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Foam Damping Pads

Two 6" High-Definition Cast-
Basket Bass/Midrange Drivers
w/ Multi-Vaned Phase Plugs

Optimized Dual-Chamber
Upper Bass/Midrange Enclosure
with Angled Rear and Side Walls

High-Gauss High-Velocity Folded Ribbon
Tweeter (HVFR™) w/Zobel Network

Open-Cell Polyurethane

Two on Each Side of Cabinet

Hybrid Phase-Perfect Electronic/
Passive Low Frequency Crossover

1800-Wait DSP-Controlled Class D
Digital Amplifier with Programmable
Logic Device Based State Machine

Elegantly Sleek Piano Gloss
Black Lacquer Finish Cabinet

Massive 3/32" Thick Steel Plate Built Into
the Base for Exceptional Structural Rigidity

Triton Reference
$4499 ea.

«

ldenEar’s New Triton Reference Redefines
Ultra High-End Performance and Value!”

“Stunnin g...4 completely new level of excellence...exceptional musical performance
and an awesome anchor for a multi-channel or theater setup! o

A remarkable amount of transparency, life and
soundstage detail . .. fully competitive with some
substantially more expensive speakers”

— Anthony Cordesman, The Absolute Sound

GoldenEar's Triton One is one of the best selling high-end
loudspeakers ever, consistently thrilling listeners and reviewers alike
: iab! ollection of the mdusl:ry’s

S

The Triton Reference is an evolution of everything that we have
achieved with the Triton One, but taken to a stunning new level of
sonic performance and sophisticated visual design. All the com-
ponents in the T Ref: including larger, more powerful, active sub-
bass drivers with huge “Focused Field” magnet structures, upper-
bass/midrange drivers with “Focused Field” magnet structures,
and High-Velocity Folded Ribbon tweeter with 50% more rare
earth neodymium magnet material, are brand new, and have been
specifically developed for use in the Reference. The powerful 1800
watt subwoofer amplifier, with level control to fine tune the bass to
your room, and 56-bit DSP control unit are a significant evolution
of those in the Triton One and our SuperSubs.

There are a myriad of other significant upgrades and refinements,
including: new internal wiring with a specially developed twist,
further development of our signature balanced crossover including

— Jeft Dorgay, Tone Audio

film capacitors bridged across the high-pass section on the upper-
bass/midrange drivers, a unique proprietary mix of long-fiber lamb's
wool and Dacron for more effective internal damping, intensive work
with a high-resolution accelerometer to determine the most effective
implementation of complex internal bracing, a 3/32"-thick steel plate
built into the medite base to further stiffen it for increased stability,
new stainless steel floor spikes and cups, all of which results in higher
resolution of subtle details ... and the list goes on and on.

ence presents a serious
the multi $10K range”
'~ Robert Deutsch, Stereopbile

rnature is a sﬂky
.llfellke sheen but

into the voicing of the speaker a.nd the seamless blending of the
drivers, for unmatched musicality with all types of music, and home
theater perfection. Rarely do speakers excel at both, but with their
world-class neutrality, the Reference absolutely does. A special
bonus is the Reference’s extremely high 93.25 dB sensitivity, which
gives them tremendous dynamic range and allows use with almost
any high-quality amplifier. You must experience T Ref for yourself!

é)ldenEar Technology

We Make High-End Affordable!™

www.goldenear.com
PO Box 141, Stevenson, MD 21153 (410) 998-9134

Like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/goldenear

Follow us on Twitter!
twitter.com/goldeneartech

Call us or check our website for your nearest dealer
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In House

The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

Fat Boys - Lie-Z

Two things woefully absent from this years Rocky Mountain Audio Fest: Hip-Hop
and cassettes. (though reel to reel had a strong showing)

e What better way to revisit the days of Yo! MTV Raps than with the Fat Boys
DIl cassette? A great way to start the issue, or any day, for that matter.

THE NEW 600 SERIES

Bowers & Wilkins


http://www.bowers-wilkins.com
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, 50 this one’s not a small speaker. But those vintage, off white JBL’s were just staring at me and I had to take the




’s Inside:

AudioSolutions

Cover:

Many would say that the tiny BBC
monitor, the LS3/5 and LS3/5a were
Raidho D1.1 the first compact, high performance
speakers.

Paradigm Persona B Designed for mobile recording use,
they quickly caught on as an
audiophile speaker of choice, and
hORN Atmosphere to this day, preferred by music i
lovers the world over. i

Graham LS3/5a Here we have the Graham Audio
version, though there are

many to choose from!
REL T5i Carbon

Amphion Helium 510

Neat lota

Paradigm Monitor SE Atom

MartinLogan Motion 4i

Pontos 9 oy

Klipsch “The Sixes”

Devialet Phantom Gold - 2 FIGARO XL in GRAY OLIVE

Jern 14DS
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HIGH END By 1648 WESTWOOD BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES, CA 90024
W THE WIZARD OF SOUND (424) 344-0011 0Z@HIGHENDBYOZ.COM
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A Close-up view of the amazing Raidho ribbon tweeter
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Paradigm

PERSONA-

“FOR ALL THEIR VISUAL BEAUTY...
THE PERSONA SYSTEM DID THAT

. MYSTIFYINGLY MAGICAL ACT—ONE
®  THAT ALL GREATEST SPEAKERS
ASPIRE TO—OF DISAPPEARING
. COMPLETELY FROM PERCEPTION
£ AND LEAVING BEHIND ONLY THE
i MUSIC OR MOVIE SOUNDTRACK.”

Darryl Wilkinson, Sound & Vision
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2017

BEST oF INNOVATION

o

o
“Audiohoe®’

Visit paradigm.com to find a
dealer near you and schedule a
demonstration of the new Persona. ROOM CORRECTION

Publishers Letter

This year's Rocky Mountain Audio Fest was not as packed as in years past, no doubt
in part to there being so many hifi shows going on. Back when we launched TONE
at RMAF in 2005, it was packed to the rafters all three days. Most people couldn't
get into CES, so this was the only consumer show in the US.

But with this came an easier vibe than in any of the years past. There was a better
mix of new and old attendees, and a few more people bravely stepping out of the
“audiophile approved” playlists. “Keith Don’t Go” isn't quite dead yet but it did fade
dramatically this year.

With the show finely tuned and over the construction maladies plaguing the last two
years at the Tech Center Marriot well in the rear view mirror, she's jumping off a cliff
again to move the show to a new venue for 2019. Staying in the Mariott franchise,
the show will now be a mere 10 minutes from the Denver airport at the new Gaylord
Rockies Resort. This certainly will make getting back and forth easier.

Along with an easier vibe amongst the attendees, there also seemed to be a much
more relaxed attitude between those of us called upon to report on this wacky industry
of ours. As Angela Cardas quipped over a beer with John Darko and |, “why don't you
guys all get along better?”

In the spirit of this move towards a bit more détente between us, former Stereophile
editor, and now publisher of Twittering Machines, (twitteringmachines.com) Michael
Lavorgna was zooming around the show taking pictures of manufacturers and fellow
industry colleagues with a vintage Polaroid camera. He was kind enough to share
the photo he took of me, above. Rafe Arnott, now of Stereophile (www.stereophile.com)
and | discussed a summer road trip, and Enjoy the Music's (www.enjoythemusic.com)
Steve Rochlin was the seminar and party master supreme, hosting all of the seminars
as well as the first night gala, picking up the bar tab for everyone.

Considering the strange times that we find ourselves living these days, it was lovely
to see everyone just play nice together. Here's to that trend continuing.

As for this issue, we continue with our concept album series, and present an entire
issue of compact speakers. And what better speaker to put on the cover than the
LS3/5a — the world's first real compact monitor. This time, reimagined by Graham
Audio, a fully licensed BBC model. However, if the BBC sound isn't to your liking, we've
got some other fun flavors for you to sample.

If you're living in a smaller space, we hope this will present some possibilities to consider.

L)

Thanks again for reading,


https://www.paradigm.com

Playlist:

What Our Readers Are Into

Steve Perry -
Traces

Greta Van Fleet - From the Fires
Queen - The Platinum Collection
Queen - Greatest Hits

Atreyu - In Our Wake

Fleetwood Mac - Greatest Hits

Look Now (Deluxe Edition) -
Elvis Costello & The Impostors

Journey - Greatest Hits

The Eagles - Greatest Hits
1971-1975

CCR - Chronicle: Their 20
Greatest Hits

This issues’ playlist begins with
some of Pete Thomas’ (former
drummer for Elvis Costello’s
Attractions...) favorite albums.

Someone’s got a lot of hit tracks
on their phone.

And there’s a nod to his old band
mate as well. (Tidal listeners can
stream this in MQA...)

ELYILIS GLOSTEL

California

Tone Playlists are sponsored by

STEREO BLISS

MC462 QUAD BALANCED POWER AMPLIFIER

Our all new 450 Watt per channel stereo amplifier. Features a 66% increase in
dynamic headroom. Mclntosh Autoformers™ for 2, 4 or 8 Ohm speakers.

MeIntosh

LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE"

www.MclIntoshLabs.com

Handcrafted in America since 1949
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Audiolux proudly represents Audia Flight in the U.S.A | audioluxllc.com

995

Great sound for less than a G!

Kanto YUG6 - Start here!

kantoaudio.com
$399.99/pair

A while back, staffer Rob Johnson wrote a glowing review
of the Kanto Yumi speakers, which arrived bathed in a
yummy shade of bright red.

A visit to the Kanto room at this years RMAF
revealed an all new lineup, even more
compelling.

By Jeff Dorgay
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This device complies with
part 15 of the FCC Rules
Operation is subject to the
following two conditions:
(1) This device may not
cause harmful interference.
and (2) this device must
accept any interference

interference that may cause

FCC ID: QKH-KANTOYUG
IC: 10678A-KANTOYU6
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Powered Speaker System

995

Great sound for less than a G! By Jeff Dorgay

Cool as these speakers are, the action is on the back panel. Like
many other compact powered speakers, The YU6s use a length
of speaker cable to get from the left channel, where the power
amplifier resides to the passive left speaker. This adds to the

simplicity of the system, requiring only one power cord. It also
makes it easy to spread the speakers out really far if your room
requires it.

We didn’t have a Kanto SUB 8 on hand for the review, ($289.99
pictured below) it made a great showing at RMAF, and we did
try the YU6s here with a couple of “other” small powered subs.
Thanks to the sub out, integrating the YU6s into a sub/sat system
couldn’t be easier. And it makes for an even more rocking system.

Digital inputs are limited to optical/Toslink and streaming via
Bluetooth. (4.0), and the aux input can be switched between line
and MM phono, just in case you get wacky and want to connect
a tape deck. Yeah, we did that too.

Even without sub, the YU6s provide room filling sound. Configured
like audiophile speakers up on stands yields the best results, but
even bookshelf or desktop installation doesn’t suck. If you are
limited to this, try and use some footers to get the speakers up
off the shelf or desk - it will give you better imaging and
smoother bass response.

Thanks to 200 watts of peak power, the YU6s not only play loud,
they have enough headroom for your favorite music, no matter
what the genre.

Also available in wood
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Established 1987

The Nautilus
Power Strip

“In the end,
these are
some of the
most
versatile
small
~_speakers
we’ve ever

used.”

i

e Cardas 4181US Outlets * RFI/EMI Protection On Every Outlet

e Point-to-Point Wiring with Cardas 10 AWG Solid Core
& 11.5 AWG Multi-Stranded Litz Conductors

www.cardas.com
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The Journeyman AUdiOphile Brinkmann Audio Edison Mk I|

Sound for a bit more than a G... U/t/'mateAna/og Performance

iII :I IIIII Izlli

Narrow Design,
Broad Sound!

Totem’s Sky Tower
By Rob Johnson

Based in Montreal, Canada, Vince
Bruzzese and his team at Totem
Acoustic have over 30 years of
speaker design experience under
their belt. In 2017, Totem released
the Sky line of speakers, starting
with a bookshelf version. Based on
its success, a floorstanding model, : N T S W
3pﬂY ClUbbEd Sky Tower fOHOW"ed. FAOL0 & MICNTdeiRAdSsSCrne.com Lulo

While the same tweeter is featured ©+ = . : s : 3 , -
in both speakers, the Tower version | . During its eight-year production run, Edison has become the Phono Preamplifier

exceeds its predecessor’s bass " of choice for connoisseurs who demand ultimate versatility as well as State-of-the-
handling capability, thanks to more i

cabinet volume and a different LF ' = Art performance.

driver. According to Totem, the 3 3

bookshelf version’s frequency " 8 Edison Mk Il is more than an enhancement of its legendary predecessor. The cul-
response rolls off below 48Hz, while U mination of Helmut Brinkmann'’s four decades of audio design, it is our definitive
the Tower dips down to the 36Hz : |

range. .‘_ statement of the analog art.

1 i The Edison Mk I version is now available at selected Brinkmann dealers. Owners of

the original Edison can upgrade their unit to the Mk Il standard.

brinkKMANN

"The World's Finest Turntables ... and more!" brinkmann-usa.com
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Sound for a bit more than a G...

The Journeyman Audiophile - Corpoy the Copencence

¥

Many of the speakers in Totem’s past and
current product lineup feature stunningly
beautiful wooden cabinets. Their attention to
detail makes their speakers a work of art,
competing visually with some of the best
speakers out there. With the Sky line, however,
Totem seeks to make their great speakers more
affordable for a larger audience with some
compromises like limited finish choices of
black ash or mahogany veneer, or the clean
white safin of our sample pair.

s come with magnetically-
abric grilles to cover the drivers,
he owner to choose the aesthetic.
grilles have minor sonic impact,
gests the best speaker performance
em in place. Count me in as one
s seeing the drivers in action rather
than hiding them behind the curtain.

