to…but actually Townes Van Zandt said it better… ”There 
are two kinds of music. The Blues & Zippidy-doo-dah.” Country music tends 
to throw itself on the side of the blues and that is why:

  I  LOVE Country Music!
As a matter of fact, I will stand on Eddie Van Halen’s coffee table in my 
cowboy boots and proclaim that Mother Maybelle Carter did more for the 
guitar and guitar players than Jimi Hendrix. So there! But I digress. Thanks 
to Ken Burns, I dusted off lots of classic Country vinyl and took a few 
chances with “New Country.” As always, I get stuck in the grooves with 
The Best of my Guests and for reasons known only to my DNA, I Can’t Get The Best of my Guests and for reasons known only to my DNA, I Can’t Get 
it Out of My Head!

The Essential Carter Family is a priceless collection of tunes that are a 
constant reminder of where Country music comes from and how it truly 
is The Music of The People.  You can argue that AP Carter stole most of 
these tunes but I might add that I’m glad he did.  If he didn’t go-a-song-
catching, then we would never know most of these timeless classics and 
their melodies would never have been riffed on a variations made to givetheir melodies would never have been riffed on a variations made to give 
us other classics.  Anthropologically, this collection is a must have, must 
listen to extensively to hear where most of our Modern American Songbook 
is derived.  From the cotton fields to the churches, to the front porches of 
the smokey mountains and into the recording studios of Memphis, Nashville, 
Muscle Shoals and beyond, 

The Carter Family is the primordial ooze of Americana Music and the guitar 
as the folk instrument that indeed KILLS as the folk instrument that indeed KILLS FASCISTS. 

Can’t Get It Out of My Head
                                                                                                      by Emily Duff

www.avidhifi.com


The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band’s Will the Circle be 
Unbroken tips it’s cap to The Carter Family and sends 
the tradition curling upwards to heaven like so much 
hippie smoke back in 1972. Combining style, mad 
skills, substance and reverence, the Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Band brings the sanctified soul of Country Music 
alive, mixing up the newness of the times with a alive, mixing up the newness of the times with a 
depression era vibe into the tumultuous Vietnam 
War era, signaling to America that these roots run 
deep. The resulting musical comfort food from a 
bunch of long-haired, peace loving dirt-boys might 
be just what the doctor ordered. 

This record, in my 
humble opinion,humble opinion, 
accomplishes what 
the Byrds could not, 
a proper marriage of modern music with classic 
roots to create the true beginning of 
Americana Music.

That very same year, a 13-year old Tanya Tucker 
had her first hit with “Delta Dawn,” a song about a had her first hit with “Delta Dawn,” a song about a 
deteriorating 41 year old woman from Brownsville, 
TN who has obviously suffered heartbreak to the point 
of losing her mind. Think on that for a moment as 
the first hit for a 13 year old gal from Seminole, Tx. 
Just like the legends of her songs, Good Ole Tanya 
rode the Nashville wheel for a good while until she
was caught free-basing in a Motel 6 with “choirbwas caught free-basing in a Motel 6 with “choirboy” 
Glen Campbell and fell on some hard times. Harshly 
treated by the Muleskinner Mafia, Tanya always had 
something different and like most rare and beautiful 
“wild thangs,” thank goodness, would not be tamed. 
That lead to some true country song suffering for our 
TNT. Enter Americana darling Brandi Carlile and 
Kin-Kin-Keeper of the Outlaw Country Flame, Shooter 
Jennings as Producers, and Voila!  We have a brilliant 
new Tanya Tucker album that I can’t stop listening 
to!!! “While I’m Livin’”  kicks off with the lyric, “I got 
my knee on the wheel and I’m feelin’ free…” 

God Bless you, you always have Tanya…And in other  

.

songs she talks about “roaming like a gypsy and living 
on the edge….” and “Hard Luck.”  It might be brandi-
new but this really is Classic Country at her BEST. 
Buy this record now.

Another new release from the world of Country that 
has my head spinning right now is “The Valley” by 
Charley CrocCharley Crockett. Go ahead and spin this record and 
tell me you don’t feel Ernest Tubb creepin’ up behind 
you. Seriously, this Charley Crockett record gets my 
respect on a few levels for songwriting, musicianship, 
production and even art direction on the package 
design.  Detail peoples. This record is in your blood 
before you even drop the needle. As a matter of fact 
after just one listen, I do believe Charleyafter just one listen, I do believe Charley’s name has 
been tattooed upon my Country Music lovin’ heart. 
Old & New. Borrowed, Stolen & Blue. Country Music 
will always be my jam and it should be yours too!
  
Spread it thick, y’all!!

