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Doing so amounts to a big ol’ crap-
shoot: Will the resultant music be 
engaging enough to thoroughly 
entertain an audience? Of course, 
from Bremen/Lausanne to Testa-
ment, Jarrett’s managed to blend 
rumination with ebullience with 
enough dynamic thrust to earn him-
self an audience that hangs on his 
every note. 

Rio keeps the icon’s streak 
intact. Indeed, it’s one of Jarrett’s 
most fetching solo discs. The pia-
nist has long moved back and forth 
between non-stop, rapturous ex-
cursions to short pieces that stand 
by themselves. This spring 2011 
Brazilian concert is geared toward 
the latter. While I’m a fan of the 
free-flowing approach, the focus in 
each of the discrete tracks here is 
downright seductive. “Part XII” is 
lilting yet resolved, one of Jarrett’s 
prettiest gossamer moments. “Part 
X” is antsy yet determined, a mod-
ern smooch to Art Tatum. 

Most enchanting is the piece 
that begins the performance. Us-
ing tempo and tone, Jarrett turns 
a chattering stream of phrases into 
an essay on the alluring nature of 
dissonance. The left hand bounces 
bass patterns, the right hand re-
sponds with animated trills. The fact 
that the composition happens to be 
a spontaneous workout only adds 
to its rich mystique. Jarrett, like few 
others, has a way of making the ex-
traordinary seem commonplace. 
—Jim Macnie

Keith Jarrett 
Rio  
ECM, 2CDs

T
he old tightrope-walker cliché that often gets used in 

jazz reviews actually takes on an irrefutable resonance 

when applied to the way Keith Jarrett has approached 

his solo shows through the last four decades. There is 

something truly daring about sitting at the piano and 

holding forth for 120 minutes of unscripted improvisation.

Photo by Jimmy Katz
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The bandleader’s catalyst for having 
the twain meet? The digital know-how he 
brings to the table. The thunderous rumble 
of “Recoil” is made even more epic by fil-
ters that color the program’s piercing horn 
work. Harmonizers help thicken the action, 
and the trumpeter occasionally sounds like 
he’s leading a brass choir. But back to that 
thunder: Molvaer’s new drummer Erland 
Dahlen could be considered a combina-
tion of Ginger Baker and Ronald Shannon 
Jackson. When it comes to bringing sensu-
ality to a martial thud, he’s well-prepared. 
Guitarist Stian Westerus helps thicken the 
landscape as well. On “Sleep With Echoes,” 
he goes into strangulation mode, using an 
attack that conjures Robert Fripp more 
than it does John McLaughlin. He’s also the 
producer of Baboon Moon, and one of his 
fortes is leading icy drones towards fevered 
piques.

Those drones could be Molvaer’s 
strongest suit. Yes, when things erupt on 
this album, it’s truly cinematic, but the sus-
pended animation soundtracks that pass 
as the disc’s ballads have a deeper impact. 
No wonder the most eloquent one is titled 
“Prince Of Calm.”  —Jim Macnie
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                iles Davis created a brilliant juxtaposition when he  

                crafted the music for In a Silent Way and Jack  

Johnson during a brief period that stretched from 1969-70.  

The first album is a tactile dreamscape, the second a  

muscular implosion. For the last decade or so, Norwegian 

trumpeter Nils Petter Molvaer has perused and personalized 

his mentor’s accomplishments, creating fare that’s a seductive 

blend of opposites—a sound that throws punches while 

drifting in a haze. It’s an intricate chemistry to get right, and 

on Baboon Moon, Molvaer makes the ostensibly clashing 

elements wax pretty damned eloquent. 

Nils Petter Molvaer 
Baboon Moon 
Thirsty Ear, CD

M
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from an iPod, iPhone or iPad to portable or home audio DACs and 
amplifiers, via both digital and analog outputs.

Asynchronous mode USB to SPDIF conversion 
for low-jitter coaxial digital output

Premium audiophile-grade Wolfson 
Microelectronics™ digital-to-analog 
converter for 1/8" stereo analog output

Li-Ion battery with intelligent 
charging for pure, reliable power

Portable design with short and 
clean signal paths

• •

••

w w w . c y p h e r l a b s . c o m
iPad, iPhone, iPod, iPod classic, iPod nano, iPod shuffle, 
and iPod touch are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered 
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I N D E XI N D E X

POP AND ROCK RELEASES

Gregg Allman  Low Country Blues			   Pg.90

The Baptists Baptists 				    Pg.62
The Baseball Project Vol. 2: High and Inside 	 Pg.36
Beastie Boys Hot Sauce Committee Part Two	 Pg.97
The Big Pink Future This				    Pg.215
The Black Keys El Camino				    Pg.202
Bon Iver Bon Iver					     Pg.124
Kate Bush 50 Words for Snow			   Pg.208

Bill Callahan Apocalypse				    Pg.52
Johnny Cash 
  From Memphis to Hollywood: Bootleg Vol. 2 	 Pg.38
Cave Neverendless					     Pg.140