Setup and placement

The Towers rest upon Totem’s signature “claw”

style feet: Three claws at the bottom of each

speaker ensure automatic leveling and even

weightdistribution. While not included in a Pass Laboratories
package;spikes can thread into the claws 13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602

should the speakers need better anchoring (530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com
when placed on uneven surfaces like carpet. ' ’


https://www.passlabs.com

Sky towers measure a petite 6.4 inches (16.2 cm)
wide, 33.4 inches (85 cm) tall, and 9.1 inches (23.2
cm) deep. Squeezed into a narrow cabinet facade
are specially made 1.3 inch (3.3 cm) soft-dome
tweeters, plus 5.75 inch woofers utilizing Totem’s
copper capped voice coil for ideal sonics. Despite
all the goodness within surrounded by a very rigid
cabinet assembly, the Sky Towers remain light
enough to carry over one’s shoulder without
breaking a sweat.

Like their smaller sibling, the Sky Towers offer a
double set of binding posts to make bi-wiring or
bi-amping possible. Totem recommends pairing
these eight-ohm speakers with a 30-125 watt
amplifier to get the most from their voice. I would
suggest leaning toward the higher end of that range.
Totem suggests a minimum 70 hour break-in, and
100 isn’t the worst idea, but they sound great out
of the box, so the time will fly while you adjust to
your speakers! Following factory instructions, I
started with the towers about a foot from the rear
and side walls, facing directly forward without
toe-in. However, if the speakers reside more than
eight feet apart, some toe-in helps optimize their
voice. Following Totem’s advice, the review speakers
found themselves in the recommended face-forward
configuration about seven feet apart. In my case,
the best bass response resulted from a placement
around two feet from the rear wall, but every
listener’s space is different. Be sure to do some
experimenting on your own too!

Listening

Overall, the Sky Tower voice leans to the warmer
side of neutral, but without ever succumbing to an
overly-romanticized presentation. The forgiving
nature gives the Skys a sonic signature that maps
well to classical, jazz, acoustic, and vocally-driven
performances without stridency. As with other
Totem speakers — like the venerable Model One
Signatures — the Sky’s mid-range presence is their
strength making vocals and cellos beguiling to
the ears.

Sky Towers are no one-trick pony, though. While
the loudspeakers are small in stature, and by design,
have limited low-frequency prowess, bass-heavy
music like reggae, dub, and electronica reveal

very well. Listening to Under Poets “(Makes Me)
Crazy,” bass, tambourine, drums, vocals, and a
variety of synthesized effects dance around the
soundstage with authority, presence, and a high
level of palpable detail. Those listeners craving
gut-rumbling bass may prefer the addition of a
subwoofer. However, the speakers do an admirable
job on their own with a taught and impactful
musical delivery.

The Skys do an excellent job of imaging too. Vocals
and instruments float all around the speakers,
rather than being anchored to the speaker
bodies. The result is a deep, wide, 3D soundstage
I normally equate with more expensive designs.
While Totem’s flagship speakers reveal even more
music, the Sky Towers not only offer a high level
of musical enjoyment, they’ve done an incredible
job of balancing all of the design and construction
parameters to build a speaker that never feels (or
sounds) like a budget speaker. Kudos to the Totem
team for bringing this level of performance to a
price point accessible to so many music lovers.

Conclusions

At the modest retail price of $2,250/pair, Totem sets
a very high bar for great sound from these petite
floorstanders. Build quality, custom drivers, and
an aesthetically-pleasing finish create a package
which is difficult to beat. The Sky Tower defies

expectations at its price point and handily deserve
a TONEAudio Exceptional Value award for 2018.

Tellurium Q

10 products of the year and most wanted components
in just 2 years by preserving relative phase relationships in a signal

Steres Times

Most Wanled Components USA

"If you're looking for a major jump in your system's performance, I'd suggest buying a pair of these instead of considering a
hardware upgrade. Before you write this advice off to cable delusion, expectation bias, or the recent Mercury retrograde
phase, please take note: | have never said this in TONE's 11-year history”

Jeff Dorgay, Tone Audio

Stereo Times

Maost Wanted Components USA

"Well, | have just stumbled upon a speaker cable that
I'm very tempted to put in a class of its own"

Mono & Stereo

“Tellurium Q have surpassed themselves here. It is often said
that all cables colour the sound of a system fo some extent,
but the Silver Diamonds do it to a lesser extent than any other
product I've heard so far.”

John Myles, HiFi World

The effect of phase distortion can be likened to smearing a beautiful picture or looking at it through frosted glass.
All signal cables do this to some degree and the better you tackle the engineering challenges to combat phase
distortion the more natural the sound you get.

i
elity,

Times

Stereo BESTI®
Maos! Wonled Compaonents USA FFiC

’ -‘ 015 !
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The Journe

Sound for a bit more than a G...

yman Audiophile

Totem backs their speakers with a five year limited warranty in the
unlikely event of a problem. However, Totem’s quality controls, solid
designs, and years of manufacturing speakers make that scenario
unlikely. Those music fans considering loudspeaker options in the
Sky Tower’s price range should be sure to find a local Totem dealer
and listen for themselves. You will be glad you did!

Additional Listening: Jeff Dorgay

While this is supposed to be an issue of “small speakers,” the Totems
still fit the bill, because they take up less actual floor space than a
lot of mini monitors with stands — and a pair of small floorstanders
are more stable than monitors on stands.

There’s no two ways about it the Sky Towers really rock. If you’ve
ever heard Totem speakers at a show or dealer, you know how much
music all of their speakers produce. Not to mention killer bass.

Thanks to a gentle crossover network and an 88db/1-watt sensitivity,
you can achieve great sound with a vintage receiver or one of the
world’s finest amplifiers. While Totem often shows with Boulder
and other top amplifiers, I achieved excellent results with a vintage
Nakamichi 420 power amplifier as well.

I always tell our readers to fall in love with a pair of speakers and
build a system around them. The Totem Sky Towers make such a
romance easy. Just buy a pair, they’re awesome!

The Totem Sky Tower
$2,250/pair
totemacoustics.com
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Old School

Respecting HiFi's Past...

KEF C60 Speakers

It was the winter of 1984, which ended up being
not quite as scary as I thought it would be when
I read the famous tome back in high school. I had
just sold my Acoustat 3s to Jerold O’Brien’s father,
and cash was a little tight. My local dealer
suggested a pair of new KEF’s from their compact
performance C series that just arrived. Not only
were they the first pair of speakers I'd owned in
years that weren’t a panel design, they were my
first pair of British speakers.

by Jeff Dorgay

Being used to a big, expansive soundstage, moving
the C60s up to a midfield listening position, I was
not disssapointed. Though the C60s didn’t go as
low as the Acoustats they replaced, the additional
punchiness and pinpoint imaging was engaging.
Hooked up to a Krell KSA-50, they were no slouch
in the bass department either.

The C60s served me well for about a year, and back
then, fully in the throws of audiophile upgrade
anxiety syndrome, that was a pretty long time for
me to hang on to a pair of speakers. While I ended
up going back to panels, (this time a pair of Acoustat
2+2s) the seed was planted.

Optimized or Compromised?

TatRREN
TeRERER

With the modular OCTAVE “w=w"
HP 700 preamplifier,
there is no trade-off!

With the OCTAVE HP 700 tube preamplifier there is no sacrifice of personal
customization to enjoy perfect sound quality. Distinguished by its powerful and Audiophile tone
airy sound, the HP 700 also boasts the incredible flexibility of eight optional RUIeioREn
high-end input modules, allowing perfect customization to any system without
a hint of audible compromise.

CTAV

MODERN CLASSIC

Perfectly optimized
optional input modules

& Meticulously crafted in Germany - Available exclusively from select authorized OCTAVE retailers - www.octave.de
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Old School

Respecting HiFi's Past...

When a used pair popped up in EBay for $150 at
4a.m., why not jump in the time machine? It’s

way cheaper than buying vintage BMWSs on Bring
a Trailer.

Our sample pair arrives with the grilles slightly
tattered and a few scuffs in the cabinet, but very
well packed. It’s always nice when someone takes
the time to carefully pack a piece of vintage audio.
At first listen, they are a bit more bass shy than
I remember. However, I remind myself I've been
rocking a pair of REL 212SE’s and bass extension
issues are long in the past.

However, after a few hours of playing Aphex Twin
at a fairly good volume level with the awesome
Sugden A21SE integrated (a lovely match, by the
way), both bass extension and transparency have
made a dramatic turn for the better. This suggests
that they have been sitting for some time, and if
I were really hard core, I'd consider taking these

apart and replacing the capacitors in the crossover.

There’s a lot of rainy days here in the Pacific
Northwest, so you never know.

But these are small British monitors, so there’s
still not a ton going on under 55hz. Visiting the
vintage section of KEF’s website confirms that
the C60 is indeed -6db at 55hz. http://us.kef.com
[explore-kef/kef-museum/1980s/c10-c20-c30-c40
-c40d-c42-c60-c80

by Jeff Dorgay

Thanks to a polypropylene woofer cone with
rubber surround, the C60 will not suffer the fate
of so many speakers of this era utilizing foam.

We’re still waiting for a reply from KEF as to
whether the T33 dome tweeter is still available
so no house parties till we find out if you can
afford to blow a tweeter!

A 4-ohm nominal impedance made them easy
to drive with my KSA50, and the current pair
seem equally amplifier friendly — turning in a
great performance with vintage and reimagined
Dynaco Stereo 70 amplifiers.

Should you decide to adopt a pair of these, keep
them closer to the walls and ground than you
might normally with something else to maximize
room gain. Or consider an inexpensive sub to
round the presentation out. Running more
current through the C60s, they sound even better
a week later, but now it’s time for these speakers
to head to the garage system.

Not too much later on the timeline, KEF would
introduce their first Uni-Q speakers, and change
their game forever, but if you need a spare system
somewhere (and you bought a PS Audio Sprout
like I told you to...) the KEF C60s won’t steer you
wrong. Enjoy!




@
PluYIIS': What Our Readers Are Into

Money For Rope - Easy Way Out
Silverchair - Israel’s Son

The Breeders - Cannonball
Nick Cave - Red Right Hand
Royal Blood - Little Monster
Midnight Oil - Read About it
Truckfighters - Gweedo Weedo

The Angels - Am I Ever
Gonna See Your Face Again

The Church - Almost With You
The Cult - Fire Woman

Cold Chisel - Merry Go Round

Alan Crouch is a pal and TONE reader
for some time now. Having moved from
Portland, OR to Australia, he’s been
paying close attention to the music
down there.

He sent this list the other day, saying
“here’s 11 you might hear at cool rock
& roll bars down here.”

0. 2 Australia

TONE Playlists are sponsored by:

MARTIN LOGAN

THE BEST OF
BOTH WORLDS:
THIN FILM
ACCURACY, DEEP
BASS THRILLS.

Cone speakers can’t reproduce

mid-range and high frequency audio with
the lifelike detail and three dimensional
effect of an electrostatic loudspeaker.

Nothing delivers bass like woofers in a box.

MartinLogan combines these elements in
the most advanced electrostatic hybrid
loudspeaker ever, Renaissance ESL 15A,
flagship of the Masterpiece collection.

With a unique suite of innovative tech

and proprietary design elements, these
loudspeakers deliver detailed imaging and
dynamic soundstage, even in the most

challenging listening spaces.

No other loudspeaker features the controlled
dispersion radiation pattern of a curvilinear
electrostatic transducer combined with
our reflection-defeating PoweredForce
Forward woofer alignment. The result is
breathtakingly accurate and seamlessly
integrated full-range performance. On-
board Anthem Room Correction (ARC®)
technology instantly optimizes response

for the best sound in any room.

Renaissance ESL 15A is a revolutionary
melding of form and function. This is

exactly what we mean by Truth in Sound.
The reviews are in. This is our Masterpiece

martinlogan.com/truth

“Yes, I've drunk the Kool-Aid for years.
But even though I'm pre-primed to like
electrostatic-panel speakers, I'd never
ﬁumd a one-stop solution I could live
with. Now that a MartinLogan active
subwoofer endowed with ARC-2 has
been successfully mated to an XStat
paﬂel, danyone serious about big, ﬁdl,
accurate sound reproduction can start
here. Unconditionally recommended.”

Renaissance ESL 154
Jon Tverson, Stereophile

“.the best bass response I've ever heard in
my roon in the areas of overall smoothness
of response and of clarity, definition, and
pitr:b dgﬂérwzriatifm.”

Impression ESL 114

Pasl Seydor, The Absolute Sound

“It’s a powerful, dynamic, musical fun
maker with the usual MartinLogan
characteristics of good imagery and great
detail... and tcrrg'ﬁf integration between
cones and panel. Factor in the benefit of
subtle DSP room compensation and this
electrostatic hybrid design comes extremely
highly recommended!”

Impression ESL 11A
Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi+

“MartinLogan has hit a home run... This
speaker improves upon the traditional
MartinLogan strong points of transparency
and detail and adds a much ;'mprom'd bass
section to create a well-rounded, great-
sounding speaker.”

Expression ESL 134
Brian Kabn, HomeTheaterReview.com

“.a world-class speaker. It is revealing,
accurate and has the huge soundstage one
expects of a dipole radiator.”

