











Turn Me On

A few months ago, | had the pleasure of reviewing
the Red Wine Audio Ginevra LFP-V Edition phono
preamp. It’s a battery-powered, hybrid tube/solid-
state design. Yet, it’s very tubey in the sense that
the sound is rich and velvety smooth, albeit never
lacking in detail. It proved a great experience, but
the 310LP turns me on in a very different way. The
Ginevra’s beguiling sweetness softens the top- and
bottom-end response, whereas in these areas, the
310LP is more neutral.

Dr John'’s In the Right Place, arranged and pro-
duced by the great Allen Toussaint in 1979, yields
pure thrills through the 310LP. The Doctor’s mojo
fires on all cylinders, and the Sim unit simply lets
be the yummy, bold, 3D, and oh-so funky sound.
Sure, some of the better and vastly more expen-
sive phono preamps can get you even closer to the
music embedded in the grooves, but in its price
class, the 310LP is as colorless a device as you're
going to find.

The TONEAudio staff agrees, and hails the
310LP/320S as a recipient of one of the magazine’s
2011 Exceptional Value Awards. @
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Simaudio MOON 310LP and
MOON 320S
MSRP: $1,800/$1,400

MANUFACTURER
Simaudio

CONTACT

www.simaudio.com

PERIPHERALS

Analog Source VPI Classic turntable
with a van den Hul Frog cartridge

Digital Sources PS Audio PerfectWave
Transpost and DAC; MSB Technology
Platinum Data CD IV Transport and
Platinum Signature DAC IV; Oppo BDP-
95 Special Edition

Electronics Pass XP-20 preamp;
Whest 2.0 phono preamp; Pass Labs
XA100.5 and First Watt J2 power amps

Speakers Dynaudio C-1; Mangepan 3.7

Cable XLO Signature 3 interconnects;
Analysis Plus Silver Oval interconnects
and speaker cables; Audioquest Sky
interconnects
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MUSIC DIRECT—THE BEST OF ANALOG AND DIGITAL

“Every detail is there, rock-solid, immovable, and alive
within the soundstage. The VPI Classic 3 is an exceptional
effort by a company that knows the analog landscape like few
others. With each spin it invites you to become reacquainted
with every record in your collection. A class-leading product
by any yardstick, and, simply put, a class act!”

—Neil Gader, The Absolute Sound, October 2011

VPI Classic 3 Turntable

VPI Classic 3:
The Hottest
Turntable

of 2011

made § in usa.

“The Classic 3 is the fastest, most coherent-sounding
VPI turntable I've ever heard. Most significant, the
Classic 3 played on the same field as the Continuum
Caliburn ($149,995) and it costs $6,000...one of today’s
great values in analog audio. | don’t hear how you can
go wrong buying one!”

—Michael Fremer, Stereophile, October 2011

Oppo—The Audiophile’s Blu-ray Universal Disc Player

OPPO BDP-95 Universal Blu-ray Player

Oppo Digital is an extremely successful manufacturer that,
despite its relatively small size, keeps raising the bar. Since
its inception, Oppo has elevated the standards for reference-
level video performance, audiophile sound quality, and
disc-loading speed. Guaranteed to give you astounding video
performance, the new BDP-95 is the very best transport Oppo
has developed. On the audio side, it is built to a degree we've
never seen in a sub-$1000 product. The Oppo BDP-95 comes
with our highest recommendation.

$999

musicdirect.com

musicdirect

- SACD, DVD-Audio, HDCD, WAV, and FLAC

—> Dual ES9018 SABRE 32bit Reference DACs

- New Toroidal Transformer and Balanced Outputs
- 2nd Generation Qdeo Video Processing

- 3D, Streaming, Wireless, eSATA, and USB

- Simply the Best Video Performance

OPIDO

ph. 800-449-8333

Where to find

what you have seen in

TONEAudio Magazine.

ALO Audio: www.aloaudio.co

Anthem: www.anthemav.com

AudioVision SF:  www.audiovisionsf.com
Audio Research: www.audioresearch.com
AudioQuest: www.audioguest.com

AVID: www.avidhifi.co.uk

B&W Music Club: www.bowersandwilkins.com
B&W Loudspeakers: www.bowersandwilkins.com
BelCanto: www.belcantodesign.com
Benchmark: www.benchmarkmedia.com
Burmester: www.burmester.de

Cardas Audio: www.cardas.com

Conrad Johnson:  www.conradjohnson.com
Cypher Labs: www.cypherlabs.com

dCS: www.dcsltd.co.uk

Dynaudio: www.dynaudio.com

Echo Audio:  www.echohifi.com

Estelon: www.estelon.com

GamuT: www.gamutaudio.com

iPort:  www.iportmusic.com

JM Labs/Focal: www.audioplusservices.com
JL Audio:  www.jlaudio.com

MartinLogan: www.martinlogan.com
Mclntosh:  www.mcintoshlabs.com

Meridian: www.meridian-audio.com

MICS: www.mics.mc

Mobile Fidelity: www.mofi.com

Mystere: www.mystere-usa.com

Musical Fidelity: www.musicalfidelity.com
Music Direct: www.musicdirect.com

Music Instrument Museum: www.themim.org
Music Matters: www.musicmattersjazz.com
Music Millennium:  www.musicmillennium.com
Nagra: www.nagraaudio.com

Naim: www.naimusa.com

Paradigm: www.paradigm.com

Polk Audio: www.polkaudio.com

Primare: www.soundorg.com

Red Wine Audio: www.redwineaudio.com
Rega: www.soundorg.com

Running Springs Audio: www.runningspringsaudio.com
Save the Music: www.vhi.com

Simaudio: www.simaudio.com

Totem: www.totemacoustic.com

Upscale Audio: www.upscaleaudio.com
Vitus Audio: www.vitusaudio.com

Wadia: www.wadia.com

Woo Audio: www.wooaudio.com

Zu Audio: www.zuaudio.com
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