The Decemberists The King Is Dead 		  Pg.20
Deer Tick Divine Providence				   Pg.161 
Dolorean Unfazed 					     Pg.44
Dum Dum Girls Only in Dreams   			   Pg.136
Bob Dylan  
  In Concert—Brandeis University 1963		  Pg.50

Steve Earle I’ll Never Get Out of This World Alive	 Pg.105
Kathleen Edwards Voyageur			   Pg.206
Eleventh Dream Day Riot Now 			   Pg.24

Fleet Foxes Helplessness Blues			   Pg.98
Florence & the Machine Ceremonials		  Pg.212
Fucked Up David Comes to Life			   Pg.94

Gang of Four Content 				    Pg.27
Girls Father, Son, Holy Ghost			   Pg.154

Wanda Jackson The Party Ain’t Over 		  Pg.38

The Kills Blood Pressures 				    Pg.53

Miranda Lambert Four the Record			  Pg.162
Mark Lanegan Band Blues Funeral		  Pg.200
Lebanon Overdose/Overload    			   Pg.63
Los Campesinos! Hello Sadness			   Pg.218
Lou Reed & Metallica Lulu				   Pg.221 
Low C’mon 						      Pg.46
David Lynch Crazy Clown Time			   Pg.158

Mekons Ancient & Modern					     Pg.141
Mannequin Men Mannequin Men			   Pg.220
J. Mascis Several Shades of Why 			   Pg.22
Mastodon The Hunter					     Pg.156
Chris Mills Heavy Years: 2000-2010			   Pg.104
Mister Heavenly Out of Love				    Pg.139
Motörhead The World Is Yours				    Pg.28
The Mountain Goats All Eternals Deck		  Pg.48
My Morning Jacket Circuital				    Pg.128

Mickey Newbury
  Looks Like Rain, ‘Frisco Mabel Joy,  
  Heaven Help the Child, and Better Days		  Pg.119
The Nightwatchman World Wide Rebel Songs 	 Pg.138

Okkervil River I Am Very Far				    Pg.100
Ozzy Osbourne Blizzard of Ozz/Diary of a Madman  
  30th Anniversary Collector’s Edition			   Pg.109

Pearl Jam  vs. and Vitalogy: Deluxe Edition 		  Pg.82

SebastiAn Total							      Pg.129
Ty Segall Goodbye Bread					     Pg.106
Sigur Rós Inni							       Pg.216
Smith Westerns Dye It Blonde 				    Pg.34
Still Corners Creatures of an Hour			   Pg.160 
The Strokes Angles						      Pg.93
St. Vincent Strange Mercy					     Pg.137 
Jesse Sykes & the Sweet Hereafter
  Marble Son							       Pg.111

Tombs Path of Totality					     Pg.125
Peter Tosh
  Legalize It: Legacy Edition and  
  Equal Rights: Legacy Edition				    Pg.130

Trap Them Darker Handcraft 				    Pg.63
Twilight Singers Dynamite Steps 			   Pg.18

Weedeater Jason…The Dragon 				    Pg.35
White Hills H-p1						      Pg.107
White Mystery Blood & Venom				    Pg.61
Wilco The Whole Love					     Pg.152
William Elliott Whitmore Field Songs		  Pg.126

Neil Young A Treasure					     Pg.102

POP AND ROCK RELEASES
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I N D E XI N D E X

box sets AND COLLECTIONS Audiophile pressings

Abba The Vinyl Collection  				    Pg.269

The Beach Boys The Smile Sessions Box Set	 Pg.164
Boddie Recording Company			   Pg.166
The Bridge School Concerts: 
  25th Anniversary Edition, Volume 1		  Pg.169

Leonard Cohen
  The Complete Columbia Albums Collection		 Pg.169

Miles Davis Quintet Live in Europe 1967:  
  The Bootleg Series, Vol. 1				    Pg.170

Aretha Franklin Take a Look: Aretha Franklin  
  Complete on Columbia				    Pg.172

Serge Gainsbourg
  Integrale: 20th Anniversary Box Set			  Pg.174
Grateful Dead
  Europe ’72: The Complete Recordings		  Pg.177

The Jimi Hendrix Experience Winterland	 Pg.178
Howlin’ Wolf Smokestack Lightnin’:  
  The Complete Chess Masters 1951-1960		  Pg.179

The Complete Art Pepper  
  At Ronnie Scott’s Club: London June 1980	 Pg.244
Pink Floyd
  Discovery Box Set					     Pg.234
  The Dark Side of the Moon: Immersion Box Set	 Pg.236
  Wish You Were Here: Immersion Box Set		  Pg.243
Elvis Presley
  Young Man With the Big Beat			   Pg.180

This May Be My Last Time Singing:  
  Raw African-American Gospel on  
  45RPM 1957-1982					     Pg.184
Rush Sector 1, 2, and 3				    Pg.299

Smashing Pumpkins Gish and Siamese Dream	 Pg.181
The Smiths Complete (Deluxe Boxset) 		  Pg.296