Impression ESL 114
Glenn Young, Secrets of Home Theater ¢& High Fidelity

Parts of a MartinLogan
ESL Transducer

A) Plasma bonded diaphragm
B) ClearSpar™ spacers
C} MicroPerf stators

Electrostatic
Forces at Work

Opposite charges attract,
Like charges repel.
The diaphragm holds a
constant positive charge.

the absolute sound
EDITORS
CHOICE

AWARDS
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by MARTINLOGAN


https://www.martinlogan.com/truth
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https://www.raidho.dk

T H E F | N E A R T S

In celebration of 40 years in the pursuit
of high-performance in audio,

The Raidho D1.1 is an incredible small S conrad-johnson is pleased to present
monitor. At first glance, sitting next to my 5
$6,000/pair X-1 reference monitors, you 4 ¥
might think “what’s the big deal?” Yet (stereo 150 Watts/channel) and
seconds into the first track, their magic 5 3

hits you. | & 1 ART300 (mono 300 Watts) ampiffiers,

our new limited production ART150

. each a virtual window on the
Not only do these speakers create a massive,

room filling soundfield, program material not ‘ emotional experience of live music

requining room shaking, ultra extended bass j -

response, one is easily fooled into thinking they o right in your home.

listening to much larger speakers. : e

And with good reason, the D1.1 uses the same © @ )

ribbon tweeter featured in their top systemn, '
along with a Raidho diamond driver for a - & B,
l I I ’ {IRN : ! 3 * ' | \

mid/woofer.
I ! L
l[i

modestrooms, but a larger room will require / R
bass augmentation to reproduce the full ‘ o Lo i
musical range. When used in that context, \ R |

—

The 50hz low point will be adequate in B l

even the small D1.1 provides a majestic
presentation.

ik

LI

1

i 59,

ut ]

1!

The Raidho D1.1
$24,995/pair
www.raidho.dk

i /

Conrad-j ohnson just sounds right. J

2800K Dorr Ave - Fairfax, VA 22031 - phone: 703-698-8581, [ax: 703-560-5360 - www.conradjohnson.com



https://www.raidho.dk

Don't let the size
fool you. These
small monitors

deliver the
ultimate in
sophistication.

The SKY Tower sets the standard for versatile, lower-cost towers that can
be used with a wide variety of electronics. Delivering unobtrusive magic I O I e M
for the everyday music lover, the SKY Tower represents the evolution of

30 years of innovative design and manufacturing.

‘*'
W30=

; Discover yours
totemacoustic.com



https://www.totemacoustic.com

The Good:

The same amazing tweeter as the
$300k Raidho flagship speaker
Flawless cabinetry

Perfect blend of ribbon tweeter
and woofer.

Not so much:

Need a sub to achieve full range
performance

At the high end of the price scale

The Verdict:

Incredibly high quality at an
equally high price.




Em/ Europran Audio Team's C-Major

Exceptionally engaging, endearing sound.”

‘ -
Egypt Station - Paul McCartney L] '

For those of you thinking “What else could Paul McCartney have to say?” The answer
is - plenty. Sir Paul hasn’t been sitting around, resting on past triumphs and a recent "It looks stunning...

interview in GQ shows him to be as active as ever. He remarks, “I’ve not had the luxury - .
of lounging. Probably not a good idea.” Best of all it sounds fantastic.

In House

The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

The new record is vibrant as ever, perhaps some of the best solo work Highly recommended. " screams sophistication,
he’s ever done. But get the CD from Target - there : .
are two killer bonus tracks you can’t get _ e \ obviously a luxury product...

anywhere else. o - e G Exceptional Value Award Winner a winner and a wonderful
- e ] component. Combine such
Jeff Dorgay elegance with high-tech
Tone Audio materials and exemplary

finishing -- as EAT hasin
the C-Major -- and you've
gotawinner."

Highly recommended.

> xJason Thorpe
SoundStage Hi-Fi!

4 f’ . ) _—
P 9
m

l_Fﬂ LARNA LTD

VANA is proud to represent EAT inthe USA vanaltd.com



https://www.vanaltd.com

Paradigm
Persona B

§7,500

paradigm.com



https://www.paradigm.com
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THE COMPONENTS OF EXCELLENCE: LASTING VALUE

Before you buy a new audio
component, consider why some
people would rather own a
used McIntosh than a
new anything else.

Made in the USA

“The best source I know ‘for all things McIntosh’ is Audio Classics in Vestal, New York.
They do a lot of restoration work on McIntosh products and are an authorized McIntosh dealer and service center.”

Jim Hannon,VP/Group Publisher & Senior Writer, The Absolute Sound

Timeless design. Legendary construction.
Sound investment.

3501 Vestal Road e Vestal, New York 13850  Call 607-766-3501 or 800-321-2834
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 st — Other Hours by Appointment

Paradigm hasbeen on a hot streak with their new
Persona line of speakers. The top of the range
Persona 9B was our speaker of the yearlast year, and
these $35k/pair floor standing speakers with active
woofers and Anthem Room Correction offer serious
competition to a lot of $100k/pair speakers we’ve
heard. And in a lot of cases, the Persona 9Bs offer
more performance.

The Persona B is the smallest model in the lineup, and
at just $7,500/pair offer all of the same characteristics
as the big floor models. The only real difference is
that they are slightly less efficient, and don’t go down
as deeply in the bass region. Perfect for those with
small rooms, or preferring a sat/sub combination.

Should you be in the latter category, Paradigm has
a matching subwoofer, or if you are building a
complete multichannel system, the Bs make great
rear channel speakers too.

No matter, the Persona Bs share the same beryllium
tweeter with the rest of the range, and feature a
purpose built 7-inch mid/woofer, rather than just
taking the midrange driver used in the other systems.

The sound is big, open, and dynamic. With both
drivers being beryllium, their is no difference in
transient attack between woofer and tweeter. The
Persona Bs are incredibly fast - with the speed of a
great ribbon driver, yet without the issues that can
crop up when mating said ribbon with a woofer
using traditional materials.

A sensitivity rating of 92db/1 watt means you won’t
need a ton of amplifier power to drive the Persona
B to realistic volume levels. And you won’t need to
limit your amplifier choices either - these speakers
work incredibly well with tube or solid state
electronics.

Because of their neutral, highly revealing character,
you can fine tune the ultimate sound with your
choice of amplifier. Those waning every last drop
of resolution may prefer going solid state, while
combining theresolution the Persona Bs offer with
a tube amplifier, especially one on the warmer
side of things is positively intoxicating.

The best thing about the Persona B, is that you can
mix it up how ever you’d like to.


https://www.audioclassics.com

GOLD

~<NOTE

Italian Music Experience

MEDITERRANEO

THE ITALIAN TURNTABLE

Our journey started 25 years ago by designing our very
first turntable driven by our love for analogue music
and a real passion for vinyl.

Such passion defines all our creations and particularly
turntables, stimulating us to design with great care and
attention every single detail in order to realise the
most fascinating sources of music.

Mediterraneo is the pinnacle of Gold Note: a creation
that redefines the traditional design of the turntable
through innovative shapes, technical solutions and
quality materials in order to merge tradition and
technology and achieve the best musical experience.

Mediterraneo combines the greatest attention to
technical perfection with pure beauty.

Manufactured by our local craftsmen, the
Mediterraneo is fully hand-made: designed with a
60mm curved plinth made of aged Italian Walnut
chosen for its exceptional elasticity, strength and
high-density, then coupled with a 20mm board made
of polished acrylic and finally reinforced with a 3mm
stainless steel board for extra rigidity.

Every detail of Mediterraneo enhances its musicality: a
refined technical innovation achieved through elegant
and smooth lines.

www.goldnote.it

The Good:

Same tweeter as the flagship Persona 9B
High sensitivity

Easy to drive

Multiple color options

Easy to integrate into all-Persona

HT system

Not so much:

No nits to pick

The Verdict:

Paradigm’s Persona B sets the standard
in compact, high performance monitors.

A steal at this price


https://www.goldnote.it



http://www.horns.pl

How can a BMW enthusiast not
love a pair of speakers available
in the factory “M” color scheme?

But seriously, if you’d ratherhave
something more traditional, the
staff at hORNS offers black,
white, red, and any other color
that moves your imagination.

They also offer a leather covered
model that looks incredibly sleek.

The key to satisfying sound with

° : the small hORNS is to get the
Ra l 0 right room and don’t be afraid
to audition a number of amplifiers

Acoustics

to get the perfect setup.

These speakers only have a low
sensitivity rating, 84db/1-watt,so
a little bit of extra muscle won’t
hurt. And as you try and integrate
them in your room, pay careful
attention to therear-firing woofer
that can be turned down, (or even
off completely) to help get just
the right amount of LF balance
in your listening room.

Should you be placing the hORNS
1 P in a large room, consider a sub-
- = '-) ' woofer for reinforcement and
placing your speakers fairly far
intotheroom. You’ll swearyou

The remarkable | - y arelistening to massive floor
performance of our ) | Standers

Diamond drivers delivered in the A
remarkable elegant shape of the D-1.1

.'T,f}

Full review very soon....



http://www.raidho.dk

hORNS
Atmosphere

The Good:

Numerous customization options
Straightforward setup

Easy to drive with tubes or solid state
Very dynamic for a small speaker
Not so much:

Somewhat low efficiency, requires
moderate to high amplifier power

The horn tweeter makes nearfield
listening tough

The Verdict:

A great speaker for the right room



In House

The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

Studio Tan - Frank Zappa

Though originally produced as the last couple of albums to fulfill contract
obligations to Warner/Reprise, Studio Tan came off as Zappa-esque fluff to
the faithful. Years later, this is still a fun spin. The vinyl version dedicates
the entire first side to the pre “Office Space” anthem, “The Aventures of

Gregary Peccary.” Side Two’s “Let me Take You to The Beach,” has become
a road trip staple. You bring the weenies...

Where Have all the
Good Stereos Gone?

U -» e know. Sorting through the jungle that is pre-owned hi-fi gear
can be tough. Myriad Internet forums and online shopping sites just
don’t offer the expertise required to make sound decisions.

That's where Echo Audio comes in. We have more than 20 years
of retail experience in selling hi-fi equipment the way it should be
sold: In a brick-and-mortar environment that provides you with
personalized attention.

While we will certainly ship any of our gently used classics directly
to your door, we invite you to stop by our shop in beautiful
downtown Portland, Oregon to browse our inventory in person.
Thanks to an in-house service department, we not only service
everything we sell, but every piece of used gear is thoroughly
checked before being put on display. Consider our white-gloves
treatment your guarantee against potential problems.

So, when you are looking for high-quality, lightly used hi-fi gear,
look no further than Echo Audio. Be sure to check out our Web site
for current products and new arrivals.

e¢ho)

www.echohifi.com 888.248.echo



http://www.echohifi.com

MINE: it should be yours

Welcome to MINE:

We're not just crazy about music and hi-fi here at TONE. While we can put many labels
on our ethos, claiming to be music lovers, audiophiles, or perhaps even qualityphiles,
that doesn't even cover it. Having me so many of our readers from all over the globe, as
we are well into our 13th year, I'd say our readers are playful and inquisitive to say the least.

You've told us you like automobiles, motorcycles, fine art, bicycles, toys, cameras...
Well, you get the picture. Lumping this all under a banner labeled “Style” seems too

limiting. Let's face it, we're all a little selfish when it comes to our stuff.

So, let's call it what it is - MINE! And we'll be sharing more of our favorite stuff as we go.

Dolce & Gabbana Sunglasses

$1,240
dolcegabanna.com

With the holidays almost upon us, these crystal covered shades might be the perfect
gift for your favorite female freind or Elton John tribute band star. Per the D&G website,
these one size fits all sunglasses do offer "adjustable nosepads to guarantee optimal
comfort.”

We know a few people who might really love these. You probably do too.

LINN

Fasy
Peasy

L.emon
Squeezy

Control your entire
audio environment
with whatever’s handy.

It all makes sense when
you hear Linn DSM.

Find out more at www.linn.co.uk



http://www.dolcegabbana.com/eyewear/sunglasses/women/
http://www.linn.co.uk

MINE: it should be vours

LUMIN

The finest streaming DACs made today. AN !
All models in stock now. /67 N\ |

Diakoges Framivm HP IATsg/a1ed Ampiifias

Primaluna HP
The World’s Finest Tube Integrated $4399

FOCAL
Electra 1038 Be

Launched at $12,450.
KISEKI One of our bestsellers.

Purple Heart N.S. While supplies last.

Sy"'$3|99 $6999

NAIM Preamp /Poweramp Bundle
We bought them all to get you this price! Sjﬁﬂﬂ: $2249

BRSNS I N N
SN

; VPI Classic 4 Package J Upgrade to Focal Headphones.

We pay top dollar on all trades.

Ramones at 40 $1000 Periphery Ring & 12" 3D Tonearm - $117G0, $5999 Exciting bundles available! FOCAL
Price: who cares? All Models in Stock
musicmillenium.com View a huge selection of used items on our website! We take trade-ins!

IN STOCK: ACOUSTIC ZEN, ANTHEM, AUDEZE, AUDIOQUEST, AURALIC, BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY, BELLARI, BENZ MICRO, BLUESOUND, BOWERS & WILKINS, BURSON AUDIO,
CARY, CLEARAUDIO, DH LABS, DR. FEICKERT ANALOGUE, DYNAVECTOR, EAT, FOCAL, GRAHAM, HANA, HIFIMAN, ISOACOUSTICS, ISOTEK, JL AUDIO, KEF, KIMBER KABLE, KISEKI,
KLIPSCH, KOETSU, LEHMANN, LUMIN, LYRA, MANLEY, MARTIN LOGAN, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAL FIDELITY, MUSIC HALL, MYSTERE, MYTEK, NAD, NOLA, NORDOST, ORTOFON,
PANGEA, PEACHTREE, PRIMALUNA, PRO-JECT, PS AUDIO, REGA, REL, ROTEL, SHELTER, SONUS FABER, SOUNDSMITH, SUMIKO, SUTHERLAND, TANNOY, VPI, VINCENT, AND ZESTO AUDIO

909-931-9686
upscaleaudio.com

Just fucking buy this.


http://www.musicmillenium.com
http://www.upscaleaudio.com

MINE: it should be yours

Rubber B Watch Straps

About $300 ea. (style dependent)
rubberb.com

You've probably figured out that in addition to music, hifi, cars and other fun items,
we're kind of watch geeks too.