TONE99.116

Can’t Get It Out of My Head
                                                                                                      by Emily Duff

www.splicit.com


Setlist
The Old Church, Portland, Oregon - Sept. 16, 2019          Photo by Pam Dorgay

What better way to spend tax day, April 15
(of 1979) with the Tubes, at the Oriental
Landmark Theater in Milwaukee, Wisconsin?

     

If you haven’t heard Rachael Yamagata live, you should. Originally from Arlington, Virgina, she calls
the world home these days, and is currently on tour in China. A multi-instrumentalist as well, Yamagata
mixes her set up with an equal amount of guitar and piano based tunes.

Her soulful voice bounces between perky, sultry, and gritty in a heartbeat. And she always puts on 
an engaging show. Pam and I returned to Portland’s Old Church for an evening with Ms. Yamagata
that was entertaining, amusing, and best of all, sounded fantastic.   

1.     Break Apart1.     Break Apart                                      8.    You Won’t Let Me
2.     Saturday Morning                                     9.     Nobody
3.     The Way it Seems to Go                      10.    Be Somebody’s Love
4.     Dealbreaker                                            11.    Let Me Be Your Girl
5.     Worn Me Down                                        12.   Landslide
6.     Miles on a Car                                           13.   Be Your Love
7.     Duet                         
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new ad here.....

Setlist
Aragon Ballroom, Chicago, Illinois - October 22, 2011        Photo by Jeff Dorgay

Deadmau5 is the ultimate cheesehead, or at least he has the ultimate cheesehead. To all of our audiophile
readers, there are only two ways to experience extreme bass - with a pipe organ in a cathedral, or at a
Deadmau5 show.  The rodent styled man put on a show that had most of the crowd dancing in the aisles
with glowsticks in hand, and this 24 track set came to an end all too soon.

1.     Where My Keys                                      13.     Slip
2.     Bad Selection                                    14.   Aural Psynapse
3.     Maths3.     Maths                                                                        15.   Raise Your Weapon
4.     The Reward is More Cheese                        16.   Sofi Needs a Ladder
5.     WTF (To Play Us Out)                                    17.   One Trick Pony
6.     Some Chords                                                     18.   FML
7.     Complications                                                            19.   Professional Griefers
8.     Cthulu Sleeps                                       20.   Ghosts N Stuff
9.     Arguru                                                     21.   Limit Break
10.   ASDFGHJKL10.   ASDFGHJKL                                          22.   Animal Rights
11.   HR 8938 Cephei                                   23.   Get in The Cart, Pig
12.   Jaded                                                        24.   Strobe
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AVID Sigsum Integrated

$16,999
avidhifi.com

Initially known for their amazing turntables, AVID has been quietly building a 
full line of electronics and speakers that are equally impressive. Their latest
Sigsum amplifier delivers 110 watts per channel (into 8 ohms) and offers rock
solid build, combined with an elegant aesthetic. And, of course it has a greatsolid build, combined with an elegant aesthetic. And, of course it has a great
phonostage on board, along with a cracking headphone section too.
 

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.avidhifi.com
www.soundorg.com


Pathos
Logos mk. II

$4,999 
upscaleaudio.com

Pathos takes a different
approach to tubes, using
a a hybrid circuit. In this 
case, we have a pair of 
6922s driving a solid-state
output stage.

The result is similar but 
not exactly like either,
with a smoothness you 
expect from tubes, butexpect from tubes, but
the grunt offered by 
solid-stage.

Remember when you used
to run a tube preamp with
a solid-state power amp?
Now you can have it all in
one box. How cool is that?one box. How cool is that?

Oh, and did we mention
beautiful?
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Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.upscaleaudio.com
www.anamightysound.com


TONE99.125

Feliks Audio Elise
Headphone Amplifier

$1,649
feliksaudio.pl(factory)

www.upscaledistribution.com (NA distributor)

Kevin Deal knows how to pick em.

This single input, This single input, OTL headphone amplifier, which
also features a variable, line-level output, can easily

be used as a two-channel preamplifier.

It offers great sound, a pair of NOS 6N13S tubes, and won’t 
break the bank. Or your back.

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.feliksaudio.pl
www.upscaledistribution.com
www.soundorg.com


TONE99.128

Audeze Mobius
Gaming Headphones
$399
audeze.com

If you need to play your favorite
games while others are asleep, or
perhaps occupied doing somethingperhaps occupied doing something
else, the new Mobius phones are 
the ticket.

According to Audeze, they have 
partnered with WAVES’ DSP 
technology to create a 5.1/7.1 
surround experience  with Head
TTracking and Room  Emulation.

The result feels like you are walking
through the streets or driving that
race car. Cool.

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.svsound.com
www.audeze.com


Tellurium-Q Statement Power Cord
www.telluriumq.com
$5,500  

We have had nothing but fantastic luck with every
Tellurium-Q product we’ve used. Their cables make
up half of our reference gear, and as you know we
don’t usedon’t use, review or endorse much when it comes
to the world of wire.