U2 Achtung Baby: 20th Anniversary  
  Super Deluxe Edition 				    Pg.184

The Afghan Whigs Gentlemen  			   Pg.259

The B-52’s The B-52’s  				    Pg.247
Bon Iver Bon Iver					     Pg.284
Boston Boston 					     Pg.252
Donald Byrd The Cat Walk				    Pg.286

Canned Heat Boogie With Canned Heat  	  	 Pg.262
Cheap Trick In Color  				    Pg.274
The Clash The Clash  				    Pg.262
Elvis Costello and the Attractions 
  Get Happy!! 						     Pg.273

Dead Can Dance Spiritchaser and  
Into the Labyrinth  					     Pg.258
The Dream Syndicate  
The Days of Wine and Roses				    Pg.277

Espana!  Ataulfo Argenta/ 
London Symphony Orchestra 			   Pg.254
Explosions in the Sky  
take care, take care, take care			   Pg.278

Falla  
  The Three Cornered Hat Ballet; La Vida Breve:  
  Interlude and Dance  				    Pg.255
Fleetwood Mac Rumours		    		  Pg.267

Rory Gallagher
Notes From San Francisco				    Pg.303 
Stan Getz The 1953-54  
Clef/Norgran Studio Sessions				   Pg.285
Gladiator: Music from the Motion Picture   	 Pg.256
Grand Funk Railroad We’re An American Band  	Pg.251

Freddie Hubbard Open Sesame			   Pg.290

INZS Kick 						      Pg.246
Iron and Wine Kiss Each Other Clean  		  Pg.246

Etta James At Last!  				    Pg.263 
Japan Quiet Life  					     Pg.260



362 TONEA U D I O  M A G A Z I N E J a n u a r y  2 0 1 2  363

I N D E XI N D E X

Jean Michel Jarre 
  Rarities, Oxygene, Equinoxe, and Magnetic Fields		  Pg.292 
Billy Joel Piano Man			    			   Pg.264
Journey Greatest Hits, Vol. 1 and 2				   Pg.305

Hiromi Kanda Days of Yesterday				    Pg.287 
KC and the Sunshine Band
  KC and the Sunshine Band					     Pg.280 
Carole King The Carnegie Hall Concert: June 18, 1971  	 Pg.250

Lard Free III							       Pg.265 
	
Miriam Makeba  The World Of Miriam Makeba		  Pg.300

Ted Nugent Cat Scratch Fever				    Pg.249

Madeleine Peyroux Standing on the Rooftop		  Pg.283
Pink Floyd The Dark Side of the Moon			   Pg.242
Prince Controversy, Dirty Mind, and 1999			   Pg.276 

Quicksilver Messenger Service 
  Quicksilver Messenger Service and Happy Trails		  Pg.281

Santana Moonflower  					     Pg.272
Pierre Schaeffer 5 ē  tudes de bruits/ ē  tude aux objets	 Pg.292 
Horace Silver Cape Verdean Blues				   Pg.288 
Frank Sinatra Swing Along With Me  			   Pg.271
Sisters of Mercy First And Last And Always		  Pg.279 
Rod Stewart Gasoline Alley					    Pg.291
Supertramp Breakfast In America  		   		  Pg.266

James Taylor JT						      Pg.289 
This Mortal Coil It’ll End In Tears  				    Pg.252

UFO Lights Out						      Pg.284 

Wilco The Whole Love					     Pg.290
Stevie Wonder Talking Book  				    Pg.270

XTC Skylarking		    				    Pg.257 

ZZ Top Rio Grande Mud					     Pg.248
ZZ Top Deguello						      Pg.248

Audiophile pressings JAZZ Releases

Ben Allison Action-Refraction		  Pg.335

James Carter Organ Trio At The Crossroads		  Pg.346
Steve Coleman The Mancy of Sound		  Pg.342

Chris Dingman Waking Dreams 		  Pg.339

Bill Frisell All We Are Saying ...		  Pg.351

Gutbucket  Flock 		  Pg.330

Keith Jarrett Rio 		  Pg.355
Darius Jones & Matthew Shipp Cosmic Lieder		  Pg.336

Adam Kolker Reflections		  Pg.338 
Konitz/Mehldau/Haden/Motian Live at Birdland		  Pg.338

Brad Mehldau  Live In Marciac		  Pg.332
Nils Petter Molvaer Baboon Moon		  Pg.356	
Mostly Other People Do The Killing 
  The Coimbra Concert		  Pg.333 
Branford Marsalis & Joey Calderazzo 		   
  Songs of Mirth & Melancholy		  Pg.336

New Zion Trio Fight Against Babylon		  Pg.349
Johnny Nicholas Future Blues 		  Pg.345

Orchestre National De Jazz  Around Robert Wyatt	 Pg.340

Noah Preminger  Before The Rain		  Pg.331

John Scofield A Moment’s Peace 		  Pg.344
Marcus Strickland Triumph of the Heavy		  Pg.352 
 
Jeremy Udden’s Plainville 
  If The Past Seems So Bright		  Pg.341
 
Weasel Walter, 
Mary Halvorson, Peter Evans  Electric Fruit		  Pg.328	