For many, the standard leather or metal band that comes with their luxury watch is
just fine. But we submit to make a bolder statement with your Rolex, Patek, or Panerai
(shown here) a bright, colored, vulcanized rubber strap is pretty out of the box.

Those wanting to pursue a more understated approach can choose from one of their
black bands or other offerings. These bands are all Swiss made, with top quality clasps
and a fit that you would expect to go with your timepiece.

LUMINOR

%)

I50 ”Swing”
1er

Integrated Ampli

AVP-01 PreAmplifier

harold@soundconsultant.com

ULTANT 608 208 3536 USA Distribution
' www.soundconsultant.com



http://www.rubberb.com
http://www.soundconsultant.com
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A Classic Reborn.

Visibly unchanged, yet beneath the dignified beauty of its classic curvilinear cabinet, our best-selling
reference subwoofer has been remade, performance expanded in every way. More power, yet greater
control, clarity and superior dynamics. Evolved, artful in its appearance and savage in its output.

Join the Pursuit”
rel.net

Timex & Peanuts
The 38mm Charlie Brown Watch

$65
timex.com

Seriously, who doesn't want one of these?

And you might even get more looks with
good old Charlie Brown on your wrist that
whatever $30,000 lump you're wearing
now.

At least you'll get a few smiles, and in the end,
isn't that the most important part of carving
out your own personal style?

Check out the rest of the Peanuts collection
right here.

sinoA aq pjnoys ) IN| V\|


http://www.rel.net
https://www.timex.com/charlie-brown-38mm-nylon-strap-watch-/Charlie-Brown-38mm-Nylon-Strap-Watch.html?dwvar_Charlie-Brown-38mm-Nylon-Strap-Watch_color=Silver-Tone-Yellow-White&cgid=#q=peanuts&lang=en_US&start=1

\ All In One
Y4 Cartridge
\ Setup
Software &
Test LPs

MINE: itshouldbe yours

Get the shine you paid for...
Angelwax ceramic

$35.99 and up...
angelwaxwestcoast.com

With so many premium loudspeakers finished with automotive
coatings, it's important to keep them looking their best. Granted,

- your speakers aren't being exposed to direct sun and the elements

\ & like your car is, but it still makes a difference to shine them up once
ayear.

gCﬁ?:l:B‘e A Setup Guru:

e been using ceramic based Angelwax on a few of our
th excellent luck. It keeps a deep, rich shine on
nge Focal's too!

crofibers, and a tin of
 [ns v =
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-a e %3

AZIMUTH

< 16.407 Bz —
16.418 Hz| s

e el = e
' s

RESONANCE

CTE == o3 f [ EEEEa
: :[ l‘g ‘i de _ e i R T EeE o 3‘5504 ; : e :._.-. ’6»2339

VIBRATION ANTI-SKATING

www.AnalogMagik.com North America Distributor : EU Distributor:

info@AnalogMagik.com ¥ i @, stical-
info@rutherfordaudio.com £ info@acoustical-systems.com



http://www.angelwaxwestcoast.com
http://www.analogmagik.com

MINE: it should be yours

Segway Ninebot miniPro Go Kart Kit

(requires, S.Pro, notincluded)
ninebot.com/gokart

Who needs this?

Your kid, for sure, but we're guessing this could be a ton of adult
fun as well. Though limited to a top speed of about 15mph, this
little fun machine does get up to 15mph in like, 2 seconds and
pulls .7g - that's more than the average minivan.

The kit looks easy to build and could make for some great kid/
parent bonding time. Again, plan on buying two, so you've got
someone to race against.

Here's to Segway for what has to be the coolest toy of the year,
but we hope they come up with an adult version that does about
40 mph.

€ro-Ject

AUDIO SYSTEMS

The Classic SB
VINTAGE DESIGN MEETS MODERN TECHNOLOGY

We have turbocharged our EISA Award-winning “the Classic”
to bring you this upgraded package - The Classic SB.
It includes key new features:

«Electronic speedcontrol

«Sumiko Blue Point No.2 cartridge
«Top grade Clamp It

«Leather It mat

ELECTRONIC SPEEDCONTROL SUMIKO BLUE POINT NO.2 CARTRIDGE

For more information, visit www.pro-jectusa.com


https://www.ninebot.com/gokart
https://www.pro-jectusa.com

MINE: it should be yours

“ oNnte 2 Sound Orge

Apple iPhone Xs
Price $999 and up.... \
apple.com .

As our mobile devices become more and more a compact laptop, Apple
again pushes the envelope with the new Xs phones, offering a bigger, edge

to edge screen, more computer horsepower, and of course a better camera. su p pO rt@s oun d 0 rg .com =
Unfortunately, these phones are now carrying a laptop pricetag as well. We (97 2) 234—0 1 82 S ) U n d

always remain intrigued (and the camera is incredible) but not all of you S
are going to want to jump off the cliff for $55/month. sou ndorg'com Organisation



https://www.apple.com
https://www.soundorg.com

MINE: it should be yours

The C64 Mini

$65
amazon.com

Vintage gamers, rejoice. Following in the trend of last year's original Nintendo
mini reboot, we now have the C64 mini. It plays all the games you remember
the C64 capable, and thanks to an HDMI port, you can watch 8-bit graphics in
full glory on your 4k TV. Ironic, isn't it?

Unlike the original, this model is a game machine only. there are no ports for
a floppy disc and it doesn't run basic. They keyboard is strictly for looks, as the
entire box is about twice the size of a smartphone!

But an ideal conversation starter it is!

v

AUDIA

F L < H T

Audiolux proudly represents Audia Flight in the U.S.A | audioluxllc.com


https://www.amazon.com/C64-Mini-not-machine-specific/dp/B07GMV1X1K/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1542392332&sr=8-1&keywords=commodore+64+mini
https://www.audioluxllc.com

Hang those phones in style
The DEFF headphone stand

Boullder:

$99
deff.co.jp

1]

Boulder

1160 Q1:'R[Cl,‘.ll.f’llf kR

- EXPERIENCE THE NEW ————
1110 PREAMPLIFIER & 1160 STEREO AMPLIFIER

Boulder Amplifiers Inc | 255 S Taylor Ave | Louisville CO 80027 | USA
303-449-8220 | sales@boulderamp.com | www.boulderamp.com

sinoA aq pynoys y NI

Hi Fi Insider's Mike Liang always has
his finger on the pulse of what's new
and cool in the world of personal
audio, and he gave us a tip on this
new stand, originally intended for
Sony phones.

If you want one, you can only buy
from Japan. Please click here to be
taken directly to the site.

This is a great stand to display your

favorite phones.

headphones and photo by Mike Liang,
hifiinsider.com


https://www.boulderamp.com
https://www.hifiinsider.com
www.deff.co.jp

Room Tunes:
Kiss those unwanted reflections goodbye

about $475/set
michaelgreenaudio.net

Back in the early 90s, Michael Green started the "tuning revolution” showing audio
enthusiasts the way to clean up the unwanted reflections in their listening rooms,
unlocking a more immersive experience.

The master is back (actually he never went away) and in light of all the crazy expensive
room treatment products, the original is still fantastic. We'll have a more in-depth,
tech-y report on our website soon, but if you'd like to experiment with getting more
performance from your system, his starter package, which includes four of the corner
tunes you see here, and some other panels to help damp corner reflections, is an
excellent place to start.

This is by far one of the most cost effective udpdates you will ever make to your listening
environment.

Montreal Audio Fest
March 23-25, 2018
Bonaventure Hotel, Montréal, QC, Canada
Room St-Lambert

Axpona Audio show
April 13-15, 2018
Renaissance Shaumburg Hotel, Chicago, IL
Room 462

Come experience the CH collection today



https://www.michaelgreenaudio.net
https://www.ch-precision.us

v i t u s S/\ a ud i o Blue Bubbly?
Blumond from Saraceni

About $20/bottle

saraceniwines.com

“Isn't It time you award yourself ?”

Vitus Audio Signature Series SIA 25 mk ||

As you can well imagine, the color caught
our eye on this one. Anything for $20 a
bottle and an outrageous color like this
can't be any good.

Orcan it?

EDITORS’
CHOICE

AWARDS

SARACENI
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)
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~ HIGCH END By 1648 WESTWOOD BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES, CA 90024
o A8 Sl b L e M T N (424) 344-0011 OZ@HIGHENDBYOZ.COM
WWW.HIGHENDBYOZ.COM

MINE: it should be yours



https://www.highendbyoz.com
https://www.saraceniwines.com

MINE: it should be yours

Me Undies Plaid Onesie

$70
meundies.com/product/onesie

Onesies and plaid collide at Me Undies
and they've done a crackinig job.

Just click on the "ad\rentarous”
button and you'll see three different
patterns along with snowfhen and
polar bears.

4

Who wants red or black n?w”

But seriously, if you aren!l the
adventurous type, comfof{ still

awaits you. ﬁ

* RUBBER B

THE ULTIMATE RUBBER STRAP

SWIM
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SKIN

100% Rubber
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—

Made in Switzerland.

Rubber Bisnot affiliated 'wr'i'h_ Rolex, SAcAllwatch likeness & logos.are Trademarks-of Rolex SA.
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PI"YIIS': What Our Readers Are Into Na [oss of fine detal

FORQ -
Viridiana

John Scofield -
Combo Theme

John Escreet -
Test Run

= Justin Brown Nyeusi -
GEFFEN RECORDS Jupiter’s Giant Red Spot

Marcus Strickland Twilife -
Drive

Noah Preminger - Halfway
to Harford

Maria Grand -
TI: Isis

"If you want a highly ir
three-dimensional music exper
in a small to modest room, these
the speakers that shou.M be atthet
your list... There is amazi

Pat Metheny Group - So May
it Secretly Begin

John Coltrane - Soul Eyes

Gary Burton - Duke Ellington’s
Sound of Love

ese speakers sounded almost

magical...It was quite uncanny.They. wi oV being harsh,
are high-end speakers... that out d thatisa
i ir si =5 i s T
Ken Micallef writes for Stereophile, perfonl"m many sPeakers intheir size o €\ E;\
DownBeat and has an outstanding class.
FB page called Jazz Vinyl Lovers.
Mel Martin
Here’s some recent jazz tracks that Secrets of Home Theater and High Fidelity
he’s been enjoying. Stop by his FB -
page, if youw’d like some great tunes 110, New York \

L)

-

TONE Playlists sponsored by... QObUZ
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The*'ad ran something like this...

“Invest in a new distillery in the Isle of Arran. Your
£450 payment will result in 12 cases of blended
whisky and as a holder of a Founders Bond. You
will also receive a personal tour of the distillery.”
Now this seemed a good investment, as £450
converted to around $5 a bottle at that time.

Invest in a distillery in Arran? Arran, the fabled
island that used to have over 50 legal and illegal
distilleries in it? Rumors abounded about the
quality of the whisky produced there, but as the
last distillery closed in the 1800s, no one really knew
for sure. As a whisky lover, I was hooked and
promptly sent in my money.

The Isle of Arran Distillery is situated about half a
mile from the Kilbranan Sound, which faces the
Mull of Kintyre, whose main town, Cambelltown,
is the home of Springbank Distillery (really good
whisky). To get to Arran, I took the ferry from
Ardrossan, which is an hour west of Glasgow. Gliding
(on a calm day) over the Firth of Clyde to Brodick
on the east coast of Arran, you are exposed to some
of the most spectacular views in Scotland. To the
north is the island of Bute and to the south lies
Ailsa Craig, an uninhabited island that is famous
for its blue granite, used to make curling stones.
Looking west, you can clearly see “The Sleeping
Warrior”—a mountain range, in relief that looks

similar to a resting human body. The drive to the
village of Lochranza is short and takes you through
some picturesque Scottish villages.

The distillery is most impressive. It is a cluster of
white buildings with pagodas on top, that serve as
ventilators, designed to stop spontaneous
combustion of the grain by allowing air to pass
through the grain. As grain is no longer stored in
large piles, I wonder if the pagodas are just used as
a decoration, or of they are essential to the aging
process. Nevertheless, they are pretty and add an
enigmatic feel to the presentation.

At the time of my visit the distillery had not yet
produced their first bottling, so I couldn’t sample
my investment. Yet the tour was very interesting.
It was the first time I had ever visited a new distillery
and the place positively gleamed. The tour guide
made a big fuss about the water on the island. In
the lore, the water in Arran is the reason their
whiskies tasted so good. I did taste it and found it

clear and sweet, but unremarkable for Scottish water.

This was a long-term investment. It took them a
couple of years to build the place, and after the
distillation started, it still took many more years to
produce the spirit. From time to time I would receive
updates on production.

SCULPTURE A
®

A.4 Silver

LE PHONO SE

Working strictly as a class A single
ended device with no feedback,
our phonostage uses only solid
state components (no op-amps)
with the shortest signal path
circuit possible.

Tailor built for your cartridge
with carefully selected and
matched high end components,
it works with any MC cartridge
from 0.1mV (74dB of gain)

up to 2.5mV.

Le Phono SE, a solid-state
design without the usual issues
of tube electronics.

info@

anamightysound.com

A3 A.4 Copper

made by Ana Mighty Sound

A5 & A4 SCULPTURE A
PHONO CARTRIDGES

Already awarded by French press
with a « Remarquable » award,
the A.3 and A.4 phono cartridges
display a minimum tracking of
90 micron @ 300Hz lateral that
will allow you to get the full
definition of your records. For
this we have developed a
specific damper and use only
boron cantilevers with dedicated
geometry diamond tips.

With outputs from 0.1mV to
0.3mV with either silver or
copper coils and impedances
between 3 to 40 ohms.

Our insights on cartridge “repairs”
What if each cartridge was
restored as unique artefact ?

We do not believe that glueing

a cantilever and diamond tip

is enough. Aging has an effect on
your cartridge as well as usage
wear, dust, hygrometry and UV.