But the Tellurium-Q stuff is the real deal, and their
power cord has the same effect that their signal
cables offer.

It’s simple. Their cable brings you closer to the
music, with fewer artifacts, full stop.

WWe’ll have a little more commentary for those
of you that care to indulge us very soon.
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Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.telluriumq.com
www.aquahifi.com


TONE99.132

SVS
Prime Pinnacle Towers
$799.99/each
svsound.com

Many think of SVS as a subwoofer
company, but they are a full line
speaspeaker manufacturer. Great as
their subs are, their speakers might
even be a better value.

These Prime Pinnacle towers have
been getting a through work out, 
and we will have a full report very
soon!

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.goldnote.it
www.svsound.com


TONE99.133

PrimaLuna
EVO 100 DAC

$2,999 
primaluna.com

Do any of you remember PrimaLuna’s killer CD
Player with a vacuum tube analog stage? Well, 
they’ve improved the DAC design, the tube 
Super Clock and everything else under the hood.

If you don’t need DSD or MQA, this small but
mighty (and heavy) DAC is all you need.

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.primaluna-usa.com
www.echohifi.com
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Pro-Ject T1
Turntable with phonostage

$399
sumiko.com

Pro-Ject raises the bar again for vinyl lovers
on a tight budget with the T1. It even includes an

Ortofon OM5 cartridge pre-mounted, so you can roll, Ortofon OM5 cartridge pre-mounted, so you can roll, 
or rather start spinning right away.

Got a phonostage? or a pair of powered speakers with phono
capability? Order it sans preamp for $349. It doesn’t get any easier. 

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.sumiko.com
www.dynaudio.com
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McIntosh MC255
$8,000
mcintoshlabs.com

When it comes to multi-channel
home theater applications, you 
can’t beat McIntosh quality. Their
amplifiers are known for damplifiers are known for day in,
day out use the world over.

And we all know how cool those
big blue meters look in the dark
when you’re viewing your favorite
flick.

The MC255 is a five channel power
amplifier, offering up three 250amplifier, offering up three 250
watt channels in the front and a 
pair of 200 watt rear or surround
channels. It’s a great place to start
with a 5.1 sysetm, or add another
Mac multi-channel amp for a full
Atmos environment.

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.elusivedisc.com
www.mcintoshlabs.com


TONE99.140

Boulder 1110
Stereo Preamplifier

$21,000
boulderamp.com

We’ve been having so much fun with Boulder’s 1161
power amplifier, that they were kind enough to send
the matching 1110 preamplifier, so we could have anthe matching 1110 preamplifier, so we could have an
“all Boulder” experience.

Good as Boulder gear is, like any other manufacturer,
there is always a synergyusing components that were
designed around each other, and the 1100 series is no
exception.

Watch for a full review very soon.
  

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.rel.net
www.boulderamp.net


Avari
Current Injection Phono
$6,800
avariaudio.com

Richard Mak has just finished his
thoughts on this revolutionary
phono preamplifier.phono preamplifier.

This will be on our Cartridgedude.com
site very soon

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...

www.avariaudio.com
www.totemacoustic.com


Focal Chora 806
$998/pair
focal.com

One of the most exciting things about Focal, is the way 
their manufacturing and engineering capabilities scale
from their six-figure flagship models, down to their
entry level models.entry level models.

Because they design and build everything in-house, a 
speaker like the Chora is possible at its price.

These are en route to us now, so look for a review before
the end of the year...

Future Tense
Reviews in our immediate future...
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      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
San Francisco, California -  AudioVision San Francisco
www.audiovisionsf.com
1628 California Street
San Francisco, California 94109                                415.614.1118

Austin, Texas - Whetstone Audio
www.whetstoneaudio.com
2401 E. 6th. Street #10012401 E. 6th. Street #1001
Austin, Texas  78702                            512.477.8503                                     

 

www.rel.net


www.bowers-wilkins.com


www.cardas.com


Portland, Oregon - Echo Audio
www.echohifi.com
5904 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy
Portland, Oregon  97221                            888.248.3246              

www.passlabs.com


      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
Marietta, Georgia -  The Audio Company
www.theaudioco.com
146 South Park Square NE
Marietta, Georgia 30060                                770.429.0434

San Diego, Califonia - Deja VU Audio West
www.dejavuaudiowest.com
4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E
San Diego, California  92111                            858.412.4023                                     

 

www.warwickacoustics.com/headphones


      Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                                    Dealers That Mean Business - Listings                            
Morton Grove, Illinois  -  Quintessence Audio
quintessanceaudio.com
5701 W. Dempster Street
Morton Grove, Illinois 60053                                  847.966.4434

Scottsdale, Arizona - LMC Home Entertainment
lmche.com
15507 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 13515507 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 135
Scottsdale, Arizona                                                             480.403.0011                                     

 

www.gryphon-audio.com


In House
The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

Don’t Get Weird on Me, Babe - Lloyd Cole

This is always such a great road trip CD, so why
wouldn’t it still be in a 6-disc changer from long
ago?