Cartridge service : your cartridge
does not sound as good as you
remember ? The damper might
have been tampered with, the
azimuth of your diamond tip is
starting to be off or maybe the
piano wire is getting loose ?

; MIGHTY SOUND Gf_

It is the perfect companion
of our Le Phono Single Ended
phonostage and others.

With a compliance of 12 @100hz
and three bodies, mixing
impregnated wood with pure
brass, copper, silver or gold, we
are able to fine tune the

weight and fine tune the sound
of your cartridge to match
perfectly the mechanics of your
tonearm.

The A.3 is a fixed characteristic
design,the A.4 is a tailor made
cartridge up to your requests.

We can check it out and get back
the original parameters

without altering the parts of
your cartridge.

Fine-repair : we are able to
completely rebuild Neumann DST
(or Lumiére), Clément cartridges
and most MC cartridges available.
Open coils ? Stiff damper ? Broken
cantilever ? We know how to deal
with these issues and will do our
best to get your cartridge as close
to its original status, even though
we can certainly alter your
cartridge up to your requests.


https://www.anamightysound.com
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Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com

Take Your Whisky Home!

by Roy Hall

“Spirit aging well in casks.”
“Unique flavor profiles in Arran Malt.”
“First tastings most promising.”

Many years later, my whisky was ready for collection. I could
pick up the 12 cases of blended or, as a substitution, 5 cases
of single malt. I chose the latter. Now came the arduous task
of bringing it into the U.S. My first idea was to just ship them
but as a frequent flyer, I knew just how sticky U.S. customs

can be if you bring in more than one or two bottles. So what
to do? I contacted a friend in Edinburgh who worked for the
Scotch Whisky Distillers Association. He suggested I call his
friend in Washington who had something to do with alcohol.

Said friend in Washington turned out to be very knowledgeable,
and after the usual pleasantries he told me that without a liquor
license it is illegal to bring in that quantity of whisky. Even
if I offered to pay the duty, it was still illegal, as I did not have
the license and customs would suspect that I wanted to resell
the bottles. After that we talked about our mutual friend in
Scotland, about our favorite whiskies and how the laws were
really hangovers from prohibition muddled by individual state
laws. When we had finished, I asked him what he did in
Washington.

“Me? I’'m the head of the ATF (Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms). President
Bill Clinton appointed me.”
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Take Your Whisky Home!

Eventfully, an impor
shipment and deliv
arrived, each bottle
try it. I opened the fir:
with an underlying chemic
tasted it and swirled it arous
odor became more pro;

I opened a second bottle }
the whisky was too y:
develop. Unfortunately, or
change. I was really disappo
them away at a trade s
friends told me later tha
distillery now has bottlin
malts and generally get:

hand, have never tasted :

Publisher’s note: Tho
palette, after reading t
of Arran 10-year old a :

But it’s a great story!




In Praise of The Party Turntable o By

Last time, (in issue 90) I tried to convince you of the
merits of a vintage Dual table to make it easy for guests
to interact with vinyl. Some readers loved it, while
others were aghast at the idea of putting records on a
changer.

Personally, I think it’s easier at a party, and perhaps
everywhere in life to make things painless for friends
and guests, especially if you want them to embrace a
new concept (or revisit an old one.)

Plug and play sensibility is always an awesome thing,
whether for a primary or secondary turntable, and
Rega’s new P1 Plus treats you right, with a built-in
phono preamplifier. All you need to do is plug it into
an aux or other high level input.

Whether you have a pair of powered speakers, or a
vintage reciever, this is as easy as it gets.

rega.co.uk(factory)
soundorg.com (US distributor)

Thanks to said line-level output, our test P1 Plus had no
trouble driving a pair of 20 foot Cardas Crosslink cables
from across the room to a Bowers & Wilkins Zeppelin
Air at a recent home get together.

Guests were not only impressed with the minimalistic
style (a Rega hallmark), but the ease of use that the P1
Plus offers.

Moving it back into the TONE studio, connected to a
proper integrated and set of speakers, this combo
delivers fantastic sound quality. It is a perfect match
for the beginning vinyl enthusiast, and again, having
the built in phono stage offers higher performance at a
lower cost, knowing it is optimized to the Rega cartridge.
And at $595, it’s tough to beat.

For more in-depth analysis, click here to visit the TONE
website.

VPI Founder Harry Weisfeld seeks cost-no-object
performance for his own listening.
“l use the KISEKI Purple Heart N.S. in my personal system on my Avenger Reference

and have no urge to change cartridges. It sweeps you out of your seat and into
the concert hall with power, grace, and air. | cannot recommend a cartridge higher

than to say | use it when | just want to enjoy music.”

K| 5 5

The Legend Continues

KISEK|

Purple Heart N.S.
Only $3459 $3799

www.kiseki-usa.com

info@Kkiseki-usa.com
909-951-0219
844-LUV-HIFI



https://www.rega.co.uk
https://www.soundorg.com
https://www.kiseki-usa.com
http://www.tonepublications.com/audiophile-apartment/regas-new-planar-1-plus-turntable/
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Can't Get it Qut of my Head..

1 S
wingin’ Doors & Whiskey River.....” is the opening

line from the song “I Just Lived a Country Song” from the

brand new record MLD! MLD! I/VILD!
by Robbie Fulks & Linda Gail Lewis

(Bloodshot Records). An opener like that is a fish hook
in my mouth with the worm working its way right
through my waxy ear. The red vinyl is a beacon of hope
and the cover art gets me shakin’ all over.

Seriously, everything about this record screams WILD!
WILD! WILD! and I never want to remove it from my
turntable. My love affair with Robbie Fulks started in

the 90’s with “She Took A lot of Pills and Died,” “The Buck
Stops Here” and “The Scrapple Song.” In 2000 he put out

Let’s Kill Saturday Night eften

and I was sure he was the greatest songwriter I'd ever
heard. This collaboration with Linda Gail Lewis, sister
of Jerry Lee Lewis, and a piano player to rival the Killah

by Emily Duff

himself, is a brand new breath of life into my iron-lung
of love for all things Robbie. Linda’s voice and delivery
reminds me a little of Loretta’s but shines all on it's own
two vocal chords. From Jazz to Jesus, these two deliver
some of the finest classics you will add to your collection
this year.

Because I wrote and recorded a gospel record this year,
[ spent some with Jesus, musically that is. From Jesus I
went to the next logical destination, LOVE & KINDNESS
and Civil Rights. The record that got itself permanently

wedged inside my skull is MaViS Staples’
We,ll Never T'urn BaCk (Anti-Records

2007), Produced by Ry Cooder. You could stop right there
and not need another reason to listen to this masterpiece
every single day of your life. Mavis Staples & Ry Cooder.
BAM! “Down in Mississippi” will not leave my head. It
plays on a loop over and over again, which sometimes
gets annoying since I'm a songwriter and need to work

i i
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audio research

GH DEFINITION®

REFERENCE 160 M
VACUUM TUBE POWER AMPLIFIER

SoundStage!

nefwoik
BEST OF

SOUND HAS NEVER BEEN SO TRANSPARENT

After two years in development, the all new REF160M is now shipping.
It features switchable Ultralinear/Triode operation, proprietary auto-bias,
output tube monitoring and protection, an innovative transparent power meter,
and legendary Audio Research sound.

Contact your local Audio Research Dealer for an audition.

audioresearch.com
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Can't Get it Qut of my Head... oy

on my own stuff. But that’s okay, it’s not just a great song. It’s a mantra.

It’s a history lesson. It’s a reminder. It’s a wake up call and it’s very needed 8 D E M O ROO M S = =
right now. The entire album is. Get it. Let it penetrate your being and

become part of your personal soundtrack to a higher consciousness and 'I LO CAT | O N

FREEDOM FOR ALL.

Malcplm H01C0mhe’8 new record, Come Hell
or ngh Watel" (Proper) is getting heavy play this month for
me. The songs are sparse and exquisitely written with Malcolm’s voice and
guitar ripping my heart out every chance he gets (and laughing, I'm sure).
The storytelling is at the top of the mountain right here. Special guest
appearances by Iris DeMent & Greg Brown on vocals takes the tunes into
the clouds. 13 tracks produced by Marco Giovino & Jared Tyler, who also
serve the songs as multi-instrumentalists here, frame Malcolm’s songs
perfectly, painting sonic landscapes that invite you into Malcolm’s world
within each musical narrative. And what a Twin Peaks world it can be. If
you have the chance to see Malcolm live, don’t miss it!

16 Tracks of Classics from Muscle Shoals, reinterpreted by popular artists
of today. That sounds like a cool concept, right? Well Heck Yes! “Muscle
Shoals: Small Town, Big Sound” is the brainchild of FAME’s Rodney Hall,
son of FAME founder and Producer, Rick Hall who passed away in January
this year. “Brown Sugar” by Steven Tyler & Nuno Betancourt was the first
song released as a single and HOLY SMOKES! When you are blown away
by every single note of a song, the overall sound of the recording and the
new take on the arrangement right down to the astounding back-up vocals
by the one and only Shoals Sisters, you know that you have a winner on
your hands. The songs are all classics, that’s a given, but the artists,
producers, engineers (recording, mix and mastering) have really put their
individual stamp on these tunes. Old friends dressed up in new clothes
ready to take you there AGAIN! I hate tributes but this is Pure GOLD and I
am playing the heck out of it. You should be too!

1985 was a significant year for me. I was a sophomore in College at SUNY narh It |im I“MM
Purchase, I was going to see a lot of live music as well as writing a lot of By T
music and I started feeling gravity’s pull again. It was also the year that L Dk b g wr'w WNW“W ‘“"”hl\l"w |l I

REM’s Fables of the Reconstruction came

out and reminded me how I could draw on all the various musical influences
of my almost 19 years on the planet to create something that was uniquely
bold and ME with a beat that the kids would want to dance to. Country,
Rock, Pop, Psychedelic, Singer-Songwriter.....this record lit me up like a
Christmas tree and lately I have been returning to the grooves that threw
me to the ground and made me look up. 11 tracks of pure heaven for me.
Go back in time, get your hair higger than it should be and put that tonearm
down on a sound that still sends chills up my back.....dude.

Emily Duff is a singer you won’t be able to get out of your head. And she’s got a new record coming out soon. 433 Carrall Street | Vancouver | Canada | 604 688 5502 hificentre.com

Find out more at: https:/femilyduff.bandcamp.com
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Walkabout: Steve Martin

“A trip down loss-of-memory lane”

hy Ben Fong-Torres

(19

I remember nothing!” Steve Martin declared,
almost happily, as we prepared for an on-camera
chat about our past encounters.

We were at Wente Vineyards in Livermore, California,
where his show with Martin Short, “An Evening You

Will Forget for the Rest of Your Life,” was making

a stop. The show was sold out, with tickets ranging
from about $100 to $409, for front row seats including
dinner from the winery’s restaurant.

I thought back to the Boarding House, a Troubadour-
like nightclub in San Francisco where I first saw
Steve, in 1972. He was opening for his pals, the Nitty
Gritty Dirt Band, and tickets were under $10, including
a four-course dinner. Steve didn’t remember.

But there was no pressure. This time, the
conversation would be more about me and us than
about him.

A documentary is being produced about my life

and career, from Chinatown to Rolling Stone, and
Steve was high on producer Suzanne Joe Kai’s “get”
list. I thought it was Suzanne who was high. I'd last
seen Steve 37 years ago, in 1981, when we’d met for
cover stories for Parade and Rolling Stone, the latter
featuring a memorable cover shot by Annie Leibovitz.

He’d become a superstar back then and has
maintained his status. I'd become...almost famous.

When Suzanne heard that he was heading to Northern
California, she contacted one of his people, and,
amazingly, Steve said “Yes.”

And now, on a comfortably warm day in Livermore,
a 90-minute ride from San Francisco, here we were,
getting outfitted with lapel microphones. To help
jog his memory, Suzanne showed him a video, from
her phone, from the dressing room at the Boarding
House, where we were taping a segment for the
syndicated TV show, “Evening Magazine,” in 1976.
I asked, “Do comedians have groupies?” It was, of
course, a set-up.

“Not really,” he said, faking thoughtfulness. “You
get a funny breed of women. I'm not into that one-
night thing. I think a person should get to know
someone, even be in love with them before you use
and degrade them.”

Steve chuckled. “That’s an old joke,” he said. He did
a lot of wild and crazy things back then, with props
ranging from balloon hats to a cheat sheet of gags
and bits, placed on a stool by his side.

He remembered that.

“I kept that through my whole (stand-up) career, I
had that little piece of paper. I still have a few of
them, soaked through with sweat. It was a crutch;
a comfort.”

Catching him in *72, I loved it all, and invited him
onto my Sunday show on KSAN, where he did sight
gags. “It’s good to be here,” he’d say, performing a
bit he’d done onstage. He stood up and walked a few
steps away. “Actually, it’s good to be HERE,” he said,
and then, retreating to a rack of transmitter
equipment, corrected himself again, shouting, “You
know, Ben, it’s really great to be HERE!”

A few years later, wearing a white suit, complimenting
the arrow through his head, playing the banjo and
portraying a smug jerk, he was a big star; returning
to the Boarding House as a headliner. It was 1975
and, off stage, he wasn’t smug at all.

“I said, my only request is, please, don’t have a rock
band open for me. It’s gotta be mellow, ‘cause I find
it’s too hard to do comedy after a loud rock band.
I’'m sitting backstage and the opening act is called
Free Beer, and I hear the loudest thing I've ever
heard, and then I saw smoke, steam smoke coming
out. It was uncomfortable for me.”

He did not remember a 1977 appearance he made
on a CBS TV special for Rolling Stone’s tenth
anniversary, in which he barged into editor Jann
Wenner’s office and asked to be put on the cover of
the magazine.

BRACE YOURSELF.\§
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Walkabout: Steve Martin

Jann, in a booming bass voice, kept turning him down, I

burst in to get Jann’s OK on my story on Kiss. After some
major groveling, Steve got his cover, and Jann swiveled his
chair, revealing that he’d been portrayed by Donny Osmond.

Next came appearances with Johnny Carson and on Saturday
Night Live; the Beatles-level shows at ballparks and stadiums,
books (beginning with “Cruel Shoes”) and movies (beginning
with “The Jerk.”)

He moved on to more challenging roles, including the drama,
“Pennies from Heaven,” in 1980. That’s when we met for
Parade and Rolling Stone. And that was it for us. Nada,
except that, around 1994, I published a memoirs, The Rice
Room, and Steve agreed to contribute a blurb.

“The Rice Room is a poignant examination of Ben’s life. I
couldn’t put it down...in fact, I'm still holding it.”

During our chat, Steve read it aloud on camera, then added:
“That came from a blurb I read by someone else, a classic
blurb—'Once I put it down, I couldn’t pick it up!””

Still, the fact that he took time to send an endorsement was
huge, and it shouldn’t have been such a surprise that he’d
consent now to help out on my documentary. “My pleasure,”
he said. “You were an important part of my career.”

As we neared the end of our time, Steve agreed to sign a
few issues of our cover story, for Suzanne to use in
fundraising for the project, and I asked him to do an intro
of one of his songs for Moonalice Radio, the station I program
for the jam band. Steve, a highly regarded banjo player
with several CDs, and often performs with the Steep Canyon
Rangers, a bluegrass ensemble whose tour bus is parked
inside the winery. Steve, who's quiet in conversation, thought
for a second, then revved up his voice: “Hi, this is Steve
Martin, and this is ‘Office Supplies,” a song of mine on the
Ben Fong-Torres show, on Moonalice Radio.

And after he plays ‘Office Supplies’ I'm going to explain why
it’s called ‘Office Supplies.” After the song—an instrumental
from last year’s The Long-Awaited Album—ends, Steve
returns. “The reason it’s called ‘Office Supplies,” he intones,
“is because at the end of the song, if you're not thinking of
office supplies, I haven’t done my job.”

Suzanne asked if we could hug, as she had built a segment
of me embracing Quincy Jones, Carlos Santana, Annie
Leibovitz, Cameron Crowe and others. We did, and I thanked
him for doing this. “I really appreciate everything you’ve
done,” he said.

“A trip down loss-of-memory lane”

Correctjon: .
It was everything we did.

hy Ben Fong-Torres

But I was happy.
He did remember.

You already own the music.

You might as well hear all of it.

Contact The Sound Organisation
today for your closest retailer.

resa @ProAc

perfectly natural
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support@soundorg.com
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Few speakers have the awarness, sheer respect,
and ubiquitous recognition than the LS3/5a. No
matter how far along you are in the audiophile
game, chances are high that you not only know
what this mighty little speaker is about, they’ve
probably heard at least one or more different
variations on the theme.

With so many variations, the natural urge to
argue about which one is superior begs to happen
with a certain segment of audio enthusiasts. We
can’t stop that.

But just like with classic car ownership, you may
actually prefer the original (we don’t, we think

this version is superior - but that’s neither here

nor there), but we can all agree, the original can’t
be driven as hard or repaired as easily (perhaps

not at all) as a new model should something bad
happen.

With that in mind, we submit the Graham version
you see here. Made under strict BBC license, it is
truer to form than any of the other contenders, and

: e more interesting, they also
arer LS3/5.

ve got way more to argue about, agonize
st enjoy.

review of this version, as well as
to the Graham LS3/5 almost
pase stay tuned!

If this isn’t what your system sees,
You’'re doing it wrong... \ @ \

EXOGAL, LLC 4657 Aspen Ridge Circle, Eagan, MN 55122 Ex AL
651-964-0698 exogal.com info@exogal.com OG
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A NEW DAWN FOR |HANA|BRILLIANCE

The one that started
the revolution...

ML Low Output*
MH High Output

- Nude Microline Stylus
POM (Delrin®) Body

Metal Threaded Fittings
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Alnico Magnet
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We could argue

pVANNVAY MLSMH

) the 1.S3/5a is the one you should

S own. Some audio'aficionados @ gpairs from multiple generations,
with some pretty major variafi fithe theme. As we mentioned in our

prior review of the Graham LS3/5, thiSwersion is well made, sounds fantastic

and even if you own one or more vin S, these would make an excellent

daily driver. You can’t really crank up théwolume on a vintage pair, as tweeters

o s H A N A M U S I c A I. are too hard to come by:Just relax and enjoy a pair of these!

E/\; ﬁéfﬂi\LDsEol ll:lNd?ﬁs DAN S”HHUUNDINGS 2 Full review and comparison to the Graham LS3/5 underway.
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The Element range is the starting pointin our
product line-up. But we view it as essential to
getting a great performance from your kit.

It seems the world's hifi press agree. We've won
a lot of awards for Element, including What HiFi's
‘Best Analogue Interconnect’for the last 3 years.
We apply as much innovation and effort to the
Element Series as our top of the range Asimi.

The'Integra’ low mass RCA connector was
originally developed for the Element cable and
the principles applied throughout our range .
Our latest Element sc USB cable is based on
research showing solid core cable delivers
superior results to conventional multi-strand.
Element cables are available for hi-fi,

personal audio, digital & video use.

winner

BEST ANALOGUE INTERCONNECT
2012-.2013-.2014

Distributed in North America hy:
www.integrityhf.com

Integrity High Fidelity Solutions

404.334.3242

SOUND AND v:ﬂon WHAT HI'FI?
WHATHIFL.COM AWARDS 2014
AWARDS 2013

ACCESSORIES Bt anulogue inesconnect
T — Aeton Khemert Ietegea

ATLAS

the performance connection

AEOUSTICS LmiTe

_Munilor Loudspeaker

CHARTW -
ouETEL 3

i ECH A,
:

The Good:

True to the original, but better

An incredible piece of speaker history
Phenominal build quality

and attention to detail

More robust than the originals

Not so much:

The obvious limitations of a small
speaker

The Verdict:

The classic BBC monitor, produced
for 2018. Every audiophile should
have this experience


https://www.integrityhf.com
https://www.atlascables.com

In House

The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

Are You Gonna Go My Way? - Lenny Kravitz

This pivotal rock record, along with four other early titles in the Lenny Kravitz
catalog have just been remastered to 2LP sets by Virgin/UMe and they sound
fantastic. It’s always lovely when revisiting the past is better than when you
were there the first time.

Pure Iegacy

Next- Qen attltude.

We’ve taken care of the tech.
You take care of the music.

The new Dynaudio Xeo wireless stereo speakers: all the performance of

high-end hi-fi with none of the hassle. Just plug them into the mains and plug in DVN AU D I o

your sources — or stream with high-quality aptX Bluetooth. It’s as simple as that. Xeo 20 / 30

dynaudio.com


https://www.dynaudio.com
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er before (Nigel Tufnel would
ed to be believed.

And thanks to the blending of a car »on coned woofer from their flagship and a passive radiator from the 212SE, the
performance is beyondd what you would expect even REL to produce from an enclosure this size. We promise a full
review shortly, but restassured, the Carbon LTD is fantastic in every way. And yes, we have a pair here for review.



https://www.abyss-headphones.com
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The Good:

Raises the fit and finish level
beyond anything done in a subwoofer

Hot rodded with the best parts
from the REL parts bin

Way more LF output than you would
expect from a compact sub

Not so much:
Zero

The Verdict:

It’s the Porsche Cayman GT4 of subwoofers
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amphion
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$1,130/pair

amphion.com


https://www.amphion.com

Inlll

ATOM — COMPACT HIGH-END ALL-IN-ONE A Wonderful Surprise
|
l 40-watt integrated ampilifier and high-resolution music streaming We usually expect high quality from Denmark
[ capabilities with stunning high-fidelity sound. and Finland when it comes to speakers.

Maybe it’s just the calming quiet over there
that allows Finnish designers to hear more.

Amphion’s room was making great sound at
J this year’s Rocky Mountain Audio Fest, so it
. was very kind of Amphion USA’s Trevor
Fedele to send us a pair for review straight
away.

This tiny two way works well as a stand
mounted speaker, yet Amphion offers a set
i of wall mount brackets for those that use
these as rear channels, or would like to

Second Two: * o
Chapter Home
Seward

il e elevate an entire set for theater use. A
) ’ 3 I X : 210 o matching center is available as well as the
' L _ R e -— Helium 520 floor standers to complete the
ﬂl naim package.
---T-m e T
| , | ' ‘ | The European audience tends to prefer the
«[...] a level of sonic sophistication that so many of the Atom’s all white look. While we share their design
competitors lack [...] the Atom is a killer choice!» sensiblities, the Amphion speakers are also
Home theater Review available with colored grilles as well as a
wood finish option. (We still love the all white
look...)
e ....,. :: . : m; '1 11 A clean sound accompanies the clean look of
T e =T | i ’ 1 the Helium 510s. Their rated sensitivity is
| A g,f_g. I l il ‘ only .86db/.1 watt, but theyhave proven easy
= e e N ARARE to drive with modest solid state and tube
- amplification.

We have a full review on the TONE 2.0

@ @ website, and the initial response is

Google Cast AirPlay TIDAL Spotify Multiroom Bluetooth Internet Radio UPNnP Digital Input Analogue excellent. Please click here.
Connect (aptX HD) Output

/aim\

naimaudio.com — USA e Distribution by Audio Plus Services — CANADA e Distribution by Plurison

We look forward to hearing more from
Amphion.



http://www.tonepublications.com/review/amphion-helium-510-speakers/

“I can’t think of a better digital disc

player than the PS Audio
DirectStream Memory Player

and DAC. If | had more than two

thumbs to raise I would offer them,

it’s that good. The only remaining choice
is whether you want silver or black.”

---Jeff Dorgay, TONE Audio

Wrsaubnio

www.psaudio.com 720.406.8946 Boulder, Colorado

1017 WM&E ffwdel!?v

The Good:
Clean design, easy to integrate visually
Multiple cabinet and grille color choices
Stand or wall mount

Full range of floor standers and center
channel for theater application

Lovely sound

Not so much:

Absolutely nothing

The Verdict:

An incredible value from Finland


https://www.psaudio.com
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PI“YIIS': What Our Readers Are Into

Lol Se T ESN

BEYOND

Van Halen -
Right Now

UTOPIA Ill EVO | T—

THE LEGENID J
IS GROWING...

Surface of the Moon -
Del Amitri

Kiko and the Lavender
Moon - Los Lobos

My Science Fiction Twin -
Elvis Costello

Murder Was the Case -
Snoop Dogg

Ya Shoulda Killed Me Last Year- - —— = = =% =\ | =
ICE-T B - - . S el , —

Gentleman- Afghan Whigs

You’re With Stupid Now -
Aimee Mann

Goodnight Song - Tears for Fears

If I Only Knew - Tom Jones

NPR recently asks the question, “was Scala Utopia Evo
1993 the best year for music ever?” Ash Grey

Maestro Utopia Evo
Black Lacquer

Maybe, maybe not, but there were a

lot of records that I still enjoy that were
released in the 90s, often mistaken for no. W&Shjllgton Grande Utopia EM Evo Stella Utopia EM Evo
“808 recordS.” Here)s a few fa.V tI'aCkS. British Racing Green Metallic Blue

TONE PlathtS are Sponsored bY‘" q0bUZ Focal.com ||| USA distribution by audioplusservices.com ||| CANADA distribution by plurison.com


https://www.focal.com
https://www.audioplusservices.com
https://www.plurison.com

Neat’s smallest model in the Iota
line is still a worthy performer.

Thanks to their highly resolving
ribbon tweeter and high quality
internals, the Iota delivers a huge
soundstage.

On a desktop, listening nearfield,

you may not even need a subwoofer,

and thanks to the lovely colors
offered, they are an excellent choice
for a compact, surround system.

Rob Johnson spent some quality
time with the Iotas, and you can
read about it right here.

You already own the music.
You might as well hear all of it.

Contact The Sound Organisation
today for your closest retailer.

@ ProAc

perfectly natural

THE

Quadraspire CHORD

COMPANY

A\

Face the Music

support@soundorg.com
(972) 234-0182

soundorg.com Organisation



https://www.neatacoustics.com
https://www.soundorg.com
http://www.tonepublications.com/review/neat-acoustics-iota-speakers/

Paradigm
Monitor SE
Atom

$149 each

paradigm.com



https://www.paradigm.com

New Flagship Integrated Amplifier

!
It’s tou'lgh to buy an LP boxset for
three hundred bucks these days,
much less a pair of speakers.Even
less, a ‘Palr of really good speakers.

But Pa.*'adigm isn’t just any
speaker company. This Canadian
manufacturer designs and builds
eve ing from the cabinets to
the drivers at their massive
facility in Toronto. Their new
slogan imprinted on all the

packa; says “crafted in
Canada.”

The pritle is justified. Our
publisher had an original set
of Atoms, that sold for about
$179 a pTi.r back in the 90s.