Remember these?

www.highendbyoz.com




Pla1lisl: 

Pretenders -
Precious 

Private Life 

Mystery Achievement 

Pretenders II -
The Adultress 

Bad Boys Get Spanked 

Pack it up 

Jealous Dogs 

Learning to Crawl -
My City Was Gone 

Get Close - Don't Get Me Wrong

Packed - May This be Love

And even though it's not The 

Pretenders, lead singer Chrissie 

Hynde's recent Valve Bone Woe 

is an interesting excursion. 

CHRISSIE HYNDE vZ.1vE 
VALVE BONE WOE �2�[��� 

The Pretenders remain one of our 

publisher's favorite bands from the 

punk/new wave era. Here's his fav 

Pretenders tracks that lean heavy 

on the first two albums. 
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Get The Gear:  Where to find what you’ve seen in this issue. 

Abyss                                abyss-headphones.com

Ana Mighty Sound             anamightysound.com

Analog Magik                               analogmagik.com

Anthem                                         anthemav.com

Aqua Audio                                  aquahifi.com

Artisan Fidelity                artisanfidelity.com

AAtlas Cable                                            vanaltd.com

Audio Classics                       audioclassics.com

Audio Physic                                    vanaltd.com

Audio Research                 audioresearch.com

Audio Solutions                    highendbyoz.com

AudioVision SF                     audiovisionsf.com

Audolici                                            audolici.com

AVID HiFiAVID HiFi                                         avidhifi.com

Boulder                                      boulderamp.com

Bowers & Wilkins               bowers-wilkins.com

Bryston                                             bryston.com

Cardas Audio                                 cardas.com

 

Chord Cable                                  soundorg.com

Clearaudio            musicalsurroundings.com

conrad-johnson                 conradjohnson.com

Core Power                         underwood hifi.com

dCS                                                      dcsltd.co.uk

Dynaudio                                       dynaudio.com

E.A.E.A.T.                                                 vanaltd.com

Echo Audio                                     echohifi.com

Elusive Disc                                elusivedisc.com

Esoteric                                   esoteric-usa.com

Exogal                                                      exogal.com

Focal                           audioplusservices.com

Franco Serblin                          francoserblin.it

Gig Harbor AudioGig Harbor Audio                  gigharboraudio.com

Gold Note                                             goldnote.it

Golden Ear                               goldenear.com

Grand Prix Audio                 grandprixaudio.com
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Get The Gear:  Where to find what you’ve seen in this issue. 

REL                                                              rel.net

Qobuz                                                qobuz.com

Rega                                             soundorg.com

Simaudio                                    simaudio.com

Sonus faber                             sonusfaber.com

Splicit                                                splicit.com

Sumiko            Sumiko                                                sumiko.net

SVS                                                  svsound.com

Tellurium Q                                  telluriumq.com

Torus                                           toruspower.com

Totem                                  totemacoustic.com

Upscale Audio                        upscaleaudio.com

VAC                                         vac-amplifiers.com

Vitus Audio                             Vitus Audio                             highendbyoz.com

Warwick Acoustics      warwickacoustics.com

HiFI Centre                               hificentre.com

Kiseki                                         kiseki-usa.com

Luxman                                           luxman.com

McIntosh                            mcintoshlabs.com

MartinLogan                            martinlogan.com

Musical Fidelity                audioplusservices.com

NagraNagra                                        nagraaudio.com

Naim                           audioplusservices.com

Octave                                                octave.de

PS Audio                                      psaudio.com

Paradigm                                      paradigm.com

Pass Labs                                       passlabs.com

PrimaLuna                         primaluna-usa.com

ProAc                                             ProAc                                             soundorg.com

Pro-Ject                                            pro-jectusa.com
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Last Word
Our parting thought to ponder.

That’s a wrap. On to issue 100!

Looking back on digital’s past
how many of you still recall
the infamous “green pen?”

Maybe we were blinded
by science after all.

But is was fun.But is was fun.

www.grandprixaudio.com


Hey, it’s issue 100!

Products of the Year
Exceptional Value Award Recap
Publishers Choice Awards

Product of the Decade Awards

Find out what we think are the three
most profound things in the last tenmost profound things in the last ten
(well, nine actually) years!

and...

A casual look back on 15 years of  TONE

Next issue, 100:

www.psaudio.com