_ , “The L-509X is one of the most intimate-sounding, dynamic,
That Paradigm has made this

kind of progress and has held texturally nuanced, truthful purveyors of music of my
the price to this level, speaks

L » .
volumes on their talent and experience.  Ken Micallef

efficiency. . ‘
{ -:n)
Now there’ YOmot Y - . —
have ook soand et e #ﬁm\? “A bang up to date design, in both engineering and
L sound... simply special”

Read our full review and comparison
 to the orignal Atoms (yeah, we

found a pair) here. www.luxman-global.com

General Inquiries: Luxman Japan Head Office:
Luxman A America Ine., 27 Kent Street, Unit 122, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 1-3-1 Shin-Yokoh Kouhoku-Ku, Yokoh 222-0033, Japan
Tel: +1(518) 261 6464 Email:sales@] jea.com Tel: 045 470 6991 Fax: 045 470 6997  www.luxman-global.com



https://www.luxman-global.com
http://www.tonepublications.com/review/paradigms-newest-atom/



https://www.martinlogan.com
http://www.tonepublications.com/review/the-martinlogan-motion-4i/

UMIKO

PHONO CARTRIDGES

36 years of history
36 months of development
6 brand new cartridges

ng Coil
O@WM Moondtone Amﬁz/dt Songbird Starling

SUMIKQ

7

‘l
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L

www.sumikoaudio.net

SUMIK O ¢ 2431 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710 ¢ (510) 843-4500



https://www.sumikoaudio.net

Pontos 9

$1,288.pair

wellroundedsound.com

g

=

=

5

This incredibly versatile pair of small, ported monitors w
from Acoustique Quality, paint a sonic picture that defies 5
%

5

their small footprint.
They have a lovely finish to match, making them as

attractive visually as sonically.

Read Marc Marcantonios’s review here...


https://www.wellroundedsound.com
http://www.tonepublications.com/audiophile-apartment/pontos-9-speakers/

Beneath its timeless aesthetic and familiar curves,
the new Aida has been completely overhauled.
Years of tireless research and refinement have
yielded a pristine electroacoustic engineering
project featuring all-new drivers, crossovers

and internal structuring. A dramatic improvement
upon the speaker once called “as close to perfection
as | have ever experienced.” '

“...these things sound just as elegant as they look.
Or is it, they look just as elegant as they sound?
Either way, the results are genuinely impressive.”

SoundStage!

network  \\

High Def Digest

Sonus faber

LIMITLESS IMMERSION

sonusfaber.com

The Sixes channel pure heritage, 1960s Klipsch, right down to the logo, but
That’s where the resemblance ends. Not only are these desktop horn speakers
powered, they are wireless and feature a streaming DAC built in, with an
analog input for a turntable too. And they really rock.

Could these be the ultimate office speakers?

Read the full review here.


https://www.sonusfaber.com
https://www.klipsch.com/products/the-sixes
http://www.tonepublications.com/review/klipsch-the-sixes-powered-speakers/

Staffer Greg Petan liked the Devialet
Gold Phantom so much he not only
bought two of them, he packed one on
a plane to share with friends in California
on a recent holiday. (and Petan lives in
NYC) That’s love.

Read his enthusiastic review here.

Devialet
Gold Phantom

$2,990

devialet.com

MOFI DISTRIBUTION

The sound and vision of Scandinavia

PRISMA

Q

PRIMARE

Prisma provides multi-room/multi-zone connectivity and control for
playback of stored and streamed media, wired or wireless, all managed
from a mobile device through a dedicated system control app.

In addition to Bluetooth®, AirPlay, and Spotify Connect, Prisma features
Chromecast built-in, a unique streaming portal allowing effortless
direct connection to hundreds of streaming applications, including
Roon, TIDAL, Qobuz, Deezer, Google Play Music, and Tuneln radio,
for the best possible performance and user experience.

Initially available in the new 115 Prisma integrated amplifier, 135 Prisma
integrated amplifier, and CD35 Prisma CD player — with more to come.

» For more on all our new Primare models go to primare.net

K_I 9 Bluetoot h® Chromecast built-in

AirPlay

Autherized Morth American Distributor

mofidistribution.com


https://www.klipsch.com/products/the-sixes
https://www.mofidistribution.com
http://www.tonepublications.com/review/the-devialet-phantom-gold/

ern 14DS

$4,995/pair

jernspeakers.com
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Don’t let the cute, compact shape fool you. These are serious loudspeakers. With an enclosure
even try the audiophile “knuckle rap” test, you might end up in the emergency room!

Designed to work with a subwoofer, the 14DS rolls off around 60hz, allowing it

"



https://www.jernspeakers.com

THE KANTA FAMILY IS GROWING

Stevie Ray Vaughn - Tin Pan Alley
Boz Scaggs - Heart of Mine

Brian McKnight - Whenever You Call
Chickenfoot - Learning to Fall

David Nail - Heavy

Joe Bonamassa - Redemption

Kenny Wayne Shepard -
Blue on Black

Sam Shepard - Writings on
the Wall

Vayden - Karma is a Professional
Wrestler

Ted Nugent - Live it Up

Friend and reader Tony Coury III
from Scottsdale, Arizona and our
publisher go way back before TONE.

A guitarist in his spare time, Coury
is arock and roller to the core.

1noO. 5 Arizona

Here’s a few of his favorite tracks...

Kanta n°2

Fiber glass (0,04mm)

o'
/ Fiber glass (0,04mm)

Flax (0,4mm)

Kanta center

¢¢ |f you want more than a taste of the
real high-end, this is the place to start ??

KANTA N°2 - HIFI CHOICE

“F" cones are constructed of a very high quality
Flax fibre core sandwiched between two thin
layers of glass fibre.

These cones satisfy all the essential criteria of
a high-performance diaphragm: high internal
damping for a very neutral and natural sound,
light weight for exceptional speed and dynamics,
and high rigidity for a tight and controlled
sound.

Flax cones are designed and manufactured in
France to Focal's exacting standards, and are also
used in Car Audio, Pro Audio, Home Speakers and
Custom Integration products.

Kanta n®1

With Kanta, the treble register is reproduced by
a new pure Beryllium tweeter. This IAL3 tweeter
combines the IAL (Infinite Acoustic Loading) and
IHL (Infinite Horn Loading) tweeters features, both
of which help with the absorption of waves, thus
lowering the tweeter frequency.

To this day, only one material permits a joining
of these parameters: Beryllium. For domes with
identical masses, Beryllium is seven times more rigid
than Titanium or Aluminum. This results in a sound
wave three times faster than Titanium and two and a
half times faster than Aluminum.

Focal.com | USA distribution by audioplusservices.com | CANADA distribution by plurison.com


https://www.focal.com
https://www.audioplusservices.com
https://www.plurison.com

re Tense
Reviews in our immediate future... welcome to The Ir

Introducing Jern Speakers
jernspeakers.com

p——

Cardas Nautilus
Power Strip

$1,500
cardas.com

Cardas Audio doesn’t make a power
strip often, but when they do, it’s serious.

Utilizing Cardas’ premium outlets, power

socket and their best internal wire, this power
strip will increase the amout of plugs at your
disposal, while doing no harm to the power from
your AC line. Review to follow.



http://www.cardas.com/nautilus.php
http://www.jernspeakers.com

Future Tense i

Reviews in our immediate future...

Nagra Classic Preamp
$17,600 (VFS base $2,300 addl.)
nagraaudio.com

While much attention has been paid to the NAGRA’s new HD components
and it is well deserved, their single box Classic components are very enticing.

Taking full advantage of the design and engineering expertise at Nagra,
combined with the same highly skilled workforce assembling the HD line, the
Classic components are within the reach of a wider range of music lovers.

We have a full system review in the works.
REF 160M Power Amplifiers —_— = _————
audioresearch.com [
. . L e it~ S
Incorporating everything they’ve learned over the past four decades, b POWER AMPLIFIER M.000u ULITMATE

the latest monoblocks from ARC, feature an even higher level of resolution
than past models, with increased musicality. And, the transparent front - - . ) )
panel that doubles as an output meter is beyond cool = [ —— 1

- &l - 1 10+ a0 30 20 10+
Luxman M-900u o o 30 20 10 o

$14.995 \\\\\\\\\\\\\\l‘IHI/I//////////// \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘IIH h‘///////////

& %\ \\ \\\ 1t II 1 //// 4 ARNNANY \Ill n 1 1200117 ////
luxman.com R MU LA \
- — —__,—. — — __J — - - — y

Just like the Luxman turntable we recently reviewed, (and purchased) - ' —
the M-900u amplifier is a visual and aural tour-de-force, producing

150wpc into 8 ohms, doubling into 4 ohms and can even deliver 1200 STANG Y

wpc into 1 ohm loads for short periods. The first 12 watts are produced :
in full class-A mode, so you can take advantage of even more sweetness
at normal listening levels.

OPERATION

OISPLAY
We have a full review of this and its companion preamplifier very soon. q . ®) @)


http://www.audioresearch.com
http://www.nagraaudio.com
http://www.luxman.com/product/detail.php?id=19

Future Tense

Reviews in our immediate future...

Quad Z-4

$4,999/pair
quad-hifi.co.uk (Factory)
MoFielectronics.com (US Distribution)

When the manufacturer of one of the world’s finest ESL
speakers, builds a box speaker, it’s time to take notice, and

it makes perfect sense that Quad would build a more traditional
speaker with a ribbon tweeter.

And these are lovely.

Formula xHD

* Proprietary Optologic DAC
* Pure FPGA-based R2R Ladder
* Fully-floating (isolating) D/A converter system

_ o » Hybrid USB xCore 200 (dual core) in Bit Perfect up to 768 kHz PCM and DSD 256

» Filterless Non-oversampling digital architecture

lllll

LaVoce S3dac

aquahifi.com

LaScol
T

{}.., g~
v .

La Scala Optologic dac

Unconventional DNA

Formula

FFFFF [ Lo Do
i EE e ) 5 _ T
v v v v
Formula xHD dac La Diva cd transport

Aqua

acoustic quality


http://www.quad-hifi.co.uk
http://www.mofielectronics.com
http://www.aquahifi.com

Future Tense = sodiac

The sky's no
longer the
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Dynaco ST-70

$2,999
dynaco.com

After an auspicious debut at the Munich hifi show over a year ago, the world’s
greatest selling tube amplifier is back, this time as a fully built unit only.

The new ST-70 is designed by Dan Fraser, an engineer with tremendous tube
circuit experience. Along with the obvious updates (solid state rectification, greater
power supply reserve, etc) Fraser actually went back to David Hafler’s original
designs to find a 4x triode driver circuit from Hafler himself to eliminate the need
for the original 7199 tube that is no longer available.

Initial listening proves that Fraser has created yet another masterpiece bearing the name ST-70.


http://www.gamutaudio.com
http://www.dynaco.com

Future Tense

Reviews in our immediate future...

Parks Audio Puffin
$399
parksaudiollc.com

Here’s a novel thought: a budget phono
stage that sounds great, that uses DSP
processing to fine tune your cartridges
sound and loading in the digital domain.

A lot of analog die hards are going to
freak about this, but the Puffin is pretty
cool, and works wonders in the context
of a modest analog system.

we’ll be putting this through its S = - ' s Sssi i UB ?__ /

pi;f_fr?ggggfl;ee‘g)i?iffvffﬂ LS3/5 LS5/8 LS6 LS5/9 LS3/5A

e Clarity by Design

Transparent Uncolored Accurate.
This is what made the sound of the original British Broadcasting Corporation monitors legendary.
Graham Audio has made it their mission to continue this legacy, and to bring the Chartwell
LS3/5 and LS3/5A, the Chartwell LS6, the LS5/8 and LS5/9 to a broader global audience.

Drawn from many years of BBC research, and through the engineering genius of Derek Hughes,
these speakers have been recreated using state of the art materials and technology under
license from the BBC. A new addition to this series is the Chartwell Sub 3, a bespoke compact,
passive sub-woofer designed to be used in conjunction with the LS3/5 monitors.

Graham Audio are also proud to announce the VOTU, their flagship 1000 watts per channel,
high-end monitor for large studios and listening rooms. Effortless dynamics and vast detail
come as standard.

...hear the difference

DNYJ Graham \

AUDIO

ENGLISH HIGH FIDELITY
Distributed in the United States by: Graham Audio USA E%ME I'c',l;

www.grahamaudiousa.com | info@grahamaudiousa.com GRAHAM AUDIO


http://www.parksaudiollc.com
http://www.grahamaudiousa.com

Let There Be Sound, L.L.C. named Exclusive USA Distributor

tor Zavalinka Records Master Tapes from Moscow, Russia

To reserve your copy of then_' ﬁrst tltle “Astor Piazzolla / Henryk Wieniawski”
act Oz (@, (954) 465-504 0...01' vinylrules@aol.com

.....

Cut1C — Wine AaBuds
UNOLA = ASIOOHC Licllse

\stor Piazzolla | S— Pure Anclog Recording

S DU . Astor Piazzolla
lenryk Wieniawski Astor Piazzolla Henryk Wieniawski
epan Sidocov - violin HemYk Wi&niawski Stepan Sidorov = violin
9ty Mitin - plano Sergey Mitin — plano

Stepan Sidorov — violin



Setlist

Photo by Jeff Dorgay

Your Arms Around Me |
Dream It's Over
eapple Head B
Vhispers and Moans
. You Are The One Makin
. Something So Strong
ocked Out e
~ 16. MeanToMe
.~ 17. SisterMadly =
- 18. Weather With You =

v . Fingers Of Love

Integrated Wonders
The new Esoferic infegrated amplifiers represent a
new level of musicality and resolution.
They also represent a new level of value.
The all new F-Series by Esoteric
The precision of an Esoteric preamplifier with the
authority of an Esoteric power amplifier
- In ONe gorgeous, premium built chassis -
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1 wwfaoebookooﬁﬂﬁéoienc US{\ hﬁpJ/www esoferic-usa.com



http://www.esoteric-usa.com
http://www.facebook.com/EstotericUSA

Dedlers That Mean Business:

You've read all the reviews, you’ve argued with the internet pundits,

and you’re ready to write a check. Now what? If you're a slightly used customer that likes
to shop for the best bargain you can find on Audiogon, this article is not for you. And,
controversial though it might sound, ’'m not against Audiogon. If you want a gently
pre-owned preamp, love music, and just don’t want to buy new, I get that — as long as you
know what you’re getting into. Audiogon can be a great place to buy pre owned gear if
you know exactly what you want - and don’t expect ANY service. But someone has to buy
it new, so you can buy it used - remember that!

If you are the customer that likes to buy new, loves the feel (and the smell) of taking it out
of the box for the first time, knowing no one else has touched it, I get that too. Personally,
I’'m about 50/50 on this experience, as I am with cars. Ask anyone who’s bought a preamp
or a used car from me, it’s usually pretty pampered.

However, if you are going to spring for new gear, you need a good dealer. Someone who
understands you, your music and most of all your perspective. You need someone to help
you find the right components that will work together as a system, help you set it up in
some cases, and offer support when things don’t work out as planned. There’s no substitute
for experience, and a great dealer knows their products, and knows what will work best for you.

Nearly every audio system that has failed to achieve the greatness expected of it can be
traced back to poor component choice (system and/or room) synergy and poor component setup.
I’'ve been to hifi shows, homes, and dealers all over the world - hearing sound good, bad, and
somewhere inbetween. It always boils down to these two factors if something isn’t truly broken,
and it rarely is.

The solution is easy. Find a great dealer. While there isn’t a hifi shop on every corner like
there was back in the 70s, there are still some truly great dealers out there that will help you
put together a stunning music system, regardless of your budget. And I'm on a mission to find
as many of them as I can for you.

I'm starting with the folks I know, in this new section of the magazine. Most of the establishments
in this list are running full page ads in the magazine - and there is a caveat. I will not
accept advertising in this magazine from a dealer unless I’'ve been to their place, seen
the shop and have talked to a cross section of their customers to know they provide
superior service. In most cases, these are hifi shops that I, or someone on the staff has
purchased gear from as well.

These are not just people wanting to buy space in TONEAudio. Every one of these dealers
carry my personal endorsement, and I hope that will help you on your journey. As we go
forward, look for the “TONEAudio Approved Dealer” sticker on your favorite establishment.
Know a great dealer, that you’ve had superior service from? Let me know, I would like
to pay them a visit and add them to the list.
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Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Austin, Texas - Whetstone Audio
www.whetstoneaudio.com

2401 E 6th St. #1001

Austin, Texas 78702

clearaudio

Ovation Black Lacquer turntable
with Universal 9” Black tonearm $11,000

THE MOST DYNAMIC RANGE OF TURNTABLES

Porﬂa'nd’ Orego_n B SterEOtypes AUd].O Innovation Wood Black Lacquer turntable
www.stereotypesaudio.com with Universal 9” Black tonearm $16,500
1401 SE Morrison Street, Suite 115
Portland, Oregon 97214

TRNNRRAL

clearaudio 1978 - 2018
MADE IN GERMANY

MUSICAL SURROUNDINGS 5 | Siosarsons o

}_]:HHE-JEJL'LE...:-E;@_[ .



http://www.whetstoneaudio.com
http://www.stereotypesaudio.com
http://www.musicalsurroundings.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Vancouver ,Canada - HiFi Centre
www.hificentre.com

433 Carrall Street

Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3

Gig Harbor, Washington - Gig Harbor Audio
www.gighroboraudio.com

3019 Judson St. Suite D

Gig Harbor, Washington 98335

> 2 () Bowers & Wilkins

Responds Wireless adaptive Smart power with
naturally to you noise cancellation a 22-hour battery life bowers-wilkins.com



http://www.hificentre.com
http://www.gigharboraudio.com
http://www.bowers-wilkins.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Sarasota, Florida - Suncoast Audio
www.suncoastaudio.com

7353 International Place, Unit 309

Sarasota, Florida 34240

New York City, New York - Noho Sound & Stereo

www.nohosound.com
62 Cooper Square
New York, New York 10003

[UM POWER

Cardas Audio

Estabhshed 1987

ST
Iridium . |- e
Power ‘ :
Mridium
Interconnect |
g —
I‘—#rig‘ -
s ' Iridium
L o5
,_ , Phono
;_._ :x,,.,/
Iridium
Speaker
) » b, -.:
www.cardas.com


http://www.cardas.com
http://www.nohosound.com
http://www.suncoastaudio.com

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin - Ultra Fidelis

E nJ O y 1- h e EX p e I’I e ﬂ C e www.ultrafidelis.com

7125 West North Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53213

Portland, Oregon - Echo Audio
www.echohifi.com

1015 SW Washington Street

Portland, Oregon 97205

Pass Laboratories
13395 New Airport Rd. Ste G., Auburn, CA 95602
(530) 878-5350 - www.passlabs.com


http://www.passlabs.com
http://www.ultrafidelis.com
http://www.echohifi.com

Dealers That Meuan Business - Listings

ey S ANCIO COMBAy WARWICK W

www.theaudioco.com ACEUSTIES
146 South Park Square NE

Marietta, Georgia 30060

San Diego, Califonia - Deja VU Audio West
www.dejavuaudiowest.com

4848 Ronson Ct. Ste E

San Diego, California 92111

DESIGNED TO AMAZE

The Sonoma Headphone System from Warwick Acoustics.
Nine awards in twelve months, isn't it time you gave them a listen?

2018 Wr'
the sbsolute sound I ° o
EDITORS’

CHOICE

AWARDS

Sonoma and its logo are trademarks of Super Audio Center, LLC, Colorado, USA and are used under license

nnnnnnnnnn

TONE/ o Wm

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 2017

aavlal=TalalaTalal=1=



http://www.theaudioco.com
http://www.dejavuaudiowest.com
http://www.warwickacoustics.com/headphones

Dealers That Mean Business - Listings

THE NEW FACE
OFSTEREC

What do you do when you've achieved
the limits of amplifier technology?

San Francisco - AudioVision San Francisco

www.audiovisionsf.com
1628 California Street
San Francisco, California

6000
You ignore the limits.

La Verne, Califonia - Upscale Audio

www.upscaleaudio.com _ e 4 .
2058 Wright Avenue ARC ]}.)) ol A BB AR E_.l])) mob e
La Verne, California 91750

The STR Integrated Amplifier is a true revolution
in two-channel amplification. More power, more
control, more connection options, and the most
advanced new two-channel pre-amp/amplifier
platform available in any single Cc_:nmponer_wt, B T ——
Includes the new Anthem Room Correction (ARC™) 22-bit / 384 kHz PCM, and DSD 2.8 / 5.6 MHz
audio optimizing technology: the easiest, most
accurate ARC ever,

High-resolution preamplifier section
High current, high output amplifier section
8 bipolar output devices per channel

Up-sampling of lower-resolution sources

S/PDIF coaxial and optical
Balanced AES/EBU inputs
MM and MC phono

Graphic front panel display

The new STR Integrated Amplifier ignores limits,
and so should you.

Experience it at your Anthem dealer, or buy it
today at anthemAV.com.



http://www.audiovisionsf.com
http://www.upscaleaudio.com
http://www.anthemav.com

In House

The soundtrack of assembling the issue...

Cut to The Bone - Molly Hatchet

Nothing
makes
this

ok.

Sonus faber

EiSE CHEAS A MATOR
[11

Legacy refined

3 ANNIVERSARY
1983-2018

sonusfaber.com


http://www.sonusfaber.com

cII Spea ing

TONEAudio's Online hangouts

')PrimaLuna®

Music llluminated™

“PrimaLuna’s DiaLogue Premium HP is an integrated amplifier whose sound quality approaches
that of pairings of reference Class A preamps and power amps. PrimaLuna has another winner”

— Robert Deutsch, Stereophile

SELECTV

Tube H padphon®) ack!

mplifier
mium HP'"‘e"rmdﬂ
Pre!
piaLogu®

;;;;;

4399

DiaLlogue Premium HP Integrated Amplifier
The finest tube integrated at any price. Any.

All four PrimalLuna components reviewed by Stereophile are
rated Class A, meaning the best without regard to cost.

e ProLogue Premium Integrated $2399

2017 e DiaLogue Premium Integrated $3399
the absolute sound | | |
EDITORS' e DiaLogue Premium HP Integrated (pictured) $4399
o Award-winnin reamps and poweramps also available
CHOICE = PIRGTPSEREP P
AWARDS PrimalLuna has won more Editors’ Choice Awards

from The Absolute Sound than any other brand.

Go to primaluna-usa.com to get an inside look at our products. You will understand why critics
around the world say PrimalLuna makes the best-engineered, best-built, and best-sounding
components you can buy at any price. info@primaluna-usa.com 909.931.0219



http://www.primaluna-usa.com

d GRAND PRIX AUDIO
Last Wor Monaco Turntable v2.0

Our parting thought to ponder.

One of the first powered minis: The ADS 2002 A new achievement in analog

Decades before Audio Engine speakers or KEF powered LS-50s, we had the
A/D/S 2002s. They featured a pair of 40 watt, class A/B amplifiers in each
cabinet, with active crossovers and an external power supply.

Designed to be paired with a Nakamichi 300 or 350 portable cassette deck,
the combination was indeed formidable, and thanks to some heavy duty 9 t- iy
mounting brackets, could be mounted in your car or boat. - i
TONE contributor Todd Sageser had a pair in his VW Scirocco, with an —
external crossover, amp and subwoofer. The result for the early 80s was - —_—
breathtaking. — P .

“Let the record state that this
is the finest turntable I've
experienced, at any price.

R N -Jeft Dorgay; Tone Publications
. . "“‘gﬁﬂ;
s - _-_5*_-;:;'-

Music deserves innovation

www.grandprixaudio.com

#Eraruj Prix Audio



http://www.grandprixaudio.com

A change is in the works... Stay tuned

“no matter what | listened to, | couldn’t imagine the sound being much better”

Soundstage! June 2017

Technology Power | Control

Bryston's new patented Salomie Cubed Series technology For the first time, Bryston brings

Circuit is a revolutionary new is available in 10 different Cubed Series to the front end.

way to reduce distortion and amplifiers ranging from the Our new BP- 172 Preamplifier

noise unveiling never before B 1353 integrated at |35 watts features the Salomie Circuit

heard details only hinted at by per channel, the venerable 4B3 from input to output

other equipment. The input at 300 watts by two channels, reproducing higher resolution

stage operates at distortion of to the incredible 2883 1000 than ever before.

less than 0.00| percent! watt mono block.

XIXIX TONE

g } ;BH U?%.%Ll IJC[D m 677 Neal Drive, Peterborough, ON K9J 6X7 Canada
705-742-5325 | www.bryston.com



http://www.bryston.com

AudioVision

san francisco

(®

DEVIALET

The most advanced audio system in the world.

PHANTOM

IMPLOSIVE SOUND

1628 california st. (on the cable car line)
san francisco, california 94109

www.audiovisionsf.com

abyss

alta audio
audeze
audio physic
dali

davone
dynaudio
eclipse

elac

gallo

gamut

rado

hifiman

jl audio

kef
mrspeakers
psb

raidho

rel acoustics
triangle
sonoma
wilson benesch
yg acoustics

anthem
antipodes
arcam
astell & kern
atoll
audioquest
bel canto
bluesound
cambridge
cardas
chord electronics
clearaudio

deqgx

dr. feickert

eat

funk firm

h.r.s.

ifi

integra

Kiseki

lyngdorf audio
lyra

marantz
margules
mcintosh

moon by simaudio
nad

naim audio
nordost
nuforce
octave
ortofon
pear audio
primaluna
pro-ject

ps audio
quadraspire
rega
shinola
sme
sonos
soundsmith
stillpoints

unison research
woo audio

Where to find what you've seen in this issue.

Abyss

Ana Mighty Sound

Analog Magik
Anthem

Aqua Audio
Atlas Cable
Audia Flight
Audio Classics
Audio Physic
Audio Research
Audio Solutions
AudioVision SF
Audolici
Boulder

Bowers & Wilkins
Brinkmann
Bryston

Cardas Audio
CH Precision
Chord Cable
Clearaudio
conrad-johnson
dCs

Dynaudio

EA.T.

Echo Audio
Esoteric

Exogal

Focal

Gamut

Gig Harbor Audio
Gold Note
Golden Ear
Graham Audio
Grand Prix Audio

abyss-headphones.com
anamightysound.com
analogmagik.com
anthemav.com
aquahifi.com
integrityhf.com
audioluxlic.com
audioclassics.com
vanaltd.com
audioresearch.com
highendbyoz.com
audiovisionsf.com
audolici.com
boulderamp.com
bowers-wilkins.com
brinkmann-audio.com
bryston.com
cardas.com
ch-precision.com

soundorg.com

musicalsurroundings.com

conradjohnson.com
desltd.co.uk
dynaudio.com
vanaltd.com
echohifi.com
esoteric-usa.com
exogal.com
audioplusservices.com
gamutaudio.com
gigharboraudio.com
goldnote.it
goldenear.com
grahamaudiousa.com

grandprixaudio.com

Hana Cartridges
HiFI Centre
Jern Speakers
Kanto Audio
Kiseki

Koeppel Design
Linn Audio
Luxman
Mclintosh
MartinLogan
MoFi Electronics
Musical Fidelity
Nagra

Naim

Octave

PS Audio
Paradigm

Pass Labs
PrimaLuna
Primare

ProAc

Pro-Ject

REL

Raidho

Rega

Rubber B
Simaudio
Sonus faber
Sumiko
Tellurium Q
Totem

Upscale Audio
Vitus Audio
VPI

Warwick Acoustics

musicalsurroundings.com

hificentre.com
jernspeakers.com
kantoaudio.com
kiseki-usa.com
koeppeldesign.com
linn.co.uk
luxman.com
mcintoshlabs.com
martinlogan.com
mofielectronics.com
audioplusservices.com
nagraaudio.com
audioplusservices.com
octave.de
psaudio.com
paradigm.com
passlabs.com
primaluna-usa.com
mofielectronics.com
soundorg.com
pro-jectusa.com
rel.net
raidho.dk
soundorg.com
rubberb.com
simaudio.com
sonusfaber.com
sumiko.net
telluriumg.com
totemacoustic.com
upscaleaudio.com
highendbyoz.com
vpiindustries.com

warwickacoustics.com
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